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On the morning of 30 September, heavy gunfire was reported in several parts of Ouagadougou. Shots rang out around the 
capital, and armed soldiers took up positions along the main roads leading to the presidential palace. The country’s state 
broadcaster was also taken off the air, prompting fears of a crisis within the military government. Later that evening, a 
televised statement confirmed the inevitable. Interim President Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba had been unseated, and 
a new military leader – Captain Ibrahim Traoré – had seized power in a military coup. Traoré and his military supporters 
dissolved the previous military government, suspended the constitution and transitional charter, and closed the country’s 
borders indefinitely. The following day, reports emerged that Damiba had fled to Togo, and Traoré had accepted his 
conditional resignation.

The coup is the second to take place in Burkina Faso this year and the seventh to occur since the country’s independence 
in 1960. September’s coup also happened in the context of a jihadist insurgency that has overwhelmed the country since 
2015. The conflict has left thousands dead and led to the displacement of more than one million people. Recent estimates 
indicate that Islamist groups affiliated with al-Qaeda and IS are active in 10 of the country’s 13 regions. Moreover, the 
power grab is the latest in a wave of military takeovers in the Sahel, with Mali, Chad, and Guinea all experiencing coups 
since 2020. While all the coups have been unique, Burkina Faso’s most recent coup demonstrates several common themes 
in the region.  An increase in anti-France protests over the past few months suggests that much like in Mali, Burkina Faso 
has started warming to Russia as relations have cooled with France. Shortly after the September coup, angry protesters 
attacked the French embassy in Ouagadougou and the French Institute in Bobo-Dioulasso - some while waving Russian 
flags - after Traoré accused France of harbouring Damiba. France swiftly denied this accusation. Many analysts have also 
suggested that Traoré will likely welcome military assistance from Moscow in the fight against the Islamist insurgency, much 
to the chagrin of Western allies. The Kremlin, in turn, has reportedly expressed support for the coup after all Western 
powers and regional neighbours have condemned it, signalling that Burkina Faso may be the latest target in Russia’s efforts 
to gain influence on the continent.

The coups in West Africa are also similar because they are an expression of the widespread dissatisfaction with 
governments that have failed to improve security and economic conditions. Damiba’s ousting of democratically-elected 
President Roch March Christian Kaboré in late January was motivated by the military’s frustration with the government’s 
slow and ineffective response to the jihadist insurgency. After nine months in power, his military government failed in 
efforts to improve national security. As the frequency of attacks increased in the nine months since his power grab, so did 
tensions within the military. In late September, at least 11 soldiers were killed, and 50 civilians went missing after militants 
attacked a supply convoy in the Soum province. This incident may have been the breaking point for the military, whose 
latest mutiny sings the same tune as the first. 

Sources in Burkina Faso say that the public is also relatively supportive of the coups. An immediate return to democracy 
or a preference for specific leaders is not necessarily the priority - instead, the focus is improving national security. In the 
days following the coup, Traoré stated that he does not intend to be in power for long. He promised to reorganise the 
military so that it is better positioned to tackle the insurgency problem and vowed to stick to the 24-month democratic 
transition period established by the previous military government, holding to one of the conditions set by Damiba upon 
his resignation. While this may signal a glimmer of hope for the country’s future, successive governments - democratic and 
otherwise - in Burkina Faso have said the same thing and have failed to deliver. The worsening insecurity brought on by 
this second coup is also likely to impede the transition process. Even if the transition is successful and on schedule, a cycle 
of coups could continue if the resulting government does not win the public’s trust and deliver tangible, sustainable results 
for national and economic security.
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Mozambique
8 September 2022: Four killed during IS attack in Memba
The Islamic State Group (IS) said on Tuesday that it has 
killed four people during an attack in Memba, Nampula 
province. The victims were killed after militants raided the 
village of Chipene and attacked a Christian missionary. In its 
claim, IS stated that militants burned a church and 
several properties belonging to the Christian missionary, 
and claimed they killed an 83-year-old Italian nun because 
she had “excessively engaged in spreading Christianity”. 
Reports say that several other people were beheaded 
during the attack but the exact number has not been 
confirmed.

South Africa
8 September 2022: Two killed during robbery attempt in 
Durban
Two people were killed during a robbery attempt in Durban, 
KwaZulu-Natal on Thursday. The incident occurred on Mark 
Lane and Dr Pixley Kaseme Street at around 10:00 local 
time. Police are investigating the incident.

Somalia
12 September 2022: SNA kills 100 al-Shabaab militants in 
three states
The Somali government said on Sunday that the Somali 
National Army (SNA) killed at least 100 al-Shabaab 
militants and have retaken control of 20 areas during 
security operations in three states. The operations took 
place in Galmudug, Hirshabelle and South West states in 
towns where the jihadist group had established 
strongholds. In its statement, the government said that 
al-Shabaab militants have kidnapped and killed civilians 
living near the affected areas in retaliation.

