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AFRICA
DR Congo: The Resurgence of the M23
In the last month there has been an increase in violent clashes between the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (FARDC) and the M23 rebel group in North Kivu. The M23 launched its biggest offensive against Congolese
troops in several years starting on 22 May, with heavy fighting reaching the outskirts of Goma, the provincial capital, just
three days later. The UNHCR estimates that more than 72,000 people have been displaced in Rutshuru and Nyiragongo
territories amid the violence. The situation has triggered a diplomatic spat between the DRC and Rwanda that is straining
longstanding tensions between the two countries.
The M23 is a predominately Tutsi rebel group made up of former members of the National Congress for the Defence of
the People (CNDP). The rebels were integrated into the FARDC through a peace deal on 23 March 2009. In April 2012,
the soldiers staged a mutiny after claiming that the government was not following the terms of the peace deal. After the
failed insurgency the militia was relatively inactive until November 2021, when they accused President Félix Tshisekedi of
failing to uphold existing peace agreements.
Since the M23’s resurgence, governments in Kinshasa and Kigali have traded accusations. The Congolese government has
repeated decades-old allegations that Rwanda has been supporting the M23 in its activities in eastern DRC, allegations
that Rwanda has denied. In turn, Rwanda alleged that the FARDC was working with the Democratic Forces for the
Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), a Hutu rebel group active in eastern DRC with members that participated in the 1994
Rwandan genocide.
Tensions peaked on 23 May when officials in Kigali claimed that FARDC troops had fired shells across the border into
Rwanda’s Musanze District, destroying property and injuring several civilians. Rwanda called for an investigation into the
cross-border shelling incident and threatened to retaliate in the event of further attacks. A week later, Rwanda further
alleged the FDLR had kidnapped two of its soldiers in North Kivu.
Both incidents sparked reactions in the DRC from civilians and the government alike. On 27 May, the Congolese
government summoned Rwanda’s ambassador and suspended all RwandAir flights entering the DRC. The following week,
protests were staged across the country by civil society activists calling on the Congolese government to sever ties with
Rwanda and expel its ambassador in Kinshasa.
The resurgence of the M23 and the resulting diplomatic strife present serious risks to the DRC’s already fragile domestic
security. In March, the DRC was admitted to the East African Community (EAC) with ambitions to boost trade
opportunities and allow for regional collaboration in addressing armed conflict. Soon after the DRC joined the EAC, the
bloc began talks between rebel groups in eastern DRC and the Congolese government in Nairobi, Kenya to negotiate an
amnesty deal and eventual demobilisation. The talks began in April amid news of renewed fighting in Rutshuru, which
prompted the Congolese government to expel M23 representatives from the negotiations and classify the group as a
terrorist organisation. The move eliminated the possibility of constructive dialogue with the M23 with the help of the EAC.
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In the Great Lakes region, the M23’s activities present a problem for other members of the bloc. The EAC is now forced
to mitigate a regional security risk and manage a souring relationship between its member states, shifting the focus away
from the bloc’s economic ambitions. Most specifically, the situation implicates Uganda due to the state of its relationship
with Rwanda. The neighbouring countries have been at odds for nearly four years, and in this time Uganda has
strengthened ties with the DRC. Through the EAC, Uganda joined Kenya and Burundi in plans to establish an intervention
force to tackle rebel groups in North Kivu. However, Rwanda-Uganda relations began to thaw in March this year when the
border between the two countries was reopened for the first time since 2019. The tension between the DRC and Rwanda
has put Uganda in a difficult position, with Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni choosing not to get involved in the
discussions about the M23 to avoid jeopardising the country’s budding relationship with Rwanda.
Renewed diplomatic tensions stand as yet another roadblock in an already shaky path to peace for the DRC. Since its
re-emergence at the end of last year, the M23 has declared several unilateral ceasefires and has expressed a willingness to
engage in talks with the Congolese government towards demobilisation. But with such a complicated dynamic contributing
to violence and instability in the country, the opportunity for constructive dialogue remains elusive.
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Zimbabwe
12 May 2022: Measles outbreak reported in Manicaland
Zimbabwe’s Health and Child Care Ministry reported on
Wednesday that 72 cases of measles have been recorded
in Mutasa, Manicaland province and 14 children have died
of the viral illness since 10 April. The outbreak is mainly
affecting children aged 6 months to 15 years. The ministry
has started a mass vaccination campaign and has launched
a door-to-door education campaign.
