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Last month, Equatorial Guinea’s President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo and his ruling Democratic Party of Equatorial 
Guinea (PDGE) won re-election with nearly 95 percent of the vote. The PGDE party and its coalition reportedly won all 
55 seats in the senate and 100 seats in the lower house, with 15 remaining senate seats to be appointed by the president. 
The result marks the sixth term for the 80-year-old president, who is currently the world’s longest-serving ruler after 43 
years in office.

Critics and opposition members say the 20 November vote was plagued with allegations of irregularities and fraud. Before 
the result were announced, the country’s only opposition party – the Convergence for Social Democracy (CPDS) – stated 
that it would challenge the results of the general elections after it was allegedly banned from the vote monitoring 
process. According to CPDS leader Andrés Esono Ondo, fair voting took place in Malabo – the capital city – but his party 
had evidence that voters were forced to cast ballots for the PDGE in other parts of the country. The US State Department 
also voiced concern about the election, alleging that reports of intimidation, coercion, repeated voting, and irregular 
counting practices put the results into question.

The PDGE’s overwhelming and contentious win appears outlandish on the surface but is not surprising given Equatorial 
Guinea’s political history. Equatorial Guinea has had only two presidents since its independence from Spain in 1968, when 
President Obiang overthrew his uncle, Francisco Macias Nguema, in a 1979 coup. Since taking power, Obiang has been 
elected with more than 90 percent of the vote in each election and has repeatedly been accused of vote rigging. He has 
also continued to make politics a family affair, with his son, Vice President Teodoro Nguema Obiang Mangue (known as 
Teodorin), widely considered his successor. Reports leading up to the election suggested that Obiang would step down 
in favour of his son this year, but a corruption scandal and an embezzlement conviction in France prompted a change of 
course.

President Obiang himself has a reputation for corruption, and he is known to rule Equatorial Guinea with an iron fist. 
His regime is frequently accused of quashing dissent. Human rights organisations have documented numerous instances 
of arbitrary arrests of opposition members, strict controls on the media, and a near-total ban on protests. Following the 
discovery of oil reserves in 1996, the reclusive country became an oil giant and is currently Sub-Saharan Africa’s 
third-richest country in terms of per capita income. However, this wealth is not reflected among the Equatoguinean 
population, with most of the oil revenue lining the pockets of Obiang and his inner circle. The country’s economy has also 
taken a hit in recent years due to the Covid-19 pandemic and a steady decline in oil production. It is expected that 
Equatorial Guinea will experience further economic woes in the future as Exxon Mobil Corp recently announced it will 
cease oil production operations in the country after its license expires in 2026.

In the past year, President Obiang has made small but noticeable efforts to show a softer side to his government. The 
government adopted anti-corruption laws in 2021, and Equatorial Guinea became the latest country in Africa to abolish 
the death penalty in September. For the November 2022 poll, Obiang reportedly requested that the African Union (AU) 
send election observers to monitor the vote. Still, the long-standing autocratic leader clings to power as the context on 
the continent has shifted. With the exception of Cameroonian President Paul Biya, many of Africa’s strongmen have been 
pushed out over the past decade. In a new era characterised by calls for decentralised power across the continent, it will 
be interesting to watch how Obiang’s regime fares during his sixth term.
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Mozambique
8 November 2022: Two killed, four kidnapped following 
attack in Muidumbe
On Tuesday, local media reported that two people were 
killed and four others were kidnapped during an attack on 
Sunday in Muidumbe, Cabo Delgado. Militants invaded the 
villages of Mwambula and Mavala in the evening local time, 
and residents say the militants still have a heavy presence 
in the area. The attack has forced several people to flee to 
Namancade, Mueda, and Pemba as security forces try to 
control the situation.

Nigeria
9 November 2022: Dozens injured following attack on PDP 
convoy in Maiduguri
On Wednesday, at least 74 people were injured after 
assailants attacked the convoy of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) presidential candidate in Maiduguri, 
Borno State. Former Vice President Atiku Abubakar and 
members of his campaign team were travelling from Shehu’s 
Palace to a rally at Ramat Square when a group of unknown 
suspects vandalised cars in the convoy

Comoros
10 November 2022: Inmates escape Moroni prison
Authorities say 23 inmates escaped a prison in Moroni 
on Wednesday evening. The circumstances surrounding 
the prison break are currently unknown, but the prisoners 
escaped without outside intervention. Six of the inmates 
were found shortly after the incident, and police continue 
to search for the 17 remaining escapees. Before the escape, 
the inmates had reportedly complained about the 
substandard conditions at the prison.

