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In February 2023, Nigerians will head to the polls to elect a new president for a four-year term. With 18 candidates vying 
to replace current President Muhammadu Buhari, the ballot will be crowded and the stakes will be high. When Buhari 
first took office in 2015, he promised to do away with corruption, revitalise the economy, and tackle the insecurity and 
violence that has gripped the country for several years. None of these goals was achieved, and the circumstances in the 
country have only worsened during Buhari’s tenure. In this crucial election, most Nigerians will be paying close attention to 
the solutions each candidate will propose to address a long list of intersecting issues related to the economy and national 
security.

Africa’s most populous country is currently grappling with a crippling cost of living crisis and troubling economic situation. 
The country’s budget deficit is increasing rapidly while national revenue has shrunk. In the first four months of this year, 
Nigeria’s fiscal position worsened when the cost to repay national debt surpassed government revenue. Last month, 
Nigeria’s inflation rate soared to a 17-year high of 20.8 percent. The increase, driven by a weaker currency and factors 
such as the war in Ukraine and the Covid-19 pandemic, caused a subsequent increase in export prices.

According to the World Bank, inflation will likely push an additional one million Nigerians into poverty by the end of this 
year. This is in addition to the six million people the financial institution had predicted would fall into poverty earlier this 
year. The rising inflation rate has already contributed to poverty because the cost of essential goods continues to 
skyrocket while average incomes have steadily declined. Recently, devastating flooding over large parts of the country has 
only worsened this situation by washing away desperately needed crops and pushing food bills even higher. Nigeria’s 
economic downturn is also contributing to increasing levels of civil unrest. For eight months this year, the Academic Staff 
Union of Universities (ASUU) was on strike over the government’s refusal to ensure better welfare packages and improved 
facilities for the country’s universities. The strike was suspended in mid-October, but it could resume if lingering 
disagreements between the union and the government are not resolved. In the past month, workers in industries such as 
aviation, transportation, and public service have also staged protests and strikes over wages and working conditions.

As economic conditions in Nigeria continue to deteriorate, further instances of civil unrest and violence are inevitable. The 
country faces a deeply complex security situation, with every region facing some form of violence and instability. Nigeria’s 
government has failed to contain a violent insurgency waged by Boko Haram and the Islamic State West Africa Province 
(ISWAP) that further destabilises the country and claims thousands of lives. Kidnapping for ransom is prevalent in the 
north-west, used by bandits and armed groups as an easy way to make money in the country’s dire socioeconomic 
situation. A worrying trend of cultism in the south of Nigeria has posed a national and international security risk. 
South-eastern areas are dealing with a growing secessionist movement as the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) 
movement continues campaigning to restore a Biafran breakaway state.

Above all these pressing security concerns, the farmer-herder conflict in the north is Nigeria’s most deadly security 
problem. Nomadic Fulani herders in northern Nigeria have been forced to relocate in search of safe, fertile pastures as 
desertification claims more land in the Sahel region. As the herders have moved further south, they have encroached on 
the land of predominantly Hausa farmers, triggering land disputes between the two groups. Violent clashes are common 
in the north and north-central areas of the country, and mass abductions of children are on the rise, typically done to earn 
money while intimidating government forces and landowners. This conflict will get worse as this year’s flooding destroys 
even more arable land, making resources shared by the two groups even more scarce.

Whoever takes office following the upcoming election has a daunting task ahead of them. Security sector reform and 
immediate action to nurse Nigeria’s economy back to health is desperately needed, and it will undoubtedly be a challenge 
to cut through the noise of politics and cultural allegiances to deliver concrete solutions. It remains to be seen whether 
Nigeria’s new leader will chart a new path to mitigate these complex issues or will follow in their predecessor’s footsteps.
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Zimbabwe
10 October 2022: Zanu-PF, CIO members attack journalist 
in Harare
A group of Zanu-PF supporters and suspected members 
of the Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO) reportedly 
assaulted a journalist in Harare on Saturday. The suspects 
allegedly attacked the victim in the suburb of Kuwadzana, 
confiscating his mobile phone and deleting footage while 
the journalist was covering the ruling party’s Central 
Committee elections.

Burundi
17 October 2022: Dozens of Rwandan rebels killed by 
Burundian army
At least 54 people were reportedly killed during clashes 
between the National Liberation Front (FLN) and the 
National Defense Force of Burundi (FDNB) in Cibitoke. The 
FDNB began a security operation against the FLN on 26 
September, triggering clashes until 15 October. Local 
reports say that 42 FLN militants and 12 FDNB troops 
were killed over the three weeks of fighting. Residents in 
the villages of Rutorero, Gafumbegeti, and Ngara in Mabayi 
and Bumba and Ruhema in Bukinanyana have reportedly 
been displaced due to the violence.