Cameroon
14 September 2022: Several people held hostage in 
Kouoptamo
Several people were reportedly held hostage by armed 
suspects in Kouoptamo, West Region on Wednesday. 
According to local sources, the suspects have demanded 
a ransom of 17.5 million XAF (266,993 USD) in exchange 
for the release of the victims. The reason for the hostage 
situation and the exact number of victims have not been 
reported. 

Kenya
14 September 2022: One person killed in Nairobi stabbing
One person was killed during a stabbing in Eastleigh, 
Nairobi on Tuesday. The stabbing reportedly occurred 
following a business dispute between the suspect and the 

victim. The suspect fled the scene and is still being sought. 
Police are investigating the incident.

South Sudan
20 September 2022: WHO country supervisor killed in 
Bentiu
A health worker employed by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) was shot and killed by unidentified 
suspects in Bentiu, Unity State on Monday. Officials say 
the victim was killed at Bieh camp at around 08:40 local 
time while he was visiting health facilities at the camp for 
internally displaced persons (IDPs). The victim was a WHO 
country supervisor for Guit County.

Uganda
20 September 2022: Uganda confirms Ebola virus outbreak
Health authorities in Uganda confirmed an outbreak of the 
Ebola virus on Monday after one person reportedly died 
of the virus in Mubende, Central Region. The case was 
detected after a hospital in the district reported an increase 
in hospital deaths attributed to patients who had suffered 
symptoms of the virus. Eight suspected cases are receiving 
medical care and additional health personnel are being sent 
to the affected district. This is the first outbreak to occur in 
Uganda since 2012.

Nigeria
21 September 2022: Hundreds killed in flooding across 
Nigeria
Authorities in Nigeria said on Tuesday that more than 300 
people have been killed and more than 100,000 have 
been displaced due to floods across the country since July. 
Nigeria is currently dealing with its worst floods in several 
years, with 29 out of 36 states affected. Sources say the 
flooding has been caused by heavy rains, overflowing rivers, 
and the release of excess water from dams in Nigeria and 
neighbouring Cameroon. More floods are expected in the 
next few weeks, and emergency personnel have been sent 
to flooded areas to assist affected residents.

DR Congo
26 September 2022: Thousands of IDPs from Kwamouth 
flee amid violence
More than 5,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) fleeing 
clashes in Kwamouth have reportedly arrived in Kwilu 
province. The IDPs have fled clashes between the Teke and 
Yaka communities in the villages of Bisala and Engwene that 
have taken place over the past week. At least 100 people 
have been killed and nearly 12,000 people have been 
displaced in the inter-communal conflict, which was 
reportedly triggered by a land dispute.
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Hurricane Ian and Hurricane Fiona wreaked havoc in the US, Canada, Puerto Rico, and Cuba, over the past two weeks. In 
the US, the death toll from Hurricane Ian has now climbed to 125 people, while thousands more were displaced. Strong 
winds destroyed buildings and infrastructure, most significantly in Fort Myers, Arcadia, Sanibel Island and Peace River, FL. 
The Hurricane ranked as the 24th deadliest storm in US history and is now proving to be one of the 10 most expensive 
in terms of recovery. Additionally, five people died in North Carolina as a result of flooding and infrastructure damage. 
According to reports, some 2.8 million people were left without power after the storm passed; 130,00 remain offline. 
President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden made a trip down to the Floridian peninsula to announce funds for recovery 
efforts. 

In Puerto Rico, Hurricane Fiona caused around 30 inches of rainfall and more than 60 people had to be rescued by the 
National Guard due to flooding. The country’s power grid, which had not been brought back to full capability after  
Hurricane Maria in 2017, is still undergoing repair, leaving around one million people without power as of 5 October. 
Moreover, damage to pipelines has left around 760,000 people without access to water. Puerto Rico Governor Pedro 
Pierluisi pressed US President Joe Biden to expand federal assistance, saying: “All US citizens deserve the same amount of 
help, wherever they live”. The federal government is now paying for 30 days’ worth of recovery operations, including debris 
removal, search-and-rescue efforts, emergency food and shelter, and power and water restoration. Due to the extent of 
the damage, Governor Pierluisi asked President Biden for an additional 180 days of funding, to which President Biden 
responded with a $60 million grant from an infrastructure package approved last year. The money will be used for shoring 
up levees, strengthening flood walls and creating a new flood warning system.

In Cuba, Hurricane Ian made landfall as a Category 3 storm and destroyed some of the islands most important farms, left 
at least 8 people dead and 11 million people without electricity as the grid, which was already vulnerable from the 
devastating fire in Matanzas, collapsed. According to reports, thousands were displaced as the storm dropped 20 inches 
of rain on the Caribbean nation. As a result, the Cuban government made a rare request to the US for aid, as logistics and 
supply strains left millions of Cubans without food, water and electricity. 