South Africa
17 November 2022: Protest held against alleged 
kidnapping in Cape Town
On Thursday, a demonstration was held against suspected 
kidnappers in Cape Town, Western Cape. The protest took 
place at the Wynberg Magistrate’s Court in the morning 
local time. The suspects in question are accused of 
abducting an eight-year-old girl from her school transport 
in Gatesville, Athlone, on 4 November. The child has since 
been rescued.

South Sudan
22 November 2022: Five killed following clashes in Tonj 
East
At least five people were killed and 15 others were 
wounded during an attack in Tonj East, Warrap State on 
Friday. State officials say that clashes broke out at the 

Kolnyang cattle camp between the Kuok and Luach-Abuong 
communities following an elopement and murder in Rupbar 
village. Security forces were dispatched to the scene to 
restore order.

Angola
23 November 2022: One killed, dozens injured in Luanda 
riot
One person was killed and 33 others injured during a 
Luanda riot on Tuesday. The violence started at the Santa 
Ana Cemetery as thousands of fans and mourners gathered 
at the funeral of a well-known musician. Attempts by police 
to disperse the crowd were unsuccessful, as a stampede of 
people attempted to access the cemetery for the funeral 
ceremony. Reports say some victims were stabbed during 
the incident, and at least 18 people were arrested.

Burkina Faso
25 November 2022: Dozens of militants killed in Bam 
airstrikes
On Thursday, at least 35 militants were killed during 
airstrikes in Bam, Centre-Nord. The Burkinabè airforce 
carried out the offensive in Felenga-Fulbé, and it was 
reported that several vehicles and weapons were destroyed 
during the strike. Sources say militant leaders were among 
those killed.

Somalia
27 November 2022: Al-Shabaab attacks Mogadishu hotel
Al-Shabaab militants have attacked a hotel close to the 
presidential palace in Mogadishu. Several explosions were 
reported at the Villa Rose hotel on Sunday. Several 
government officials were reportedly staying at the hotel 
at the time. The number of casualties has not yet been 
confirmed.

DR Congo
28 November 2022: Dozens of militants killed during 
security operation near Uvira
On Saturday, the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, in collaboration with the Burundi National 
Defense Forces, launched an offensive against the 
National Liberation Forces (FNL) near Uvira, South Kivu. 
The joint forces reportedly clashed with the FNL rebels 
in the locality of Nabombi and killed at least 40 militants. 
Burundian troops have been operating in South Kivu for 
several months as part of an East African Community (EAC) 
deployment.
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Nicaragua went through a complete cycle of municipal elections last month, beginning in Masaya on 6 November and 
culminating in the capital city of Managua on 27 November. With 3,722,884 people eligible to vote, the elections looked 
to provide a platform for citizens to make their feelings known towards the increasingly centralizing Ortega regime. 

During the election cycle, 2m voters turned up, and 1.5m votes were cast in favour of the Sandinista party. President 
Ortega’s party received enough votes to win the mayoral vote in all 153 districts in the country. The most prominent 
opposition party, the Liberal Constitutionalist Party (PLC), received just 256,000 votes. The fact that the Sandinista party 
won the grand majority is no surprise, though the clean sweep represents the first time such a result has happened in the 
country’s history. To several Central American political experts, the result clearly signifies President Ortega’s success at the 
centralization of power following several crackdown campaigns where members of the opposition were either arrested, 
exiled or intimidated. 

In the last elections, the Sandinista party had won 75 percent of the districts, solidifying the party’s success after the 
government had thwarted a violent coup attempt in 2018. This time around, Nicaraguans were “once again denied the 
right to freely and fairly choose their leaders… as long as opposition leaders remain unjustly imprisoned or exiled, and 
their parties banned, there was no choice for the Nicaraguan people in another sham election” said John Perry, a political 
analyst at FAIR. 

President Ortega reportedly ignored all of the crimes allegedly committed by the opposition leaders. Those who had been 
released under conditional amnesty in 2018 and 2019, were later convicted of money laundering and high treason after 
they began to protest against the government upon release. According to reports, most of those convicted had never run 
in the elections nor were they even members of registered political parties. 