South Africa
12 May 2022: Dozens still missing following floods in
KwaZulu-Natal
Local authorities have confirmed that 48 people are still
missing following last month’s floods in KwaZulu-Natal. The
official death toll from the flooding, which is considered the
worst natural disaster to hit South Africa in decades, now
stands at 445. The cost of the damage is being assessed,
with officials estimating that the cost is more than $1.5
billion. The flooding caused significant damage to major
infrastructure, cutting off access to running water and
electricity in many parts of the province. The South African
government has maintained the national state of disaster
declared by President Cyril Ramaphosa during the flooding
and increased resources are being put toward the relief and
recovery effort.
Nigeria
18 May 2022: Scores abducted in Kaduna State
At least 20 people were abducted in Kachia, Kaduna State
on Tuesday. In an operation that lasted nearly an hour,
armed bandits blocked the Abuja-Kaduna Expressway and
abducted passengers from commercial and private vehicles.
It was reported that the bandits also invaded the
nearby town of Katari where they abducted at least 16
other people. Security agents were deployed to the area
but the bandits escaped with the victims before they
arrived. Attacks by bandits are known to occur on the
Abuja-Kaduna Expressway. There has reportedly been an
increased presence of security agents on the road since
bandits attacked the Abuja-Kaduna train in March, killing
nine people and abducting over 60 others.
Mali
20 May 2022: Three Italians kidnapped in southern Mali
Three Italian nationals have been kidnapped in southern
Mali, according to a spokesman for the Jehovah’s Witnesses
church. The victims - a couple in their 70s and their son were reportedly living in Mali and were not missionaries.
The Italian foreign affairs ministry confirmed the
kidnappings and said every effort was being made to secure
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their release. They were targeted near the town of Koutiala,
close to the border with Burkina Faso, on Thursday evening.
Unconfirmed reports suggest that a Togolese national was
also abducted in the same incident.
Senegal
26 May 2022: Hospital fire kills 11 newborn babies in
Tivaouane
On Wednesday, Senegal’s President Macky Sall said that
11 newborn babies died in a hospital fire in Thies. The fire
broke out in the neonatal section of the Mame Abdou Aziz
Sy Dabakh Hospital, a newly inaugurated hospital in
Tivaouane. Initial reports indicate that the fire was caused
by a short circuit. According to Demba Diop Sy, the mayor
of Tivaouane, the fire spread rapidly and emergency
services were still at the scene. The incident has caused
an outcry on social media over the state of the country’s
healthcare services. Rights group Amnesty International has
urged the Senegalese government to establish an
independent commission to investigate the fire and inspect
all neonatal wards.
Burkina Faso
27 May 2022: Armed assailants kill 50 people in Madjoari
The governor of Est Region says that at least 50 people
were killed by armed assailants in Madjoari, Kompienga on
Wednesday. The victims were killed as they were travelling
to a town in the commune of Pama, close to the borders
with Benin and Togo. There has been no claim of
responsibility for the attack. The incident follows two other
attacks in Madjoari this month, with one leaving 17 civilians
dead and another killing 11 soldiers. Eastern Burkina Faso
has been affected by increasing violence by Islamist
militants as part of an insurgency that has spread across the
Sahel.
Ethiopia
31 May 2022: Clashes reported between TPLF and Eritrean
forces in Tigray
A senior official of the Tigrayan People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) said on Tuesday that fighting broke out between the
TPLF and Eritrean security forces last week in Tigray. The
Eritrean forces reportedly launched an offensive near Adi
Awala on 24 May and were repelled by TPLF rebels. The
TPLF official also claimed that tensions between Eritrea
and the TPLF have been escalating as Eritrean troops have
allegedly been shelling several TPLF positions over the past
week. The rebel group says more than 300 soldiers were
killed and wounded during the fighting, but this information
has not been confirmed. Neither the Eritrean government
nor the Eritrean army has commented on the incident.
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AMERICAS
Colombia: Voters turn left in landmark election
Colombia’s general elections, which were held last Sunday 29 May, reported a surprisingly substantial turnout, as voters
participated in their highest numbers since 1974. Colombians went to the polls seemingly determined to change the status
quo; the country’s powerful right-wing establishment lost out to leftist candidate Gustavo Petro, while they were also
knocked out of the runoff election by anti-establishment businessman Rodolfo Hernández.
A self-pronounced “King of Tik-Tok”, 77-year-old Hernández mostly campaigned on social media and had reportedly failed
to detail any policy proposals further than “shaking up politics and fighting the corrupt establishment”. However,
Colombians responded with handing him 28.15 percent of the vote, enough to send him to the runoff election against
Gustavo Petro.