In Canada, Hurricane Fiona killed at least two people, flattened dozens of homes, washed land into the ocean, and left 
hundreds of thousands in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island without power. Moreover, important 
agricultural land which produces potatoes, soybeans and apples - the main economic crops of Prince Edward Island - was 
destroyed. “Unfortunately, the reality with climate change is that there’s going to be more extreme weather events. We’re 
going to have to think about how to make sure we’re ready for whatever comes at us,” PM Justin Trudeau said as he 
witnessed the destruction in Nova Scotia. The federal government has dispatched nearly 600 Canadian Armed Forces 
soldiers to help with the cleanup and pledged immediate aid to residents.

AMERICAS
Hurricanes wreak havoc in North America
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Chile
8 September 2022: One killed, two injured after armed 
robbery in Valparaíso
One person was killed and two others were injured 
following an armed robbery in Quillota, Valparaíso yesterday 
morning. The incident occurred at the San Enrique passage 
in Villa del Sol de Julio, at around 02:00 local time when a 
group of armed suspects came into a residence, robbed it 
and shot the inhabitants. No arrests have been reported.

Haiti
9 September 2022: Three people kidnapped and killed in 
Tabarre
Three people were kidnapped and killed in Tabarre, Ouest. 
Police found the victims in the Gwo Jan area, in Pernier, at 
around 16:00 local time after the victims had been 
kidnapped two weeks earlier. No suspects have been 
identified.

Guatemala
12 September 2022: Six people killed in Guatemala City 
shooting
Six people were killed during a shooting in Guatemala City 
on Saturday afternoon. The incident occurred on 11th 
Avenue and 13th Street, in La Verbena, at around 15:30 
local time. No arrests have been reported.

Ecuador
12 September 2022: Four killed after armed attack in Santo 
Domingo
Four people were killed following an armed attack in Santo 
Domingo, Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas yesterday 
morning. The incident occurred along KM 7 of the Santo 
Domingo-Quevedo Road, at around 02:00 local time. No 
arrests have been reported.

Uruguay
13 September 2022: One killed, one injured after shooting 
in Montevideo
One person was killed and another was injured following a 
shooting in Montevideo yesterday afternoon. The incident 
occurred on Río de Janeiro Street and Carlos María Ramírez 
Street, in Cerro Norte, at around 15:00 local time. 
No arrests have been made.

Mexico
14 September 2022: Three people were kidnapped and 
killed in Cancun
Three people were kidnapped and killed in Cancún, 
Quintana Roo yesterday. Police found the victims on López 
Portillo Avenue and Libramiento de Mérida in La Amistad at 

around 14:00 local time, after the victims had been 
reported missing a few days prior. An investigation is 
underway.

Colombia
16 September 2022: Two people kidnapped in Convención
Two people were kidnapped by unidentified armed 
suspects in Convención, Norte de Santander yesterday. The 
incident was reported in the Cadena sector of La Primavera, 
at around 18:00 local time. Police have yet to identify any 
suspects.

Costa Rica
20 September 2022: Nine dead, 34 injured after landslide 
along Inter-American Highway near Cambronero
At least nine people died and 34 others were injured after a 
landslide along the Inter-American Highway near 
Cambronero, Alajuela yesterday afternoon. The incident 
occurred at around 16:10 local time when the landslide 
forced a passenger bus and two other vehicles to fall off a 
cliff.

Trinidad & Tobago
20 September 2022: Six killed, one injured after armed 
robbery in La Romain
Six people were killed and another was injured during an 
attempted robbery in La Romain, Penal-Debe yesterday 
afternoon. The incident occurred at the Pennywise Plaza, 
at around 17:00 local time. According to police, all four 
suspects were killed at the scene.

Honduras
20 September 2022: Three killed after shooting in La 
Campa
Three people were killed following a shooting in La Campa, 
Lempira yesterday morning. The incident occurred at an 
illegal alcohol shop in the San Jorge Hills, at around 06:00 
local time. No arrests have been reported.

Brazil
21 September 2022: Two people kidnapped and killed in 
Barros Cassal
Two people were kidnapped and killed in Barros Cassal, Rio 
Grande do Sul. Police found the victims in a rural area of 
Barra do Brás yesterday afternoon after they had been 
reported missing four days ago. An investigation is 
underway.
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A major suicide bomb attack targeted an educational centre in Kabul on Friday 30 September, killing at least 53 students – most 
of them young women. The blast occurred in the female section of the gender-segregated Kaj Education and Learning Centre in 
the Shia Muslim Hazara majority community of Dasht-e-Barchi, Kabul. Students had been undertaking practice exams at the time. 
Following the attack, Afghan women in academia have been leading demonstrations to protest against attacks targeting women 
and the Shia Muslim minority. Throughout the last week, protests have been reported in Kabul and other large cities, including 
Herat, Bamyan and Mazar-i-Sharif.