The Washington Post’s reports on the election described it as “without any rallies, demonstrations or real opposition”. 
Urnas Abiertas (Open Ballot Boxes), a non-profit organization that monitors political elections, claimed in a report that at 
least 1m votes had irregularities and involved around 40,000 corrupt officials. Additionally, the Associated Press reported 
that some 2,000 non-governmental groups and 50 media outlets have been targeted by Ortega’s regime. Since the failed 
coup in 2018 more than 200,000 Nicaraguans have fled the country. The US government has, since the crackdown on 
opposition, sanctioned dozens of Nicaraguan state officials, including President Ortega and his family. 

AMERICAS
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Brazil
11 November 2022: Eight people arrested after clashes 
with police in Ciudad del Este
Eight people were arrested following clashes with police 
in Ciudad del Este, Alto Paraná yesterday morning. The 
incident occurred at km 4 of the PY07 Highway during the 
early morning hours. According to reports, the clashes 
ensued as 25-30 families were evicted from their property.

Bolivia
11 November 2022: One dead, six injured during violent 
clashes in Santa Cruz protests
One person was killed and at least six others were injured 
following violent clashes during protests in Santa Cruz 
yesterday morning. The incident occurred along El Trillo 
Avenue, in Tres Lagunas, at around 01:30 local time. 
According to reports, the deceased victim was 
decapitated by cables used to block streets as the city has 
been on strike for several days.

Honduras
14 November 2022: Three people shot and killed in San 
Pedro Sula
Three people were shot and killed in San Pedro Sula, 
Cortés yesterday morning. The incident occurred in the Los 
Profesores area of La Lima, at around 03:00 local time. No 
arrests have been reported.

Jamaica
17 November 2022: PNP members stage protest outside 
Ministry of Health in New Kingston
A protest was reported in New Kingston, St James 
yesterday morning. The demonstration was staged by 
members of the People’s National Party (PNP) outside the 
Ministry of Health’s building on Grenada Crescent. The 
demonstration was staged in protest after several newborn 
babies died at the Victoria Jubilee Hospital.

Peru
21 November 2022: Anti-government protest held in Lima
Anti-government protesters gathered in central Lima on 
Sunday. Hundreds of people held a march from Plaza San 
Martín and the Paseo de los Héroes Navales to call for 
President Pedro Castillo to step down. The protest, which 
is the second demonstration against the government this 
month, coincided with the arrival of a delegation from the 
Organization of American States (OAS), who were invited 
by the government to monitor the political situation in the 
country. The security forces fired tear gas to disperse the 
protesters.

Colombia
22 November 2022: Government holds fresh peace talks 
with ELN rebels
The Colombian government has resumed peace talks with 
the National Liberation Army (ELN) rebel group. The two 
sides are meeting in the Venezuelan capital, Caracas, and 
are being held three years after talks broke down. The 
previous Colombian government broke off talks after the 
ELN carried out a bomb attack at a police academy in 
Bogota, killing 22 cadets. The ELN remains the largest rebel 
group in Colombia after the larger Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) agreed to disarm in 2016 - 
although some dissidents remain active.

Venezuela
24 November 2022: Government resumes talks with 
opposition
Venezuela’s government has resumed talks with the 
opposition. Norway is facilitating the talks, which are taking 
place in Mexico, and are the first between the two sides 
since October 2021. “We announce that the Government 
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Unitary 
Platform of Venezuela have decided to resume the dialogue 
and negotiation process in Mexico on November 26, 
facilitated by Norway,” the Norwegian embassy in Mexico 
said on Twitter.

Mexico
24 November 2022: Local politician killed in Oaxaca
The municipal president-elect of San Pedro Mixtepec, 
Crispín Hernández Vásquez, has been shot dead in Oaxaca. 
He was targeted by unknown gunmen in the early hours 
of Thursday morning. He also worked as a janitor at a local 
school.

Argentina
25 November 2022: Man killed during carjacking, Rosario
A 35-year-old man has been killed in an apparent 
carjacking in Rosario. The victim was attacked in the early 
hours of Friday morning in Galvez and Liniers by five armed 
men who opened fire when he refused to give them his car. 
Last week a 15-year-old girl was shot and severely 
wounded in the same area.