Chad
20 October 2022: Scores killed during clashes between 
protesters and police in N’Djamena
On Thursday, clashes broke out between protestors and 
police during anti-government protests in N’Djamena. The 
incident occurred as protesters took to the streets in the 
early morning local time to call for a return to civilian rule. 
Protesters have reportedly attacked the party headquarters 
of recently-appointed Prime Minister Saleh Kebzabo and 
have set fire to the main entrance of the building. Police 
have used tear gas and live bullets to disperse the protests, 
and security forces have blocked some parts of the capital. 
At least 50 people have been killed, and several others have 
been injured during the clashes. 

Nigeria
21 October 2022: Multiple people killed during clashes 
between herders and farmers in Ukum
At least 23 people were killed during clashes between 
herders and farmers in Ukum, Benue State, on Thursday. 
Residents say that the violence began when the herders 
attacked the village of Gbeji after villagers killed two herders 
and stole their cattle. Violent disputes between herders and 
farmers have become more common in Nigeria as growing 
pressure on land resources by population growth has led to 
competition over land use.

Burkina Faso
25 October 2022: Dozens killed during attack on army base 
in Djibo
At least ten soldiers were killed, and 50 others were 
wounded during an attack in Djibo, Soum on Monday. 
Suspected jihadist militants attacked the 14th Combined 
Arms Regiment military base in the morning local time, 
prompting clashes with the soldiers stationed at the base. 
According to the army, at least 18 militants were killed 
during the attack. Air reinforcements were deployed to 
the area after the incident to carry out relief and response 
operations.

Ethiopia
25 October 2022: Dozens killed during drone strikes in 
West Shewa
Local media reported on Tuesday that at least 68 people 
were killed and over 100 others were wounded in an 
airstrike in West Shewa, Oromia. The attack occurred in Ofu 
Bekke village, Chobi district on Sunday morning. Airstrikes 
were also reported in Bosat, Fantale, Meta Walqite, Nunu 
Qumba, and Gindeberet. Ethiopian federal and 
regional government forces have recently carried out 
frequent attacks against the Oromo Liberation Army, with 
some sources saying at least six strikes have taken place 
since 20 October.

South Africa
30 October 2022: Gunmen kill seven in Johannesburg 
shooting
At least seven people have been killed in a shooting in 
Johannesburg. Four suspects opened fire after they tried to 
steal from street vendors, who resisted. Four others were 
also wounded in the shooting, which occurred in Finetown 
on Saturday night.

Somalia
30 October 2022: Scores killed in Mogadishu car bombings
At least 100 people have been killed and around 300 
others wounded in a twin car bomb attack in Mogadishu. 
The devices exploded outside the Education Ministry, 
located at the busy Sobe intersection, on Saturday. The 
second blast struck as the emergency services were 
responding to the first explosion. President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud condemned the attack and called on the 
international community to send doctors and medical 
supplies. The al-Shabaab militant group claimed 
responsibility for the attack.
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Following the runoff elections that took place on 30 October, Brazilians voted Luis Inacio ‘Lula’ da Silva back into office by 
a narrow 1.8 percentage point victory over incumbent President Jair Bolsonaro. After all of the votes had been counted, 
President Bolsonaro stayed silent for a full 48 hours before “conceding” his defeat as tensions mounted, and his supporters 
set up multiple protests and blockades throughout the country. Even though President Bolsonaro did not directly concede 
defeat, he did ultimately break his silence and asked the protesters to remove the blockades before stating that he would 
“respect the constitution”.  

According to Brazilian politics experts, Lula might find running the country harder this time around given that the 
country went through a recession from 2014-2016 and the situation was further compounded by the economic strains of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. In his victory speech, Lula said he was “half happy and half worried” following the narrowest 
victory since Brazil’s return to democracy in the 1980s. As the speech was being given, some 300 roadblocks across 26 
states were reportedly in place, with pro-Bolsonaro protesters (mainly lorry drivers) burning tyres and calling for military 
intervention in order to stop the transfer of power. Before calling the protesters off, Bolsonaro said the roadblocks 
reflected “a sense of injustice about how the electoral process was carried out”. 