Gustavo Petro won 40.33 percent of the votes and fell just short of avoiding the runoff election, now scheduled for 19
June. The result, however, represents a reshaping of Colombia’s usual presidential race, which had long been dominated by
Federico Gutiérrez´s party, who received only 23 percent of the vote. Gustavo Petro had campaigned as “an agent of the
deep changes Colombians seek”, and had mostly mentioned Gutiérrez as his main rival, anticipating a runoff against him on
several occasions.
A former guerilla and Mayor of Bogotá, Petro has been consistently proposing a break from the country’s usual economic
model, announcing plans to reduce oil expropriations and increase investment in rural communities. After finding out that
his runoff rival would be Hernández and not Gutiérrez, Petro declared “Rodolfo Hernández is a bit too reckless, some of
his proposed changes are simply suicide”. But after receiving an endorsement from Gutiérrez for the runoff, Hernández’s
chances are not looking so bleak anymore. “We would rather have a wet blanket than voting for Gustavo Petro” said
Colombian political analyst Sergio Guzmán.
As for the ongoing battle, Gustavo Petro said he plans to exploit many of Hernández’s past comments, such as “nobody
likes women involved in government, they should be dedicated to raising children”. On the other hand, Rodolfo Hernández
said he plans to explore the allegations of nepotism against Petro during his period as mayor. Despite the rhetorical blows
they plan to hand each other, what both candidates have in common is carrying vice-presidential candidates who are
Afro-Colombian women; meaning the country is guaranteed to have its first black woman Vice-President in the country’s
history, regardless of the outcome of the vote.
Last Monday, Rodolfo Hernández published his most detailed policy platform to date, a 20-point list with plans such as
hosting peace talks with the ELN, re-establishing diplomatic relations with Venezuela, legalizing marijuana, respecting
women’s rights to abortion, and opposing fracking as well as aerial fumigation of coca plantations. Analysts have said that
Hernández is “clearly leaning into the rightist votes that would have gone to Gutiérrez”.
Whatever the choice most Colombians make on 19 June, what is clear is that change has already come to the country’s
political system and their way of voting, which according to analyst Jorge Galindo “is already a win”.
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Panama
12 May 2022: Curfew imposed after violent clashes
between security forces and protesters in Colón
Violent clashes between security forces and protesters
were reported yesterday in Colón. According to police,
several criminal group members joined the demonstrators in
order to incite violence whilst lowering the risk of being
detected. In response to the violence, the government
issued a curfew beginning at 18:00 local time.

Jamaica
30 May 2022: Politician shot and killed in Kingston
A politician was shot and killed in Kingston, Saint Andrew
on Friday afternoon. The incident took place along Marcus
Garvey Drive, where Lennox Hines was shot at around
14:30 local time. Police closed off the area in order to
investigate the incident. No arrests have been reported.

Mexico
17 May 2022: Two people kidnapped and killed by CJNG in
Zacatecas
Two people were kidnapped and killed in Zacatecas City,
Zacatecas. The victims were found yesterday on Luis
Echeverría Street and Roberto Cabral del Hoyo Street, in
the Gustavo Díaz Ordaz neighbourhood, at 07:30 local
time, just three days after they had been reported missing.
According to police, the bodies had a threatening
“narco-message” from the Jalisco New Generation Cartel.

Brazil
31 May 2022: Ninety-one dead, dozens missing, hundreds
displaced due to landslides amid heavy rainfall in
Pernambuco
At least 91 people have died, around 770 people have been
displaced, and at least 26 people remain missing due to
landslides amid heavy rainfall in the state of
Pernambuco. According to state authorities, the heavy
rainfall that poured down during the weekend forced
hundreds of families to flee their homes and killed dozens.
Additionally, two others died in the state of Alagoas. Rescue
efforts remain underway.

El Salvador
13 May 2022: Two people shot and killed during gang clash
in San Salvador
Two people were shot and killed in San Martín, San
Salvador yesterday evening. The incident took place in
the San José Primero canton, at around 22:00 local time.
According to police, the incident was the result of a dispute
between gangs. No arrests have been made.

Uruguay
31 May 2022: Civilian shot and killed in Montevideo
One person was shot and killed in Montevideo
yesterday evening. The incident took place at the
intersection between 20 de Febrero Street and Agaces
Street, in Villa Española, at around 20:00 local time.
According to reports, this marks the 38th homicide for the
month of May. No arrests have been reported.

Peru
18 May 2022 Minor shot and killed during armed robbery
in Ventanilla
One person, who was a minor, was shot and killed during an
armed robbery in Ventanilla, Callao yesterday. The incident
took place in Pachacutec at around 18:00 local time when
two suspects tried to rob the victim and shot him as he
resisted. No arrests have been made.