Trinidad & Tobago
30 November 2022: Three killed in Laventille shooting
Three men have been shot dead in Laventille. Police said 
Cody Pierre, Jevon George and Alex Morton were targeted 
at Sapodilla Trace at around 09:00 on Tuesday morning. 
Two men armed with rifles carried out the attack before 
fleeing the scene in a vehicle.
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The so-called ‘White Paper Protests’ which have erupted in Chinese cities over Beijing’s strict Covid-19 policy have provided a 
rare insight into China’s usually carefully regulated society and policing strategy, as large crowds have taken to the streets to 
demand changes. The demonstrations first broke out over 26-27th November and immediately gained serious momentum over 
the course of a single weekend. The protests were triggered by a recent building fire in Urumqi, Xinjiang, which killed 10 people 
who had been under lockdown for several weeks. Protesters blame the lockdown for the deaths, claiming restrictions prevented 
the victims from fleeing the blaze; however, authorities have insisted that residents were not locked in their homes.

On the surface, it could appear that the unrest which has erupted in response to the deadly fire in Urumqi has seemingly sprung 
out of nowhere; however, tensions have been simmering for months amongst communities hit by strict lockdown measures, with 
several other sporadic protest incidents reported in Guangzhou in the weeks leading up to the White Paper Protests. The blank 
pieces of white paper which have become a symbolic representation of the lack of freedom of speech in China, as protesters 
silently oppose government restrictions, came about as a response to suppressive policing on dissent. Demonstrators have been 
holding blank placards and paper devoid of potentially incriminating slogans and have instead begun to chant sarcastically, calling 
for more testing and harsher restrictions, knowing their true message has already been conveyed.

The protests have presented an unprecedented challenge to President Xi Jinping’s premiership, at a time when he has spent the 
last few years carefully consolidating power. President Xi is widely seen as one of the most powerful Chinese leaders in decades, 
with many likening his status in Chinese society to that of Chairman Mao – the founder of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). 
Having cracked down on social and political dissent, as well as removing a two-term limit of the presidency, Xi entered his third 
consecutive term as president with no expectations that he would have to combat protests unlike anything seen in China for 
decades. 

Amid chants calling for an end to lockdown measures over the weekend, many protesters began to call on Xi to step down. In an 
apparent bid to quell unrest and placate the public’s dissatisfaction with Beijing’s strict ‘zero-Covid’ policy which has effectively 
drowned Chinese citizens in three-years of non-stop supply shortages and restrictions, officials have begun to adjust lockdowns 
to become more localised, easing them slightly. The move is a surprising concession in response to rare unrest; however, the 
overwhelming response from Beijing has still been one of force, as heavy police presence and security deployments have been 
sent out to suppress demonstrations.

Police have been arresting dozens of protesters, as well as journalists covering the demonstrations. BBC journalist Ed Lawrence 
was covering a protest in Shanghai over the weekend when he was detained and allegedly beaten, then held for several hours 
without charge before eventually being released. Initially, Chinese authorities claimed Lawrence had been apprehended to 
supposedly prevent him from contracting Covid-19 amid the crowds; however, following his release, a new claim was made, 
which insisted he had failed to present the relevant paperwork to show he was a journalist. The mishandling of Lawrence’s arrest 
is reflective of Beijing’s wider mishandling of public opinion amidst the pandemic and its callous suppression of unrest through 
force, prompting many observers to speculate precisely how Xi Jinping will weather the storm.
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Sri Lanka
8 November 2022: UN warns of worsening food crisis
UN agencies in Sri Lanka have warned of a worsening food 
crisis there, stating they need to raise an additional $70m 
in aid to account for a rapidly increasing number of people 
being ragged into food poverty. The UN has estimated that 
the total number of vulnerable people in need of urgent 
humanitarian help in Sri Lanka has now doubled to 3.4m 
following the island nation’s bankruptcy and an 
unprecedented economic crisis which emerged in July.

Indonesia
9 November 2022: Armed group attack Papua mining camp
An armed group has reportedly carried out a deadly attack 
on a mining camp in the Papua province. The attack has 
apparently taken place over the weekend, targeting a camp 
in the Pegunungan Bintang Regency of Papua, near Kawe, 
on Saturday afternoon. At least one fatality has been 
reported following the attack, with the deceased identified 
as a mine worker.