Additionally, the Brazilian population has made it clear that they have not forgotten about Lula’s corruption scandal known 
as ‘Lava Jato’ (Car Wash), which came to light in 2014 and eventually landed him in jail. After serving 19 months in prison, 
Lula’s convictions were annulled by the Supreme Court in 2021, making him eligible to run for office once more. Lula said 
his priorities will be to set up a “coherent” economic ministry that can work with both congress and the markets, as well as 
devising “a big public-private infrastructure program and much-needed tax reforms”. Moreover, Lula said he would cut back 
on deforestation activity, which had soared under President Bolsonaro. Lula also said he plans to re-establish diplomatic 
relations with France and the US. 

Even though Lula is known to have better relationships with the country’s institutions than his predecessor, experts 
suggest he may need to build alliances with centrist parties such as the Brazilian Democratic Movement and the Social 
Democratic Party in order to create a comprehensive and diverse cabinet and aim at building a small majority coalition, 
instead of a super majority as he previously enjoyed. As Congress is still dominated by conservatives, Lula will need to 
appoint an independent Attorney-General that would clearly be granted on the basis of merit rather than loyalty, so as to 
not hamper his credibility. 

As for Bolsonaro, it would be safe to conclude that reticence to make direct allegations of fraud in the elections - as he 
warned he would – suggests that he plans to run a strong opposition and make a comeback in 2026. Lula is right to worry 
that even though Bolsonaro will not be in power, Bolsonarism remains alive and well in the lower houses, a threat he will 
have to navigate carefully. 
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Mexico
6 October 2022: Eighteen killed, three injured after 
shooting attack in San Miguel Totolapan
Eighteen people, including the mayor, were killed and three 
others were injured following a shooting attack by an armed 
criminal group in San Miguel Totolapan, Guerrero yesterday 
afternoon. The incident occurred at city hall and its 
immediate surroundings after the ‘Los Tequileros’ gang 
attacked the building.

Argentina
7 October 2022: One dead, eight injured after clashes 
between football fans and police in Buenos Aires
One person died and at least eight others were injured after 
football fans clashed with police in Buenos Aires yesterday 
evening. The incident occurred at the Juan Carmelo 
Zerillo Stadium, in La Plata, at around 19:30 local time, 
when police used rubber bullets and tear gas in order to 
prevent fans from entering the already-full stadium. Due to 
the incident, the match was suspended after nine minutes 
of play.

Colombia
7 October 2022: One police officer killed, two injured after 
shootout in Bogotá
One police officer was killed and two others were injured 
following a shootout in Bogotá yesterday afternoon. The 
incident occurred in Olaya at around 17:30 local time. 
According to police, the incident ensued as a detainee was 
being escorted to a dental appointment and ran into an 
ambush.

Venezuela
9 October 2022: Deadly landslides hit Caracas
At least 22 people have been killed and dozens more are 
missing following landslides in Las Tejerias, south of 
Caracas. Torrential rain caused the El Pato river to burst 
its banks on Saturday, sending a wave of mud and debris 
towards the town. President Nicolas Maduro described the 
situation as “difficult and painful”, adding that more than 
20,000 officials had been deployed to assist people 
affected by flooding across the country in recent weeks.

Peru
11 October 2022: Two police officers killed, two injured 
after shootout in Huancayo
Two police officers were killed and two others were injured 
following a shootout between suspected drug traffickers 
and police in Huancayo, Junín yesterday evening. The 
incident occurred in Chamisería, at around 21:00 local time 
when an anti-drug operative was ambushed by the 

suspects. No arrests have been made. 

Trinidad & Tobago
13 October 2022: Civilian kidnapped and killed in Port of 
Spain
A civilian was kidnapped and killed in Port of Spain. Police 
found the victim on Duncan Street at around 00:15 local 
time when nearby residents reported gunshots. According 
to police, the victim had been reported missing three days 
prior.

Haiti
25 October 2022: Two gang members shot and killed by 
police in Port-de-Paix
Four suspected gang members were shot and killed by 
police following shootouts in Port-de-Paix, Nord-Ouest and 
Petion-Ville, Ouest yesterday afternoon. Two suspects were 
gunned down by police in Grigri at around 16:00 local time 
and two others were killed along Route des Fréres a few 
minutes later.

Brazil
26 October 2022: Five minors kidnapped in Salvador
Five minors were kidnapped in Salvador, Bahia yesterday 
morning. The incident was reported in Sieiro, Liberdade at 
around 06:30 local time. According to police, the suspect 
has been identified and a rescue operation is underway.