Argentina
31 May 2022: Vice President of football club killed during
fan clashes
The vice president of the La Arboleda (football club) was
killed by stone-pelting in Villa Bastías, Mendoza last
Saturday evening. The incident occurred during clashes
between football fans at the end of a match between Villa
Bastías FC and Club La Arboleda, which was played at Villa
Bastías Stadium in Tupungato, at around 18:45 local time.
The incident remains under investigation.

USA
24 May 2022: Teacher, assistant and 19 pupils killed in
Texas school shooting
A teacher, a teaching assistant and 19 students have been
killed in a shooting at a school in Texas. On Tuesday, the
suspect, 18-year-old Salvador Ramos, went into the Robb
Elementary School in Uvalde and opened fire. Ramos was
shot dead at the scene, reportedly by officers responding to
the shooting. Officials are due to hold a press conference
later on Tuesday.
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Venezuela
31 May 2022: One killed, three injured after grenade attack
in Caracas
One person was killed and three others were injured
following a grenade attack in Caracas on Saturday
morning. The incident took place on Guzmán Blanco
Avenue and Cota 905 during the early morning hours.
According to reports, the attack was perpetrated by the
‘Garbis’ and ‘Vampi’ criminal gangs. No arrests have been
reported.
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ASIA
Sri Lanka: : The Rajapaksa Legacy
Sri Lanka has been badly hit by an escalating economic crisis in recent months – the worst the country has seen in over
70 years. Over the course of May, major anti-government protests turned violent, despite the prime minister’s resignation,
with angry mobs setting fire to properties belonging to high-level politicians and the influential Rajapaksa family. At least
seven fatalities were reported amid the deadly unrest, and hundreds more were injured. Since then, opposition figure Ranil
Wickremesinghe has been appointed as the new prime minister; however, the move has done little to quell public anger as
petrol supplies run out.
The country is effectively in economic free fall, with major shortages of food, fuel, and medicine hitting the population
hard. As the country’s currency continues to crash, prices have rocketed sky high – making what little supplies there are
unaffordable for many. To make matters worse, the government recently announced plans to print more money in order to
pay government wages. The move is a hugely unpopular one, as it risks hyperinflation and rapid depreciation of currency.
The newly appointed prime minister also called on the international community, saying Sri Lanka urgently needs about
$75m (£60.8m) of foreign currency to pay for essential imports as the country ran dry of petrol supplies in late April. The
country’s state-owned Sri Lankan Airlines is also set to be privatised.
A significantly large proportion of the population have blamed the country’s economic troubles on the government and
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, whom protesters have accused of economic mismanagement. Anti-government
demonstrations have been calling for the president’s resignation and for a new government to be installed. Weeks of
widespread protests against Rajapaksa prompted his older brother, Mahinda Rajapaksa, to quit as prime minister earlier in
the month. Another brother of the family, Basil Rajapaksa, has also resigned from parliament amid the crisis. The violence
which broke out amid the elder Rajapaksa’s resignation was in part triggered by government supporters storming
anti-government protest camps in Colombo. Anti-government demonstrators then stormed the prime minister’s official
residence, forcing the army to extract Rajapaksa. Several homes of ruling party members were also targeted and set ablaze.
The deadly clashes ultimately prompted the government to declare a national state of emergency, empowering the
president to deploy the country’s armed forces onto the streets, while a nationwide curfew was imposed.
The economic crisis in Sri Lanka isn’t solely the result of poor economic management by the government but has been
brought on by a myriad of factors, including the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic as well as major political instability
which has plagued Sri Lanka’s parliament in recent years. The Rajapaksa family dynasty has dominated Sri Lankan politics
for the best part of two decades. The influential family has long faced accusations of corruption, nepotism, and – most
crucially - of poor government administration. Before Gotabaya Rajapaksa became president in 2019, Mahinda Rajapaksa
held the office between 2005 and 2015. Mahinda and Rajapaksa’s terms were separated by opposition figure Maithripala
Sirisena’s brief term as president, from 2015 to 2019; however, under the brothers’ tenures, dozens of family members
were given government jobs. Gotabaya made his former president’s brother the country’s new prime minister and
appointed his son as sports minister. Along with a long list of other nepotism-fuelled government appointments, Gotabaya
effectively continued his brother’s legacy of turning government into an authoritarian family business, despite the country
following an electoral democratic process.
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In terms of the economy, both brothers fielded accusations of severely damaging the country’s economic policy. The
country imports far more than it exports and in general, the government has long been spending more than it earns.