Myanmar
10 November 2022: Junta troops killed in PDF clashes, 
Bago
At least seven junta personnel have apparently been killed 
amid clashes with members of a local People’s Defence 
Force (PDF) in the Yedashe area of Bago. The clashes 
allegedly occurred on Monday during the morning, near the 
village of Thatkalkyin. While seven junta fatalities have been 
reported, an additional nine others have also been injured 
amid the fighting.

Australia
11 November 2022: Medibank cyberattack coordinated by 
Russian hackers
Australian police investigations have found that a recent 
cyberattack targeting a major Australian healthcare 
company, Medibank, is believed to have been coordinated 
by Russian hackers. The attack breached the data of some 
9.7 million people and investigations have continued as 
hackers began leaking data this week following Medibank’s 
refusal to pay a $9.7m ransom. Australian Federal Police 
commissioner Reece Kershaw has blamed the attack on 
Russia-based “cyber criminals”.

Indonesia
21 November 2022: Scores of casualties reported amid 
Java earthquake
Dozens of people have been killed and hundreds more 
have apparently been wounded following a 5.6-magnitude 
earthquake which has struck the main Indonesian island of 

Java. Initial reports suggest more than 160 people are dead, 
although figures continue to rise. The quake struck Cianjur 
town in West Java, at a shallow depth of 10km, with 
tremors felt as far as 100km away. Warnings have been 
issued for possible aftershocks. Rescuers have begun to 
reach victims trapped in collapsed buildings,

Philippines
23 November 2022: Six NPA militants killed in Northern 
Samar
At least six suspected members of the New People’s Army 
(NPA) militant group have apparently been killed amid a 
recent security operation in Northern Samar. The operation 
reportedly took place on Wednesday morning, in the Las 
Navas area, where soldiers allegedly engaged in an armed 
altercation with suspected NPA members near Imelda. 

New Zealand
24 November 2022: Anti-Iran protest held in Wellington
A protest against the Iranian regime has reportedly taken 
place in the capital city of Wellington on Thursday. The 
demonstration has allegedly been organised by groups in 
support of Iranian anti-government protesters and have 
rallied outside the New Zealand Parliament Buildings on 
Museum Street, in the Pipitea area of Wellington on 
Thursday morning to rally in a bid to call on Wellington to 
exert more international diplomatic pressure on Tehran.

Afghanistan
25 November 2022: Eleven killed in Daykundi clashes
At least 11 people have reportedly been killed amid recent 
clashes which have allegedly broke out in the 
Daykundi province on Friday. The fighting is purported to 
have erupted in the Nili area on Friday morning, near the 
village of Syukshibar, where a tribal conflict apparently 
escalated violently, prompting Taliban security forces to 
intervene. While 11 people have been reported dead, a 
further three others have also been injured and at least six 
people have been arrested.

Taiwan
27 November 2022: President quits ruling party after 
election loss
President Tsai Ing-wen has resigned as head of the ruling 
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) following its defeat in 
local elections. The main opposition party, the Kuomintang, 
or KMT, is set to win 13 of the 21 city mayor and county 
chief seats, while the DDP has won five. “The results failed 
our expectations. We humbly accept the results and accept 
the Taiwanese people’s decision,” Tsai announced at the 
DPP headquarters.
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November saw a significant flare-up in Kosovo-Serbia relations amid an ongoing dispute over Serbian car number plates 
which has caused tension on both sides, leading to EU warnings that the row could escalate to violence. The Balkans 
neighbours have long been at odds, with Serbia rejecting Kosovo’s 2008 declaration of independence; however, the recent 
row has further stoked tensions for the last two years. Amid the rising tensions, the EU’s high representative, Josep Borrell, 
invited the Serbian President and Kosovo’s Prime Minister to Brussels for emergency talks, with both sides later reaching a 
provisional deal to end the long-running dispute. The EU-facilitated deal primarily agreed measures to avoid further 
escalation, with a normalisation of relations still a long way off.

The number plate dispute mainly centres around Pristina’s attempt to require a Serb minority in northern Kosovo to 
change plates dating from before 1999 – when Kosovo was still part of Serbia. The ban has been met by strong resistance 
amongst Serbs in northern Kosovo though – who refuse to recognise Pristina’s authority. At times, the resistance to the 
ban has turned violent, and large-scale protests have also been organised, including the mass resignation of 600 police 
officers from Kosovo’s Serb minority in November – a symbolic sign of public disobedience which was then followed by a 
slew of other state workers also quitting their jobs. Kosovo had persevered with moves to implement the ban, despite the 
strong opposition, before recently announcing it would temporarily postpone the ban after coming under pressure from 
the US.