Paraguay
26 October 2022: Leader of EPP shot and killed by security 
forces in Cerro Guazú
Yesterday, the government of Paraguay announced that the 
Paraguayan People’s Army leader was shot and killed during 
a military operation in Cerro Guazú, Amambay. According 
to the statement, the Joint Task Force (FTC) executed an 
operation against the guerrilla group that had been 
kidnapping citizens since 2008 and was led by the victim 
Osvaldo Villalba. 

Chile
27 October 2022: Port Workers Union stage strike, derail 
activity throughout 23 ports
Authorities in Chile reported that the country’s Port Union 
began a strike yesterday morning. At around 07:00 local 
time, some 6,500 workers throughout 23 ports walked out 
of their respective posts in order to demand better working 
conditions. The strikes have affected activity at the Iquique 
(ITI), Antofagasta (ATI), San Antonio (STI) and San Vicente 
(SVTI) terminals.
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After battling a series of court cases in which he faced terror-related charges for controversial remarks made during a political 
rally, October saw ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan dominate the country’s by-elections, winning six out of the seven National 
Assembly seats that he contested. Instead of taking up the seats though, Khan called for a fresh general election, claiming the 
victories were evidence of the public’s support for him. Khan suffered another setback though, after the election commission 
disqualified him from holding public office following the by-elections; however, he stated that if a new election hadn’t been held 
by the end of the month, he would lead a long march from Lahore to Islamabad. It was during this march that Khan was shot and 
injured in what appeared to have been an attempt on his life.

Earlier this year, the government of former international cricket star turned politician Imran Khan was ousted in a vote of 
no-confidence - making Khan the first Pakistani Prime Minister to be removed by such a motion. Six months on, Khan remains at 
the centre of major political turmoil in Pakistan, as his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party and its supporters have loyally backed 
him, taking to the streets in their tens of thousands as they’ve rallied against the new government, led by new PM Shehbaz 
Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League party. Sharif is the brother of convicted ex-PM Nawaz Sharif.

Khan was elected PM in 2018, replacing Nawaz Sharif, and promised to combat corruption and to tackle the country’s struggling 
economy. Neither pledge has been realised, with the country’s economic situation now considerably worse than when Khan 
inherited it - partly due to the financial strain of the Covid-19 pandemic, along with restrictive agricultural policies, and the 
impact of devastating floods. Instead of the “Islamic welfare state” Khan promised, in which wealth would have in theory been 
‘shared’ through reformed tax measures, the country saw inflation soar and its currency plummet in value as Pakistan’s debt rose 
uncontrollably - sparking allegations of economic mismanagement by Khan and his government.

Once seen as the military’s favoured ‘change’ candidate amid disillusionment with the ‘old political order’ of the Sharif clan, it’s 
unclear whether Khan’s failures to deliver on his election promises are a by-product, or a cause, of him losing the support of key 
influential generals. Pakistan has a questionable history of coups deposing leaders, and despite falling out with the Pakistani 
military towards the end of his tenure, Khan held onto power for a little while longer and had aimed to become the first Pakistani 
PM to see out a full, five-year term; however, through a series of defections, he lost his majority in parliament and opposition 
parties - which Khan claimed were colluding with the US - saw an opportunity. Khan accused his political opponents and 
Washington of seeking regime change due to his policies on Afghanistan, Russia, and China - claims he was unable to provide 
evidence to back up, while the US denied any foreign interference.

The by-elections in October were triggered by PTI legislators resigning en masse following Khan’s removal from power in April. 
Despite having won six out of seven seats contested, the PTI stated the party had no intention of taking up any of the seats 
won, due to having decided in principle not to participate in the parliament which ousted Khan. Instead, the PTI has insisted the 
election victories were evidence that the electorate had effectively voted for a new election, although the next general election 
isn’t due until July 2023 - five years after the election which saw Khan come to power. Pakistan’s election commission’s move to 
disqualify Khan has been criticised by the PTI as being politically motivated, as many suspect the government hopes to prevent 
Khan from being able to contest a general election altogether.
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Thailand
6 October 2022: Gun attack kills dozens at pre-school
Dozens of people have reportedly been killed at a 
pre-school in Nong Bua Lamphu, in the north-east of the 
country. According to preliminary reports, at least 31 people 
have been killed after a former police officer opened fire at 
a pre-school child daycare centre. Police say the attacker 
has shot and stabbed both children and adults and remains 
at large following the attack - the motive for which has yet 
to be determined as police pursue the perpetrator.