Typically, when a country uses up more foreign currency than it earns, the government would borrow money to make up
the shortfalls. Sri Lanka has done this; however, its debts have become unmanageable, with approximately $7bn due in
international debt this year which the government simply hasn’t got. In light of this, Colombo defaulted on $51bn in
foreign debt payments in early April, as the government needed the foreign reserves to pay for essential imports, such as
food and medicine. The reserves are now empty – forcing the government to its last resort: printing more money.
It’s argued that part of the reason why Sri Lanka became so heavily indebted in the first place is due to Mahinda
Rajapaksa’s huge spending on large infrastructure projects whilst he was president. Many of these projects ended up failing
or were dismissed as vanity projects. On top of this, engrained corruption led to huge spending on port expansions and
cricket stadiums which never reached high-enough levels of return to justify the investments. In 2019, Gotabaya Rajapaksa
then made some drastic policy shifts which further derailed the economy, including huge tax cuts which put a major dent
in government revenue. Rajapaksa also forced farmers to go completely organic by banning the use and import of
chemical fertilisers overnight – a costly and disastrous move for Sri Lankan farmers which proved detrimental to
production rates and forced the country to have to import even more products amid a rice shortage, pushing staple food
prices up. This, coupled with the pandemic’s crippling effect on the country’s tourism industry, escalated the financial crisis
last year. Rajapaksa’s government has since become increasingly unpopular due to a refusal to take urgent corrective
measures. This huge governance and policy mistake caused the eventual crash to be much more severe than even analysts
had predicted – tipping the country’s population into unrest.
In order for Sri Lanka to pull itself out of the deep economic mess in which it has found itself, major international
financial aid and intervention is needed, along with a complete overhaul of government. India has offered an additional
$500 million in assistance funds to Sri Lanka to help pay for fuel imports, while China has also offered urgent help in the
form of more loans, with the president reportedly telling Beijing he would be open to free-trade talks.The UN also plans
to launch a worldwide appeal and has pledged $48m for food, agriculture, and healthcare. Even with this help though, Sri
Lanka still needs major financial aid, with Wickremesinghe telling parliament the country needs at least $5bn over the next
six months to pay for essential goods. The most probable solution is a big bailout from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). The IMF has said Sri Lanka’s debt is unsustainable however and that Colombo would need to restore debt
sustainability and present evidence of stable governance which can deliver on these undertakings before it can get any
funds from the IMF and creditors. Any kind of deal on this front is still thought to be at least several months away. During
this time, it is essential that the instability and corruption which has long plagued Sri Lankan politics be eliminated. On this
front, the new PM hopes to head a new unity government which would see different political parties navigate a way out
of the crisis through a power-sharing initiative. The main obstacle to this plan is reluctance from several main opposition
parties to enter into any governance agreement with President Gotabaya Rajapaksa – a figure they, along with hundreds of
thousands of protesters, insist must go if damage control efforts are to succeed. Rajapaksa will first have to face
no-confidence motions brought against him by the opposition before any kind of unity government can be formed – either
with, or - more likely - without him.
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Papua New Guinea
12 May 2022: Deputy PM killed in fatal car crash
The deputy Prime Minister and leader of the United Labour
party, Sam Basil, has reportedly died following a car
accident. Basil apparently died in hospital late on
Wednesday whilst awaiting airlift to Port Moresby. The
crash occurred in the Wau-Bulolo region of the Morobe
province. Three other people were also injured in the
accident, while a close protection officer travelling with
Basil also died. Police have launched an investigation into
the accident and the second vehicle involved - the driver
of which has been identified. Basil’s death has come two
months before elections are due to take place.
Afghanistan
13 May 2022: Blast reported near Kabul mosque
A suspected bomb explosion has been reported near a
mosque in Kabul. The blast allegedly occurred on Friday in
the capital city’s Police District 5 in the western outskirts of
the city. Khalid Zadran, spokesman for the Kabul
Police Command, confirmed that a blast was reported at the
Ayuob Saber Mosque during Friday prayers at the mosque.
Initial reports suggest at least three people have been
injured. No immediate claim of responsibility has been made
for the blast.
Myanmar
16 May 2022: One shot dead amid junta raids in Yinmabin
A person has allegedly been shot dead, while around 30
residential properties have reportedly been torched amid
recent raids carried out by the military regime forces in
Yinmabin, Sagaing. The junta raids were conducted over
the weekend, in the villages of Ywar Thar and Hnawyoe at
around 07:00 local time on Sunday morning.