In its 2022 World Report, the Human Rights Watch (HRW) noted that although the Taliban-led interim government in 
Afghanistan claimed theoretical support for girls’ education, its policies have failed to realise what this should mean in practice, 
with women and girls not allowed to share higher education with male counterparts. The HRW report wrote, that “a lack of 
female teachers, especially in higher education, likely means this policy will lead to de facto denial of access to education for 
many girls and women”. The Taliban has also abolished the Ministry for Women’s Affairs and repurposed its building in Kabul 
as the Ministry for the Propagation of Virtue and Prevention of Vice – an institution responsible for enforcing rules on citizens’ 
behaviour, including how women dress, and when or whether women may be allowed to move outside the home 
unaccompanied by a male relative. Women are also banned from travelling further than 45 miles without a male chaperone and 
have also been ordered by the Taliban to cover their faces in public. Rights groups claim the Taliban has broken multiple pledges 
to respect human and women’s rights.

The UN Security Council (UNSC) has joined Afghan women protesting in condemning the attack, calling for all Afghans to have 
the right to a free and fair education. Protesters have been calling for the reopening of schools for girls in Afghanistan following 
the attack but have also been calling for an end to violence against the Hazara ethnic minority community, which is 
predominantly made up of Shia Muslims, who have historically faced persecution and are often targeted in violent attacks. While 
no group has claimed responsibility for the attack, it’s suspected Islamic State (IS) militants are responsible, as they have a history 
of targeting Shia Muslims and the Hazara community.

Although the demonstrations have been mostly peaceful, they have been met with a Taliban backlash. Witnesses claim Taliban 
security forces have been firing warning shots, while there is some evidence of protesters being beaten by Taliban security 
personnel as they violently dispersed protesters. In Mazar-i-Sharif, demonstrators were allegedly locked up inside their own 
campus, when Taliban forces surrounded Balkh University and refused to allow students to leave as they sought to participate in 
protests. Where journalists and media staff have been banned, some protesting women have begun to document the 
demonstrations themselves, only to have Taliban forces confiscate or break protesters’ phones. Heather Barr, associate director 
of the Women’s Rights Division at HRW, has highlighted how “incredibly dangerous” it is for women in Afghanistan to protest, 
noting that the Taliban’s response has been ‘predictably brutal’ but has included “new abusive strategies such as locking students 
in their hostels”. The Taliban has also done very little to assist or protect targeted communities such as the Hazaras and has 
instead defended the level of force used in response to protests, claiming demonstrators should notify the relevant authorities 
and obtain the necessary permissions so the security forces can prepare for any “possible threats”. Some who have attended the 
demonstrations have indicated that, despite the Taliban crackdowns, there has still been a strong turnout, in part due to women 
being encouraged by male protesters.
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The suicide bombing at the Raj Education Centre in Kabul has since been followed by another suicide bomb attack within the 
space of a week. On Wednesday 5 October, at least four people were killed and a further 25 others were also injured when a 
bomber targeted the mosque at the Interior Ministry in Kabul during prayers. While there is no evidence of the latest attack 
having targeted women, Shia Muslims, or members of the Hazara community in particular, it is believed it was most likely also 
carried out by IS militants – although no such claim of responsibility has been made so far. The deadly attacks highlight the 
ongoing instability and deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan, over a year on from the Taliban takeover, with IS still a 
prominent threat to regional security. Since the Taliban ousted the US-backed democratic government, IS have claimed 
responsibility for at least 13 attacks against Hazaras, and have been linked to at least five more, killing and injuring more than 700 
people in total. Among those include four attacks in April 2022, which killed a collective total of 45 Hazara and Shia Muslims in 
Kabul, Mazar-i-Sharif, and Samangan.

Due to the Taliban’s crackdown on the media at local level, additional attacks are also suspected to have gone unreported. The 
majority of these attacks have gone without any serious response from the Taliban, potentially due to the Taliban’s own murky 
past of targeting Shia Muslims. During the 1990s, the Taliban ruthlessly targeted Shia Muslims in mass killings, among other 
abuses, and their return to power last year sparked immediate concern amongst the minority. Calls for the Taliban-led 
government to investigate increased attacks on Hazara and Shia communities have been accompanied by international concerns 
that such attacks are becoming increasingly systematic in nature. The Taliban’s failure to adequately protect persecuted minorities 
and prevent attacks suggest little will be done to protect women’s rights as the deadly attacks become a morbid hallmark of the 
Taliban’s suppressive regime.
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Australia
8 September 2022: Fatal stabbing reported in Baringa
A fatal stabbing incident has been reported in Baringa, 
Queensland, in which at least one victim has been 
confirmed dead. The stabbing apparently occurred 
overnight, during the late hours of Wednesday evening, at 
around 23:45 local time. According to initial police reports, 
the incident happened on Toyne Street where an altercation 
allegedly broke out and escalated violently. 