Afghanistan
6 October 2022: Bomb attack kills four at Interior Ministry 
mosque
A recent bomb attack has reportedly killed at least four 
people at the Interior Ministry mosque building in Kabul. 
The suicide bombing allegedly hit the mosque on 
Wednesday afternoon and has left four people dead and a 
further 25 others injured. The attack was apparently carried 
out as ministry workers and visitors were praying inside the 
mosque. The ministry is located on Kabul’s main road next 
to Kabul International Airport, and is in its own fortified 
compound. No immediate claim of responsibility has been 
made for the attack, which comes less than a week after 
another suicide bombing killed 53 students in Kabul’s Shia 
Muslim Hazara majority Dasht-e-Barchi area. It’s suspected 
the Islamic State (IS) may be responsible for both attacks.

Nepal
12 October 2022: Floods and landslides kill 33
At least 33 people have reportedly died amid widespread 
flooding and landslides across parts of western Nepal. The 
fatalities have mostly been incurred within the last seven 
days, after heavy rainfall in the region triggered massive 
disruption. The wet weather has come as the worst of the 
monsoon rains hit the north-western Karnali province, 
where thousands of residents have been evacuated and 
hundreds of homes have been damaged. While 33 deaths 
have been confirmed, some 22 people still remain 
unaccounted for, and scores more have also been injured. 

Pakistan
17 October 2022: Police officer killed in Lahore shooting
A recent shooting incident has apparently left at least one 
police officer dead, in the Lahore area of Punjab province. 
The fatal shooting reportedly occurred on Monday in the 
Dera Chal area of Lahore, where the officer was allegedly 
targeted by unidentified armed assailants aboard a 
motorcycle. The suspects reportedly managed to flee the 
scene immediately after the killing, and no arrests have 
been made so far as investigations get underway.

Myanmar
24 October 2022: Scores killed amid Hpakant airstrike
Several dozen people have allegedly been killed amid a 
recent airstrike which has purportedly been conducted by 
the junta regime forces in Hpakant, Kachin. According to 
local sources, some 50 fatalities have provisionally been 
reported on Sunday, following the alleged strike shortly 
before 20:45 local time in the evening. It’s claimed the 
airstrike targeted a local music festival and left scores killed 
and wounded. Further details have yet to be independently 
verified.

Papua New Guinea
25 October 2022: Dozens killed in Kiriwina Island tribal 
clash
Dozens of people have allegedly been killed amid a recent 
tribal clash which has broken out on Kiriwina Island of Milne 
Bay Province within the last 24 hours. The fighting is said 
to have erupted between two rival tribal communities: the 
Kuboma, and the Kulumata tribes. The violence has
reportedly led to the deaths of at least 32 people so far, 
with a further 15 others still unaccounted for and feared 
wounded or dead.

South Korea
29 October 2022: Dozens killed in Halloween crowd crush, 
Seoul
Scores of people have been killed following a crowd crush 
which occurred amid Halloween celebrations in Seoul. At 
least 146 people have been confirmed dead so far, while 
an additional 150 others have also been wounded. The 
crush occurred in Seoul’s Itaewon district and has sparked 
an emergency government meeting led by South Korean 
President Yoon Suk-yeol.

India
30 October 2022: Dozens killed after bridge collapses in 
Gujarat
At least 78 people have been killed after a bridge collapsed 
in the western state of Gujarat. Around 400 people were 
on the 100-year-old suspension bridge over the Machchhu 
River when it came down on Sunday at around 18:30 local 
time. The emergency services are at the scene to search 
for survivors. President Droupadi Murmu said his “thoughts 
and prayers” are with the victims.
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Westminster has undoubtedly experienced a tumultuous last couple of months, with not one, but two new Prime Ministers 
installed in quick succession amid a series of major economic policy blunders and U-turns. The dramatic series of events 
which saw former PM Liz Truss’ short-lived tenure come to an anti-climatic end has come amid a cost-of-living crisis which 
threatens to drag the country’s economy into recession, forcing the latest government line-up - led by new Tory leader and 
PM, Rishi Sunak - to brainstorm new ways to plug a potential £50bn-a-year fiscal black hole.