Philippines
16 May 2022: NPA clash with troops in Mapanas
Suspected members of the New People’s Army (NPA) rebel
group are alleged to have engaged in an armed altercation
with the Filipino security forces in Norther Samar. The clash
apparently took place on Monday morning, shortly before
06:30 local time, near the village of Pangudtan in Mapanas
town. Two soldiers have reportedly been left injured
following the incident.
India
22 May 2022: Dozens killed as India and Bangladesh hit by
severe floods
At least 57 people have been killed by flooding across India
and Bangladesh. Millions of people have been left
stranded across the two countries following torrential rain
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in the region. In Bangladesh, nearly one million people have
been affected by the floods, with the Sylhet region the
worst affected. “We haven’t seen such a widespread flood
in Sylhet for around two decades,” said S.M. Shahidul Islam,
a chief engineer of the Bangladesh Water Development
Board. In India’s Assam state, 31 of its 33 districts have
been hit by flooding. At least 18 people have died in the
state, while more than 30 others died in the neighbouring
state of Bihar.
Australia
22 May 2022: Labor’s Albanese defeats Morrison to win
election
Prime Minister Scott Morrison has been defeated by
Anthony Albanese of the centre-left Labor Party. The final
results of the election will not be confirmed for several
days, but Albanese will be sworn in as PM on Monday after
Morrison conceded. Speaking shortly after his victory,
Australia’s incoming PM vowed to make significant
changes to the country’s climate policy, with a major focus
on renewable energy. “Australian businesses know that
good action on climate change is good for jobs and good
for our economy, and I want to join the global effort,” he
told the BBC.
Pakistan
24 May 2022: Police arrest hundreds of PTI party
supporters ahead of rally
Hundreds of supporters of former Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party have been
arrested ahead of a major rally in Islamabad. Khan called for
a sit-in protest starting on Wednesday, although the
security forces have blocked all roading leading to
parliament. Police in Punjab have also raided the houses
of several PTI officials; in one operation in Lahore’s Model
Town a police constable was shot and killed.
Taiwan
31 May 2022: Chinese jets enter Taiwan air defence zone
Taiwan said it deployed fighter jets after 30 Chinese
warplanes entered its air defence zone on Tuesday. The
Taiwanese air ministry said the Chinese planes flew near
the Pratas Islands, which is part of the Taiwan’s air defence
identification zone (ADIZ). The incident comes after US
President Joe Biden said he would be willing to use force to
defend Taiwan if it was attacked by China.
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EUROPE
Denmark & Sweden: To NATO or not to NATO
As of 18 April, Sweden and Finland have formally submitted their applications to join the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO), marking a historic moment for both countries as they end decades of official military nonalignment
following the Russian invasion of Ukraine earlier this year. Their applications to join the military alliance is expected to be
met with a speedy response from NATO, although opposition from Turkey – a key Russian ally - could hinder the process.
The accession process for Sweden and Finland could take several months but is ultimately expected to lead to the
expansion of NATO from 30 to 32 members. For the most part, NATO members have been positive in their response to
the applications, with NATO’s Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg stating that he warmly welcomed the requests, calling
Finland and Sweden “our closest partners”, whose membership would increase shared security. US President Joe Biden has
also lent his support to their application bids, while NATO officials have indicated the two countries could expect
protection before their membership is fully ratified and they become part of NATO’s collective defence act (aka Article
5). The UK has also recently signed security pacts with both countries which effectively extends them the same military
defensive assurances as NATO membership would, albeit only with the UK.
The first phase of the accession process will see the North Atlantic Council convene to approve the request. This is
expected to be swift, as both countries are already close NATO partners. From there, each member state must ratify the
decision – this is where a potential hiccup could delay the accession process, as Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has explicitly voiced his scepticism over NATO’s expansion to northern Europe. Erdogan said the two Nordic
nations shouldn’t waste their efforts sending delegations to convince Turkey to back their bids, indicating his opposition
stems from upset over both countries’ apparent willingness to host Kurdish militants. “Neither of these countries have a
clear, open attitude towards terrorist organisation. How can we trust them?” said Erdogan. The issue of terrorism seems
an unlikely sticking point given both Sweden and Finland’s relatively minimal histories of terrorist incidents; however, all
member states must agree to any prospective member’s accession, meaning Turkey could in theory block their applications
– something which would be in line with a previous pledge by Erdogan’s government to block NATO bids from countries
which have imposed sanctions on Turkey. Both Finland and Sweden hit Turkey with an arms embargo in 2019 following its
incursion into Syria. US officials have indicated that they expect Sweden and Finland’s bids will ultimately be successful,
despite renewed Turkish statements indicating Ankara stands firm in its opposition and may say ‘no’ when the time comes.