Philippines
8 September 2022: Three killed in Basilan shooting
Three people have been killed in a recent shooting in 
Basilan. The shooting occurred on Thursday, during the 
early hours of the morning, at around 01:30 local time. 
While three people have been confirmed dead, another 
four people are also understood to have been injured in the 
incident, which allegedly occurred at a residential property 
in the Guiong area of Basilan’s Sumisip. The shooting 
appears to have been a targeted attack.

Papua New Guinea
11 September 2022: Powerful earthquake kills five
At least five people have been killed after a 7.6-magnitude 
earthquake struck near the eastern town of Kainantu. Three 
miners were buried alive in Wau, while two other people 
died in remote mountain villages. Several houses were 
destroyed by landslides and four people were airlifted to 
hospital following the quake, which struck at a depth of 
61km. Power outages have been reported in the Eastern 
Highlands and several roads have been damaged.

Myanmar
15 September 2022: Deadly junta raids conducted in 
Sagaing
Deadly raids have been conducted by junta forces in parts 
of Sagaing. The raids have apparently been carried out in 
the Budalin and Kawlin areas, leaving a total of 15 
fatalities behind. Among those killed include 12 anti-junta 
local People’s Defence Force (PDF) resistance members, 
along with at least three civilians. Another four civilians are 
also reported to have been wounded amid the violence.

Tajikistan
16 September 2022: Heavy weapon use reported in new 
Kyrgyz-Tajik border clash
A fresh outbreak of violence has been reported along 
the Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan border, with preliminary reports 
indicated soldiers are believed to have fired heavy weapons 
amid the latest clash. The fighting in the border region is 
the second outbreak of clashes in three days. Officials from 

the Kyrgyz border guard force have apparently accused Tajik 
forces of opening fire on several of its outposts in an 
escalation of tensions. The Kyrgyz health ministry claims 
that at least 31 people were injured in the clashes. 
Meanwhile, Tajikistan has accused Kyrgyz forces of shelling 
an outpost and seven villages with “heavy weaponry”, killing 
one civilian and injuring three others.

Vietnam
16 September 2022: Heavy rainfall triggers fatal wall 
collapse in Binh Dinh
At least five people have reportedly died, while another six 
have also been injured amid a recent wall collapse, which 
was triggered by heavy rainfall. The accident occurred at a 
food processing factory in the Nhon Hoa Industrial Park on 
Thursday afternoon. The wall was reported to have been 
under construction at the time of the accident.

India
18 September 2022: Bus crashes en route to quarantine 
centre
At least 27 people have been killed and 20 others 
wounded after a bus crashed in Guizhou province. The bus 
was transporting people to a Covid-19 quarantine facility 
when it crashed in Qiannan prefecture on Sunday morning. 
The provincial capital, Guiyang, was placed under lockdown 
due to an outbreak of Covid-19 earlier this month.

Thailand
21 September 2022: Police officer killed Pattani blast
A police officer has apparently been killed amid a 
suspected bomb explosion outside a hospital in Mai Kaen, 
Pattani. While one police officer has been confirmed dead, 
at least four others have also been injured in the blast, 
which happened shortly before 19:45 local time, in front of 
the Mai Kaen hospital on Thong Sai Road in the Mai Kaen 
district. It’s believed an explosive device was deliberately 
detonated in a planned attack.

Bangladesh
22 September 2022: Two killed in Rohingya camp
Two fatalities have been reported in Rohingya camp in the 
Cox’s Bazar area of Chattogram. According to reports, the 
two deaths are understood to have been incurred amid 
separate incidents in the Ukhiya Camp on Wednesday and 
Thursday. The first victim was allegedly killed by 
unidentified suspects during the early hours of Wednesday 
morning, at around 03:30 local time, in the H/51 block, 
while the second victim was killed during the early hours 
of Thursday morning in the Kutupalong area of the same 
camp. 
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Recent far-right victories in European elections have drawn attention to the increasing popularity of right-wing policies 
amongst voters in Europe – most notably Italy and Sweden. The change comes amid a wider shift in voting patterns across 
the continent in the face of unprecedented unpredictability of modern times, as the energy crisis continues and the war 
in Ukraine rages on. Italy’s September elections saw far-right leader Giorgia Meloni claim victory, while prior to that the 
far-right Sweden Democrats won the second-largest share of the vote in Swedish elections, allowing them to oust the 
centre-left from power and giving the far-right a potential role in the next government.