The UK is forecast to face a “very challenging” two-year recession, which some experts fear could be the longest on 
record. Inflation is at its highest for 40 years, while interest rates have also been rising since December in an effort to curb 
soaring prices. Talk of a major recession follows what was described as a serious economic downturn over the summer. 
The downward trend looks set to continue into next year, and potentially into the first half of 2024 - a general election 
year. Although the economic turmoil which emerged under Liz Truss’s government has begun to calm slightly, Sunak still 
has the worst of the battle yet to come and has promised a new plan to repair the country’s finances later this month, with 
further tax rises and spending cuts expected.

Sunak and newly appointed chancellor, Jeremy Hunt, are widely rumoured to be planning a windfall tax on oil and gas 
company profits, which could generate an additional £40bn for the public purse over the next five years. The move follows 
unusually high profits made by oil and gas firms, with British Petroleum (BP) seeing profits double recently due to soaring 
prices. The measure is likely to prove a popular one with the public, with both the US and Australian governments 
considering similar tax rises. 

However, Sunak’s so-called ‘stealth tax’ is set to be met with more suspicion from the electorate, as the two-year 
extension of an existing four-year freeze to income tax thresholds could have a significant impact on tax-payers’ pockets. 
The income tax rate freeze had been due to end in 2026, but will now remain in place until 2028 and effectively means 
that as inflation and wages rise year on year, a higher percentage of an earner’s income will be taxable, at varying rates. 
The freeze specifically applies to the £12,570 personal allowance and the higher-rate threshold, which could see some 
three million workers dragged into higher tax bands. As an example, financial advice firm NFU Mutual has estimated that 
individuals with a salary of £60,000 a year would expect to pay an additional £14,990 in income tax over the next five 
years, while a worker on £100,000 could pay up to an additional £35,836 in income tax. The two-year extension is 
anticipated to generate an extra £4bn to £5bn in tax revenues for the Treasury.

Chancellor Jeremy Hunt has indicated that he remains committed to fixing the country’s dire economic straits; however, 
opposition politicians have been increasingly calling for another general election amid the upset in Westminster. Leading 
figures from both Labour and the Liberal Democrats have criticised the Conservative government for allegedly forcing 
families and the working classes to effectively foot the bill for the economic impact of the six weeks of Tory chaos which 
led to Truss’ resignation. The Resolution Foundation, a think tank focusing on low-to-middle income households, has 
highlighted that the cost-of-living crisis will see the poorest households be hardest hit by surging food prices and energy 
bills, which are on course to become unaffordable for many. The think tank has urged the government to take decisive 
measures to calm the markets, but to also prioritise protecting vulnerable households from the worst of the crisis.
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Ireland
7 October 2022: Fatal stabbing reported in Tralee
A fatal stabbing incident has been reported in the Tralee 
area of County Kerry. The death was allegedly reportedly on 
Wednesday morning, having occurred during the morning 
near Old Rath Cemetery in the Ratass area of Tralee. Police 
have launched an investigation but not made any arrests in 
connection with the murder so far.

Poland
9 October 2022: Three people die after tourist boat 
capsizes in Gdansk
Three people have died after a wooden tourist boat 
capsized in the port city of Gdansk. Fourteen people were 
onboard the Galar Gdański when it capsized on the 
Motlawa river. Initials reports suggest a wave caused by a 
passing tug boat caused the vessel to turn over. The city’s 
mayor, Aleksandra Dulkiewicz, described the incident as a 
tragedy and said an investigation would be carried out.

Slovakia
13 October 2022: Two dead in LGBT bar shooting
Two people have reportedly died following a recent 
shooting incident which occurred outside an LGBT bar in 
Bratislava on Wednesday evening. The shooting happened 
shortly after 19:00 local time, near the Teplaren bar near 
the city centre. A third victim was also wounded in the 
attack, while the suspected gunman has since been found 
dead following a police manhunt. Initial investigations 
suggest the motive for the attack may have been influenced 
by recent social media posts by the suspect indicating he 
held anti-LGBT and anti-Semitic views. 

Spain
17 October 2022: Fatal clash reported in Granada
A fatal clash has reportedly broken out between two rival 
groups in the Salar area of Grenada. The fighting is said 
to have taken place over the weekend, breaking out as a 
result of an altercation which escalated suddenly on Sunday 
evening. According to reports, at least one person has died 
and four others have been wounded. The clash is believed 
to have been motivated by an ongoing dispute between 
rival families in the area.

Sweden
26 October 2022: Sandviken shooting kills one
A recent shooting incident which has occurred in the 
Sandviken area of Gastrikland has reportedly led to the 
death of at least one victim. The fatal shooting is 
understood to have happened on Tuesday evening, 
during the late hours, in the city’s Barrsatragatan area, 

where a 16-year-old boy was apparently shot dead on a 
bicycle path. The teenager was found dead at the scene. 