Erdogan most recently reaffirmed Turkey’s position in early June, claiming Turkey could not welcome either country into
NATO while their “state television broadcasts interviews of terrorist leaders”.
Despite Turkey’s objections, analysts anticipate Turkey could still fall in line - although at what price remains unclear. Some
observers suspect Ankara wants to use its ability to block Sweden and Finland’s applications as a leverage to weaken
international support for Kurdish separatist groups which it has classified as terrorist organisations – namely the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) – and to potentially push for other forms of compensation from NATO members, such as sanction
relief. Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu insisted Ankara’s motives were not to use its veto power as a
bargaining chip, but to utilise the alliance to reach a mutually beneficial arrangement. Cavusoglu recently indicated Ankara
expects concrete steps to be taken by both countries to address Turkey’s concerns before it reconsiders, including stopping
support for groups considering terrorists by Turkey, lifting arms embargoes, and extraditing suspects sought by Ankara.
However, a recent no-confidence vote in Justice Minister Morgan Johansson which was mismanaged by Swedish PM
Magdalena Anderssom has left Stockholm’s minority government at the mercy of Kurdish MP and former Peshmerga
fighter, Amineh Kakabaveh - whose vote became essential in obtaining a parliamentary majority in a vote to keep
Johansson in his position. Regardless, NATO leaders remain determinedly optimistic: “I am confident that we will be able
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to find common ground, a consensus on how to move forward on membership issues,” said Stoltenberg, adding that Turkey
had indicated it was reluctant to commit itself to totally blocking the membership bids due to mounting political pressure
on Ankara not to do so.
The expansion of NATO has come about as a direct result of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which effectively upended
Europe’s thinking around security. Ironically, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was motivated in part by Moscow’s opposition to
Ukraine’s NATO membership aspirations. Prior to the invasion, among the demands issued by Russia as Western powers
attempted to de-escalate mounting tensions in eastern Europe, was that NATO not expand any further east than it already
had. Russia has long been opposed to NATO forces being stationed in bordering areas such as Lithuania and Estonia, and
while Ukraine isn’t currently on track for NATO membership, Finland’s accession would double the amount of land border
Russia shares with NATO. Having previously cited the threat of NATO expansion as a core rationale behind Russia’s
unprovoked invasion, the Kremlin’s initial warnings of consequences if Sweden and Finland joined NATO weren’t
unexpected.
One of the big questions hanging over Sweden and Finland’s membership applications now, is whether or not Russian
President Vladimir Putin will retaliate in the long term. Both countries are said to have entered into a state of preparedness
in the interest of readying themselves for potential cyber, hybrid, or clandestine attacks. What did come as a surprise was
a statement released by Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, in which he suggested it didn’t make much difference if
the Nordic countries joined the alliance, as they had both long participated in NATO military exercises. The remark came in
stark contrast to previous lines from Moscow on the topic, which had threatened major consequences. Putin then released
a statement clarifying that the expansion of NATO to northern Europe did not threaten Moscow directly, but that any
expansion of military infrastructure would prompt the Kremlin to respond accordingly. If Finland and Sweden were to join
NATO, it would not be an inconsequential addition, as the alliance would gain two sophisticated militaries with a wealth
of experience operating near Russian frontiers. The strategically important Swedish island of Gotland – located only 200
miles from Russia’s Kaliningrad – would also be a noteworthy acquisition for NATO.
While technically, both countries’ militaries were officially nonaligned, neither country considered themselves neutral, and
both have been close NATO partners with both also being members of the EU. However, the distinction of officially being
nonaligned militarily had been an important one in terms of both countries’ populations. Prior to the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, a large majority of people in Sweden and Finland felt it was safer to remain outside of NATO – a public
conception which has since majorly shifted in response to Russia’s upending of the continental security dynamic. So far,
NATO and European officials have attempted to downplay the risk of significant Russian aggression, as Moscow’s military
remains tied up by heavy fighting in Ukraine. Russia also recently withdrew troops from the Russian-Finnish border region
to redeploy them to Ukraine – leaving a reduced military capacity at the border. NATO allies have already pledged
support to Sweden and Finland, with the UK, Denmark, France, Iceland, and Norway all promising to come to either
country’s defence in the event of Russian military provocation. Russia’s options in the face of fortified European
solidarity on the security front are considered slim, but not non-existent. It’s believed that both Sweden and Russia would
likely escape wider ramifications than a mild rebuke, as long as no NATO military build-up occurs in either country.
Crucially, in Finland, Helsinki has made its opposition to hosting NATO nuclear weapons or establishing NATO military
bases in the country very clear.