The centre-right alliance which has been forged around Meloni’s right-wing populist Fratelli d’Italia (FdI) party in Italy faces 
immediate and enormous economic challenges. The country faces slow economic growth, massive public debt, and is 
having to tackle these issues on top of an emerging economic disparity between the north and the south of the country, 
which threatens to polarise communities as the global economy continues to weaken and the energy crisis looks set to 
worsen as winter looms. The labour market has also been becoming increasingly challenging, with the country recording 
more than 23 percent of 15 to 29-year-olds who are neither in employment, training, or education in 2021 – the highest 
rate in the EU. Meloni’s new government will have to balance a difficult social situation and increasingly divided public 
opinion with the unpopular austerity measures which will inevitably come in response to the unfavourable economic 
climate the country finds itself in. Its public debt is currently estimated to be at around 150 percent of Italy’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) – a macroeconomic environment which leaves little room for populist economic policies. 

The FdI-led alliance is also comprised of the right-wing Lega party, and the centre-right Forza Italia party, and has won an 
absolute majority in both chambers of parliament. Despite the alliance’s majority, the new government has raised many 
questions about the course of the country’s political future, as it’s feared the right-wing populist shift will present 
difficulties in cooperating with the EU. In addition to migration and green policy, the issue of fiscal policy within the 
Eurozone is anticipated to potentially become a major sticking point between Rome and Brussels. Another area of 
contention is likely to be Rome’s position on Russia amid the war in Ukraine. Unsurprisingly, Meloni has distanced her 
coalition from Russia since the beginning of the war, but it’s worth noting that all three coalition parties have previously 
expressed pro-Russian positions, meaning it shouldn’t come as a shock if Italy’s support for Ukraine lessens as Rome 
tackles its own economic challenges. 

Sweden has seen a similar coalition built, with the far-right Sweden Democrats taking 20.5 percent of the vote, making it 
the largest party in the right-leaning coalition, with more votes than its more traditional centre-right coalition partner – the 
Moderates party – whose leader, Ulf Kristersson, has become prime minister. Despite their strong showing, the Sweden 
Democrats have not taken cabinet positions due to another coalition partner – the Liberal Party – rejecting the possibility. 
Nevertheless, the far-right party is still expected to hold major influence over government policy and will likely demand 
changes to immigration, policing, social benefits, and environmental regulations. The issue of immigration is thought to 
have been a key reason for many voters choosing to switch allegiance in the last election, as the public increasingly feel the 
country’s history of openness to political refugees has been exploited. Sweden has also seen an increase in gun crime and 
gang violence in recent years, and the far-right has had a relatively successful campaign by tying the longstanding crime 
issue to immigration, blaming the country’s open borders and the former centre-left government’s non-existent integration 
policies for migrants.

EUROPE
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The political, social, and economic factors contributing towards the success of the far-right in Italy are very different to the 
political environment influencing a similar ideological shift in Sweden. Some observers have highlighted the unique 
circumstances of both countries bearing similar results as evidence of how an intrinsically nationalist ideology has grown 
into a global movement as trends see voters reach for the more self-preservationist policy of populist right-wing parties in 
times of unequalled instability and political uncertainty. Things that are considered a threat to the concept of the 
nation-state – such as migration and cultural change - are increasingly being rejected in favour of the core populist tenet of 
nativism. Such thinking has gained legitimacy in Europe following the developments in Italy and Sweden, and this is likely 
to spell a ‘fourth wave’ of far-right politics across the wider content, with the first ‘wave’ generally seen as having emerged 
in the years between World War I and II. Amid this fourth wave, the previously marginalised ideologies of what were then 
fringe parties are increasingly becoming more mainstream – leading to a blurring of the distinction between what should 
be considered mainstream right and the far-right.
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Netherlands
9 September 2022: Vlissingen stabbing kills one
A stabbing incident which occurred in the Vlissingen area 
of Zeeland has apparently seen one victim die, while police 
have detained at least one suspect in connection with the 
attack. The fatal stabbing happened during the late hours 
of Thursday evening, at around 22:40 local time, in the 
Bellamypark area of the city. Investigations into the motive 
remain ongoing.

Italy
9 September 2022: One killed in Apulia stabbing
A fatal stabbing incident has been reported in the Apulia 
area, leaving at least one victim dead. Local police have 
confirmed the incident and the death, stating that the 
stabbing apparently occurred overnight, during the late 
hours of Thursday evening near the Zapponeta and 
Manfredonia area of Apulia. It’s understood that police have 
made at least one arrest in connection with the killing.

Germany
9 September 2022: Suspect shot dead by police in 
Ansbach
A male suspect has allegedly been shot dead amid an armed 
confrontation with police in Ansbach, Bavaria. The incident 
occurred near Ansbach train station in the Bahnhofplatz 
area, where police were called out in response to reports 
of a male armed with a knife, who has purportedly injured 
people. It’s understood the suspect stabbed and injured at 
least two people on Thursday evening. Upon responding to 
the incident, police officers were apparently forced to open 
fire after the suspect resisted arrest, resulting in the 
suspect’s death. 