Austria
26 October 2022: Protesters block St Georgen im Attergau 
highway
Protesters have been holding a demonstration in St 
Georgen im Attergau on Wednesday, which has 
apparently led to localised traffic disruption after 
demonstrators blocked a section of a main highway which 
runs through the area. According to reports, the protesters 
blocked access roads and exits off the highway from 10:30 
until 13:30 local time on Wednesday, co-signing significant 
travel delays in both directions. The demonstration had 
been organised to protest against so-called ‘tent cities’ 
which have been set up as temporary accommodation for 
refugees near the Thalham reception centre.

North Macedonia
27 October 2022: Skopje schools targeted by bomb threats
Precautionary evacuations of five schools in the capital city 
of Skopje have been carried out within the last 24 hours 
following recent bomb threats. Local sources indicate that 
the threats identified five high schools in the capital, 
including Orce Nikolov school, Nikola Karev High School, 
Josep Broz Tito school, ASUC Boro Petrushevski school, 
and Rade Jovchevski-Korchagin school. 

Germany
30 October 2022: Three wounded in attack outside Iranian 
embassy
Three people have been wounded in an attack on a 
pro-democracy vigil outside the Iranian embassy in Berlin. 
Police said three masked men were seen ripping down 
banners before they attacked people in a mobile home at 
the site early on Sunday morning. The banners displayed 
messages including “Iranians want democracy” and “Women 
Life Freedom,” a key chant of anti-government protesters in 
Iran.

France
30 October 2022: Clashes erupt during protest against agro 
industry
Clashes erupted during protests against the deployment of 
new water storage infrastructure for agricultural irrigation in 
western France on Saturday. Thousands of people gathered 
in defiance of a ban on gatherings in Sainte-Soline in 
Deux-Sèvres department. Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin 
said 61 officers had been wounded in the unrest. 
Opponents to the giant water basins claim they distort 
access to water amid drought conditions.
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Shortly after Brazil saw a former president return to power, Israel witnessed its own political comeback. While Luiz Inácio 
‘Lula’ da Silva was out of office for more than a decade, Benjamin Netanyahu is back as prime minister after just over a year 
in opposition. His coalition won 64 of the 120 seats in the Israeli parliament - the Knesset - giving Netanyahu the majority 
that eluded him in the four previous elections held since 2019. 

He was forced from office in June 2021 following a series of political scandals, which included charges of bribery, fraud 
and breach of trust. The criminal cases against Netanyahu have been ongoing since a police investigation was launched in 
December 2016. They still hang over him, although critics fear that his comeback will see the charges dropped and his trial 
cancelled. What is probably more likely is a plea bargain; talks were held between former Attorney-General Avichai 
Mandelblit and Netanyahu in January and could well resume in the near future. The trial was also less significant during 
this election than it had been in 2021. Netanyahu’s victory came amid a backdrop of increasing violence in the occupied 
West Bank and fears over security, Jewish nationalism and the economy appeared to be far more pressing when Israelis 
went to the ballot box this time. More than 100 Palestinians have been killed during Israeli army raids in the occupied 
West Bank this year, while attacks by Palestinian militants have killed 20 people in Israel and at Israeli settlements.

Netanyahu’s return has been aided by an alliance that would have previously seemed unthinkable. Itamar Ben-Gvir, a 
far-right politician convicted for incitement to racism and once declared unfit for office by Netanyahu, is now central to 
Israel’s new government. He has previously called for the deportation of Israeli Arabs deemed to be “disloyal” and has 
opposed moves to secularize aspects of Israeli public life. He was also quoted as shouting: “I’ll mow you down. We’re the 
landlords here, remember that, I am your landlord,” while brandishing a gun in the Sheikh Jarrah district of East 
Jerusalem. His Otzma Yehudit (Jewish Power) party is a member of the Religious Zionism alliance of far-right parties, which 
also includes the pro-settler National Union party and the anti-LGBTQ Noam party. They secured 14 seats in the Knesset, 
up from six in the previous election, making them the third-largest party in Israel. By contrast, the once powerful Labor 
party, which had already been in decline for several years, won just four seats. The left-wing Meretz fared even worse, 
failing to secure a single seat in the Knesset.