Following their emergency talks in Brussels, Borrell initially indicated that Serbia’s President Aleksandar Vucic had been 
open to accepting a compromise, but that Kosovo PM Albin Kurti had not demonstrated the same willingness. Exiting the 
negotiations, Vucic reportedly blamed Kurti for the perceived failure of the talks; however, just two days later, Borell 
announced that a deal had been reached. The deal entails Serbia agreeing to cease the issuing of number plates with 
markings indicating Kosovo cities, while Kosovo has reportedly agreed to cease further actions relating to the 
re-registration of vehicles. Further negotiations to discuss an EU proposal – backed by Germany and France – are also 
scheduled, in the hope that doing so could pave the way for the rival neighbours to normalise relations further down the 
line.

While Kosovo declared independence from Serbia in 2008, the conflict between them goes back as far as 1998, when the 
issue of Kosovo’s independence sparked a war killing 13,000 people. The war only came to an end in 1999, when NATO 
intervened, bombing parts of Serbia. Some 3,700 NATO peacekeepers are still deployed in the area. Amid the talks, Kurti 
has apparently been pushing for what he calls the ‘normalisation of ties’ to be granted an equal place on the agenda as the 
number plate issue; however, Kurti’s interpretation of a normalisation effectively amounts to bilateral recognition – making 
negotiations much more politically-charged than they necessarily need to be in order to resolve the number plate dispute 
and avoiding immediate armed conflict.

In the weeks since the tenuous deal was announced, tensions between the two neighbours remain far from calm, 
especially after Vucic announced his decision to boycott a planned EU-Balkans summit in response to a perceived slight 
from Kosovo. The development follows the appointment of a moderate Kosovo-Serbian politician as Kosovo’s minister 
to ethnic groups – a post which has typically been held by a member of the pro-Belgrade Serbian List party. While Vucic 
denounced Kurti as “terrorist scum” in a heated interview following the move, it still remains possible that Serbia’s PM Ana 
Brnabic may attend the summit in Tirana in Vucic’s stead – suggesting the door may still open for peace talks.

EUROPE
Kosovo: Tensions rise with Serbia over number plate row
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France
9 November 2022: Climate change activists protest in Paris
A climate change protest has been reported in the capital 
city of Paris on Wednesday. The demonstration has been 
organised by members of the ‘Derniere Renovation’ climate 
change activist group to protest against the use of fossil 
fuels. The protest took place near Porte d’Issy on 
Wednesday morning, getting underway shortly before 
08:45 local time. The protest has led to localised traffic 
disruption, as activists have blocked a section of the ring 
road in the area.

Denmark
10 November 2022: Bomb threat reported in Svendborg
A bomb threat has been reported in the Svendborg area of 
Southern Denmark. A security response has been enacted 
following the development, which was apparently reported 
from the Ryttervej area of Svendborg on Thursday morning. 
The security deployment includes a specialist bomb squad, 
alongside police forces as investigations are launched.

Albania
12 November 2022: Thousands join oppostion-led protest 
in Tirana
Thousands of people joined a demonstration in Tirana on 
Saturday to protest against rising prices and the migration 
of young people out of Albania. The rallies were organised 
by the opposition Democratic Party of Albania (PD) and the 
Freedom Party (PL) and held in front of the Prime Ministry 
building. A large police presence was reported at the scene 
and at least one arrest was made.

Spain
13 November 2022: Floods hit Valencia
Floods have hit Valencia, prompting emergency response 
teams to to be deployed to affected areas over the 
weekend. Several people had to be rescued from their cars 
by firefighters after they reportedly became trapped amid 
floodwaters on Sunday. Significant travel disruption has 
been reported, with the airport temporarily suspended all 
flight operations. Some train services were also cancelled 
on Sunday.

Portugal
21 November 2022: Train derailment triggers travel 
disruption
A train derailment which has allegedly occurred on the line 
between Ermida and Rede in the Norte region has 
apparently led to some localised rail disruption. The 
derailment reportedly happened on Monday morning, 
shortly after 07:00 local time, at the Barqueiros station and 

has led to all train services along the line being 
temporarily suspended until the site has been cleared. The 
cause behind the accident has yet to be confirmed.