Portugal
9 September 2022: Fatal stabbing reported in Setubal
A deadly stabbing incident has been reported in the Setubal 
area on Friday. The stabbing apparently occurred during 
the early hours of Friday morning, at around 01:30 local 
time. The incident has left at least one victim dead, while 
police have confirmed the arrests of at least five suspects in 
connection with the killing, which occurred outside a bar on 
Avenida 5 de Outubro.

France
12 September 2022: Two killed in Marseille shooting
Two people have reportedly been shot dead in an incident 
which occurred in Marseille on Monday morning. The 
shooting apparently happened during the early hours of the 
morning, between the hours of 03:30 and 04:30 local time. 
Police have indicated the victims were shot dead in the 

13th arrondissement, near the Residence les Lauriers area, 
just off the A507/L2 motorway, near Malpasse. No arrests 
have been made thus far.

Denmark
13 September 2022: Fatal shooting reported in 
Copenhagen
A deadly shooting incident has apparently been reported 
in the capital city, Copenhagen, leaving at least one victim 
dead. Police have indicated that the shooting happened 
during the late hours of Monday evening in the 
Frederikssundvej 25 area of Copenhagen. The deceased has 
been identified as a 24-year-old male. Several shots are 
believed to have been fired. No arrests have been made 
yet.

UK
18 September 2022: Police deployed to calm community 
tensions
Police were deployed to Leicester on Saturday night 
following tensions between members of the Muslim and 
Hindu communities. The unrest was sparked by an 
unplanned protest in the east of the city and 27 arrests 
have been made. There have been several similar incidents 
in Leicester since the India vs Pakistan cricket match late 
last month. “It’s very worrying for people in the areas where 
this has happened,” said Leicester city mayor Sir Peter 
Soulsby.

Czech Republic
22 September 2022: First monkeypox death confirmed
Czechia has confirmed its first fatal case of monkeypox. The 
case has been confirmed on Wednesday, in a patient being 
treated at a hospital in the capital city, Prague. According to 
reports, the patient is understood to have been 
immunocompromised, with the final cause of death listed 
as pneumonia, which was triggered by the patient falling ill 
with monkeypox. So far, 66 confirmed cases of monkeypox 
have been detected nationwide.

Russia
26 September 2022: Fifteen killed in Izhevskschool 
shooting
At least 15 people have been killed, including 11 children, 
while around 24 others have also been injured amid a 
recent shooting incident which has allegedly occurred at 
a school in Izhevsk, Udmurtia, on Monday morning. The 
gunman is said to have killed himself at the scene, and has 
since been identified as a former pupil of the school.
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On 16 September 22-year-old Masha Amini died in police custody in Tehran, three days after she was detained for 
allegedly breaking Iran’s strict dress code. Officials claimed that she died after suffering a heart attack at a police station, 
but her family denied that she had any heart problems and said they held the police responsible. Rumours quickly spread 
that she had been beaten in police custody before leaked medical reports suggested that severe head trauma caused her 
death. President Ebrahim Raisi ordered an investigation, but this did nothing to calm tensions. 

The security forces fired tear gas at protesters during Amini’s funeral, which was held in her hometown of Saqez in the 
Kurdistan province. Unrest quickly spread to Tehran, where female students held a rally at the city’s university, before 
reaching other towns and cities across Iran. The government has responded to these latest protests as it often does, with 
violence. Internet restrictions have been imposed, particularly on social media as many of those taking part are from Iran’s 
youth. Women have been front and centre of the protests, most notably in Shiraz where schoolgirls removed their head-
scarves and heckled a member of Iran’s feared paramilitary Basij force. Public anger has been compounded by the death of 
16-year-old Nika Shakarami, who went missing after joining protests in Tehran on 20 September. The security forces 
denied that she was killed in police custody, although when her body was returned to her family there was evidence that 
she had been badly beaten. Her social media accounts had also been deleted after she went missing, adding to the 
suspicion of state involvement. Nika’s mother, Nasrin Shakarami, accused the authorities of killing her daughter and forcing 
other family members to publicly confirm the official account of what happened.

There has been international condemnation of the Iranian government and its use of force against the protesters. Human 
rights groups in the country claim more than 130 people have been killed and hundreds more arrested over the last three 
weeks. The US has imposed sanctions on Iran’s morality police and other key officials, including the interior and 
communications ministers. “The United States condemns the Iranian government’s internet shutdown and continued 
violent suppression of peaceful protests and will not hesitate to target those who direct and support such actions,” said US 
Treasury official Brian Nelson in a statement. Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei has blamed the US and Israel for 
provoking what he described as “riots” and reiterated claims that Amini’s death was an accident that “deeply broke my 
heart.”