The result will have significant implications for Israel and the Palestinians, particularly those living in East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank. US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken reaffirmed Washington’s commitment to a two-state solution to the 
Israel-Palestine conflict in a phone call with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas over the weekend. The likelihood of this 
being revived under this government is practically nil, while a single state with equal rights for all is even less likely. Instead, 
there will be more Israeli settlements in the West Bank, provoking further anger and violence among the Palestinians who 
continue to live there and making a Palestinian state even less viable. 

MENA
Israel: Netanyahu returns with far-right coalition
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Iraq
5 October 2022: Turkish rights activist shot dead in 
Sulaymaniyah
A Turkish women’s rights activist was shot dead in the 
Kurdish city of Sulaymaniyah on Tuesday. Nagihan Akarsel 
was targeted outside her home by unknown assailants. 
Members of the local internal security forces (Asayish) said 
several suspects have been arrested in connection with the 
killing, although no motive has yet been established.

Yemen
10 October 2022: Four soldiers killed in roadside bombing, 
Abyan
Four Yemeni soldiers have been killed and several others 
wounded in a roadside bomb attack in Abyan province. Two 
devices exploded as a convoy of soldiers drove through the 
Omaran valley on Sunday. The area was a stronghold of 
al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) until they were 
recently driven out by troops from the Southern Transitional 
Council (STC). “We don’t know if the roadside bombs were 
planted by al-Qaeda today or during the most recent 
military operations,” said Mohammed Al-Naqeeb, a 
spokesman for the STC.

Syria
18 October 2022: Dozens killed in clashes between rebel 
groups
At least 58 people have been killed inter-rebel fighting in 
northern Syria. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
(SOHR) said 28 members of the Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham 
alliance (HTS) were among those killed in the clashes, which 
have been ongoing since 8 October near the Turkish border. 
The fighting started between two rival pro-Turkish groups in 
the town of Al-Bab in Aleppo before spreading.

Algeria
19 October 2022: Two militants killed by troops in Tipaza
Two militants have been killed by the Algerian security 
forces in Tipaza province. The Ministry of National Defense 
said in a statement that the operation was conducted in 
Benu Mileuk on Tuesday. Two submachine guns, a bomb 
and ammunition was recovered by troops. There were no 
reports on what organisation or group the suspects 
belonged to.

Lebanon
20 October 2022: Parliament fails to elect new president
Lebanon’s parliament has failed to elect a successor to 
President Michel Aoun. This is the third time that parliament 
has been unable to agree on a candidate and comes just 
over a week before Aoun’s term is due to end. A total of 

119 of 128 MPs turned up to vote, but frontrunner Michel 
Moawad only received 42 votes, short of the 65 required. 
Blank ballots were cast by 55 lawmakers.

Sudan
25 October 2022: Protesters join rally to mark coup 
anniversary
Protesters have joined a large rally to mark the first 
anniversary of an army coup. Thousands of people took 
to the streets of Khartoum and other towns and cities in 
defiance of warnings by the authorities. Internet access 
has been restricted, while officials in the capital ordered all 
public institutions and businesses to close. A large security 
presence has been reported, with several major roads and 
bridges in Khartoum blocked by troops.  Gen Abdel-Fattah 
Burhan dissolved the ruling Sovereign Council last year and 
arrested the transitional prime minister.

Qatar
27 October 2022: LGBTQ+ campaigner stopped by police 
for protesting
British LGBTQ+ rights campaigner Peter Tatchell has been 
stopped by police while protesting in Doha. He was 
holding a one-man demonstration on Tuesday against 
Qatar’s treatment of LGBTQ+ people ahead of the FIFA 
World Cup, which starts next month. Tatchell was detained 
alongside another man, Simon Harris, who filmed the 
protest. Both were later released and have returned to the 
UK.

Morocco
27 October 2022: Police arrest suspected people smugglers
Moroccan police have arrested 23 people accused of 
people smuggling. The arrests were made in the northern 
town of Nador early on Wednesday morning, close to the 
Spanish enclave of Melilla. “They are suspected of acting as 
middlemen, finding potential candidates and organizing 
illegal migration operations via the sea, as well as 
equipment and logistics,” the DGSN said in a statement.

Libya
27 October 2022: Man arrested on kidnapping charges, 
Misrata
A Libyan man has been arrested on charges of kidnapping 
and extortion in the northern coastal city of Misrata. The 
Central Criminal Investigation Agency said the suspect was 
the leader of a criminal gang that kidnapped three 
Bangladeshi nationals earlier this month. One of the victims 
was killed by the group before the other two were released.
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