Switzerland
24 November 2022: Zurich stabbing leaves one dead
A recent stabbing incident which has occurred in the city 
of Zurich has apparently left at least one person dead. The 
fatal stabbing is alleged to have happened in central Zurich 
on Thursday evening, when two victims were reportedly 
accosted by an armed assailant at around 18:00 local time. 
While one person is confirmed to have died from their 
wounds, the second victim is understood to be receiving 
hospital treatment for their injuries.

Romania
25 November 2022: Protests held in Cluj-Napoca
Protests have been staged in the city of Cluj-Napoca on 
Thursday evening. The demonstrations have been
organised to rally against rising inflation rates in the
country. Reports indicate the protests have predominantly 
taken place outside of the prefecture administrative 
building on Bulevardul 21 Decembrie 1989.

UK
27 November 2022: Two teenagers stabbed to death in 
London
Two 16-year-old boys were stabbed to death in south-east 
London on Saturday. The Met Police said the killings, which 
took place within a mile of each other, were linked. The 
victims have been named as Kearne Solanke and Charlie 
Bartolo. No arrests have been made so far.

Italy
28 November 2022: Nationwide general strike planned
A nationwide general strike has been planned in Italy, set 
to take place on Friday 2 December. The general strike has 
been jointly organised by several unions and is anticipated 
to have a significant impact on health services, the 
education sector, public transport, road infrastructure, and 
the manufacturing industry. The strike comes as workers 
demand higher wages and will see industrial action take 
place in most major towns and cities.
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Sudan’s military leaders signed a two-year transitional deal with civilian leaders at the Republican Palace in Khartoum 
on Monday. General Abdel-Fattah Burhan and General Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo signed the accord with the largest 
pro-democracy group, Forces of Freedom and Change. While the agreement signals a transition from military to civilian 
rule and will lead Sudan to elections, some civil groups have strongly rejected it. The security forces fired tear gas and stun 
grenades at the crowds who had gathered in Khartoum to voice their opposition to the agreement and further 
demonstrations are planned throughout December.

The latest development follows a turbulent period in Sudanese politics, sparked by the overthrow of long-time ruler Omar 
al-Bashir in April 2019. The military suspended the constitution and imposed a three-month state of emergency 
immediately after they seized power, which resulted in thousands of protesters camping outside the army’s headquarters 
to demand civilian rule. Dozens of protesters were killed in the June of that year by members of the Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF), a militia which had been accused of war crimes in Darfur, before the African Union (AU) helped to negotiate a 
power-sharing deal and a three-year transitional government that would have seen elections held in 2023. 

Abdalla Hamdok was appointed prime minister and headed a council of ministers, which included both military and civilian 
figures, but in March 2020 he was the target of an assassination attempt. Rising inflation and the Covid-19 pandemic saw 
the prices of food and basic goods soar, leading to rising public discontent. Hamdok remained in office until last October 
when he and other civilian members of the ruling council were arrested by the armed forces. Following pro-democracy 
protests, Hamdok was briefly reinstated before resigning in January.

This experience has left people wary of the new agreement. Activist groups including the Sudanese Professionals 
Association (SPA) and members of Sudan’s Resistance Committees and Coordination Committees organised rallies to 
denounce the deal, claiming that they will not accept another power-sharing government that keeps the military in office. 
“This agreement is only ink on paper and we will bring it down very soon, much like the agreement between the former 
prime minister and the military in November 2021. We will not be ruled by the military again,” the resistance committees 
said in a statement. 

At the end of September, 55 resistance groups signed the Revolutionary Charter for the Establishment of the People’s 
Authority, which was based on two charters presented by committees in Wad Madani and Khartoum. The new authority is 
attempting to unify the various opposition groups and affirmed the rejection of any negotiation with the military. They also 
called for accountability for those involved in the killing of protesters throughout the revolution. “We believe that if there 
is no justice then the killing and raping will continue,” said Ahmed Ismat, a spokesperson for the Khartoum south resistance 
committees. “We are just repeating the same cycle.” SPA spokesman Walid Ali argued that the transitional deal will provide 
immunity to Sudan’s military generals, including Burhan and Dagalo. In the absence of broad political support, the new 
transitional agreement could be destined for the same fate as the previous incarnation in 2019.