The Iranian regime has survived large scale protests before, such as the Green Movement in 2009 and the rallies over 
rising costs and economic hardship that have occurred since 2018. The current outbreak is unlikely to result in any 
significant changes; however, it is worth noting that these protests are driven by anger at the treatment of women in 
Iran and the regime’s totalitarian system. They suggest a deeper resentment that is only going to grow. Young women are 
taking to the streets on their own, they are not answering the call of a political or religious party. Many of them are singing 
Shervin Hajipour’s song, “Baraye,” the lyrics of which are composed of crowdsourced social media posts by protesters. The 
song - the final verse of which goes “for women, life, freedom,” – has become an anthem for young women across Iran. 
Hajipour was arrested a day after posting the song on Instagram and the video removed after officials claims it breached 
copyright rules. That has only increased its popularity and the song is being sung at rallies, in classrooms and at home. The 
young women of Iran have found their voice and they are tired of being silent.

MENA
Iran: Death of young woman sparks protests
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Egypt
15 September 2022: Al Jazeera journalist released 
Al Jazeera journalist Ahmed El-Nagdy has been released by 
the Egyptian authorities after spending two years in 
preventive custody. His release comes after Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi travelled to Qatar, where the 
network is based, for the first time since the two countries 
restored relations. Three of his colleagues, Hisham Abdel 
Aziz, Bahauddin Ibrahim and Rabie el-Sheikh, remain in 
detention. They were accused of “membership of a banned 
group” and “spreading false information.”

Algeria
16 September 2022: President Tebboune replaces 
governors in reshuffle
President Abdelmadjib Tebboune has replaced 16 
governors as part of a broader government reshuffle. The 
most high profile of these was the appointment of MP 
Abdelnour Rabhi as the governor of Algiers to replace 
Ahmed Moabed. Earlier this week the president replaced six 
ministers, including the interior minister. Tebboune has not 
given any reasons for the changes.

Lebanon
17 September 2022: Banks to close after hold-ups
Banks in Lebanon will close for three days next week in 
response to a series of hold-ups. On Friday eight banks 
across the country were targeted by armed customers who 
were demanding access to their savings. The recent wave of 
incidents began last month when a gunman held staff 
hostage at a bank in Beirut. He was arrested but later 
released and hailed as a public hero. 

Yemen
17 September 2022: Southern separatists drive AQAP from 
Abyan positions
Troops from the Southern Transitional Council (STC) have 
driven al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) militants 
from a stronghold in Abyan province. One soldier was killed 
and four others wounded in the operation, which was 
carried out in the Omaran valley on Thursday. “They tried 
to stop our forces’ advance into the valley by deploying 
snipers, planting IEDs (improvised explosive devices) and 
blowing up bridges and roads,” STC spokesman 
Mohammed Al-Naqeeb told reporters. 

Iraq
26 September 2022: IRGC shell Kurdish groups in Sidakan
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) fired shells 
at Kurdish opposition groups in the Sidakan district of 
northern Iraq over the weekend. In a statement, the IRGC 

accused Komala and the Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran 
(KDPI) of attempting to cause chaos in Iran by supplying 
weapons to anti-government protesters. Demonstrations 
are ongoing in Iran following the death of a young woman 
in police custody. More than 40 people have been killed 
and hundreds more arrested during 10 days of unrest.

Palestinian Authority
26 September 2022: Palestinians wounded in Al-Aqsa 
clashes
At least three Palestinians were wounded and 10 others 
have been detained in clashes with the Israeli security 
forces at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound. The unrest was 
sparked when hundreds of ultranationalist Jews entered 
the compound under Israeli police protection on Monday. 
Several hundred ultranationalists had also entered the 
compound on Sunday. The latest unrest at the site, which 
is one of the holiest in Islam, comes at the start of Rosh 
Hashanah.

Tunisia
26 September 2022: Hundreds protest against inflation
Hundreds of people joined a protest in Tunis on Sunday 
night to denounce rising inflation in the country. The 
protesters gathered in the Douar Hicher district of the 
capital and called on President Kais Saied to do more to 
improve the economic situation. Police also clashed with 
protesters in Mornag in Ben Arous governorate following 
the suicide of a street vendor. 

Libya
27 September 2022: Five killed in Zawiyah clashes
Five people have been killed in fighting in the western town 
of Zawiyah. Thirteen people were also wounded in the 
unrest, which erupted on Monday between rival armed 
groups linked to the defence and interior ministries 
respectively. The UN mission in Libya (UNSMIL) 
condemned the fighting and the use of heavy artillery in 
urban areas. Unconfirmed reports suggest that the clashes 
were caused by a dispute over fuel smuggling.

Saudi Arabia
28 September 2022: MBS named prime minister
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) has been 
named as the kingdom’s prime minister. The official Saudi 
Press Agency announced the move following a cabinet 
reshuffle ordered by King Salman. The crown prince is 
the de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia, although the king is the 
official head of state. He previously served as deputy prime 
minister and defence minister.
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