MENA
Sudan: Activists wary of new transitional deal
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Tunisia
8 November 2022: Migrant boat sinks off Tunisia
A boat carrying migrants from Tunisia across the 
Mediterranean has sunk. Sixteen people were on board the 
vessel when it capsized off the northern city of Bizerte on 
Tuesday. Officials told Reuters that 10 people had been 
rescued, one body recovered and five others are still 
missing. Hundreds of people have died making the journey 
from North Africa to Europe in recent years.

Iraq
8 November 2022: US aid worker shot dead in Baghdad
A US aid worker has been shot dead in the capital 
Baghdad. Iraqi police said that early investigations suggest 
that the man was shot during an attempted kidnapping in 
the Karrada district on Monday. The US State Department 
said it was aware of the reports and will make a statement 
in due course.

Egypt
12 November 2022: Twenty-one killed in bus crash
At least 21 people have been killed after a bus crashed into 
a canal in the northern Dakahlia governorate. The health 
ministry said the bus was carrying 35 people when it veered 
into the Mansuriya canal near the town of Aga on Saturday. 
Three children were among those confirmed dead, while 
media speculation suggested that an issue with the vehicle’s 
steering wheel caused the crash.

Israel
14 November 2022: President Herzog invites Netanyahu to 
form government
President Isaac Herzog has formally invited Benjamin 
Netanyahu to form a government after his coalition won a 
majority in the Knesset. “I have decided to assign to you, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, the task of forming a government,” 
Herzog told the former prime minister in Jerusalem on 
Sunday. The president also acknowledged the ongoing trial 
against Netanyahu but said he could serve while contesting 
the allegations.

Iran
18 November 2022: House of Ayatollah Khomeini torched 
by protesters
The house of Ayatollah Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic 
Republic, has been torched by protesters in the central city 
of Khomeini. The house was turned into a museum after 
Khomeini’s death in 1989. Activists claim that the fire was 
started on Thursday night, although state-controlled media 
outlets rejected the reports. “The report is a lie,” said the 
Tasnim news agency.

Syria
23 November 2022: IRGC officer killed by roadside bomb 
near Damascus
An officer from Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) has been killed by a roadside bomb outside 
Damascus. Colonel Davoud Jafari, who was an adviser in 
the IRGC’s aerospace division, died on Monday. Iranian 
officials have accused Israel of carrying out the attack, while 
in a statement the guards vowed that “the criminal Zionist 
regime will receive the adequate response for this crime.”

Algeria
24 November 2022: Court issues death sentences to 48 
over wildfire killing
A court in Algeria has handed down death sentences to 48 
people convicted of killing a man they accused of starting 
wildfires. Jamal Ben Ismail, a singer, was attacked by a group 
from Larbaa Nath Irathen in the Kabylie region and set on 
fire in 2021. Algeria hasn’t carried out any executions for 
over 20 years and the sentences are expected to be 
commuted to life in prison. Judges also jailed 37 others to 
terms ranging from two and 10 years.

Palestinian Authority
29 November 2022: Four Palestinians killed across West 
Bank
Four Palestinians have been killed by the Israeli security 
forces in separate incidents across the West Bank. Two 
brothers, identified as Jawad and Dhafr Rimawi, were killed 
during clashes near the village of Kafr Ein, west of Ramallah. 
The Israeli military said troops opened fire after they came 
under attack, while Palestinian Authority civil affairs minister 
Hussein Al-Sheikh described the killing of the two brothers 
as an “execution in cold blood.” Elsewhere, Mufid Khalil 
was killed and eight others were injured during a raid near 
Hebron, while police shot dead a man suspected of carrying 
out a car-ramming attack near the Kochav Yaakov 
settlement outside Jerusalem.

Lebanon
30 November 2022: MPs fail to elect new president for 
eight time
Lebanese MPs have failed to elect a new president for the 
eighth time. Lawmaker Michel Moawad won 37 votes on 
Thursday, well below the required majority, while 52 ballots 
were spoilt. There is a split in parliament between 
Hezbollah supporters and their opponents, with neither 
side seemingly willing to compromise on a candidate. 
Lebanon has been without a head of state since President 
Michel Aoun stepped down at the end of October.
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