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Poland
16 May 2022: Pro-Ukraine protest held in Krakow
A protest in support of Ukraine amid the Ukraine-Russia
war has reportedly been staged in the city of Krakow over
the weekend. The pro-Ukraine demonstration was
apparently held on Sunday, in the square next to the city’s
central train station, Rynek Glowny. The protest was
organised to show people’s support for Ukraine following
Russia’s invasion.
Norway
20 May 2022: Three stabbed in attack near Oslo
Three people have been stabbed in an attack in a town
near Oslo. Police said a suspect was detained at the scene
following the incident in Numedal on Friday morning. One
of the victims is in a critical condition, a police spokesman
told Reuters.
France
23 May 2022: Security guard shot dead outside Qatari
embassy
A security guard has been shot dead outside the Qatari
embassy in Paris. The victim was killed following an
altercation with another man on Monday morning. French
police said a suspect was arrested at the scene, while an
investigation has been launched. “The circumstances
surrounding the security guard’s death still need to be
precisely determined,” prosecutors said in a statement.
Greece
24 May 2022: Turkish president angered by Greek leader
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said that he
no longer recognises the leader of Greece, Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis, and will cancel planned talks between
the two countries. “This year we were supposed to have a
strategic council meeting. There’s no longer anyone called
Mitsotakis in my book,” Erdogan told reporters, claiming that
the Greek leader told the US not to sell F-16 fighter jets to
Turkey. Greek government spokesperson Yiannis Economou
said Athens “will not get into a confrontation of statements
with Turkey’s leadership.’’
Hungary
24 May 2022: PM Orban declares state of emergency
Prime Minister Viktor Orban has declared a state of
emergency due to the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. In an
address released on Facebook, Orban said the government
needed to assume emergency powers to allow it to respond
to the challenges created by the war. “The world is on the
brink of an economic crisis,” said Orban, adding that the
conflict in Ukraine represents “a constant threat to
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Hungary.” Earlier the ruling party passed a constitutional
amendment that allowed states of emergency to be
declared in the event of wars or humanitarian disasters.
Albania
25 May 2022: Police wounded as football fans clash in
Tirana
Nineteen police officers have been wounded during clashes
between football supporters in Tirana. The city’s Arena
Kombetare will host the Europa Conference League
final between Roma and Feyenoord on Wednesday night.
Deputy general director of Albanian police, Albert Dervishi,
said 80 Italian fans had been deported via the sea port of
Durres.
Spain
26 May 2022: Man stabbed to death in Torremolinos bar
fight
A man has been stabbed to death following a fight at a bar
in Torremolinos. A 57-year-old man has been arrested in
connection with the incident. Local police said the suspect
got into an altercation with the victim on Calle Porcuna
before he returned and carried out the attack.
Ireland
30 May 2022: Passengers miss flights due to airport chaos
More than 1,000 passengers missed flights at Dublin
airport on Sunday due to lengthy queues. Officials from the
airport are due to meet with Ireland’s minister for
international transport to discuss the situation. The Dublin
Airport Authority (DAA) said staff shortages were to blame
for the delays, which are expected to continue in the
following days. “We’re conscious that we let ourselves and
we let the nation down yesterday, and we certainly don’t
want to repeat of that on our watch this week,” said the
DAA’s Kevin Cullinane.
Serbia
30 May 2022: Government agrees gas deal with Russia
Serbia’s government has announced that it has reached an
agreement with Russia over the supply of natural gas.
President Aleksandar Vucic said he secured a “very
favourable” deal with Moscow following talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin. “We agreed to sign a three-year
contract, which is the first element of the contract that suits
the Serbian side very well,” he said. The agreement comes
as the EU attempts to phase out energy supplies from
Russia.

13

MENA
Turkey: New Operation in Northern Syria
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has announced plans for a new military operation in northern Syria. “We are taking
another step in establishing a 30km security zone along our southern border. We will clean up Tal Rifaat and Manbij of
terrorists,” Erdogan said at the end of May. He added that the operation could then expand into other regions, which are
controlled by armed Kurdish groups. The US has criticised the plans, with Secretary of State Anthony Blinken warning that
any new offensives “would undermine regional stability.”
There have already been four Turkish military operations in northern Syria: Euphrates Shield in the al-Bab region in
August 2016, Olive Branch in Afrin in January 2018, Peace Spring in Tal Abyad in October 2019 and Spring Shield in Idlib
in February 2020 (they also launched several operations in northern Iraq, the most recent of which is Claw-Lock that
started in April). These operations have been launched on the pretext that Ankara needed to protect its southern border
from Kurdish militant groups linked to the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), including the People’s Defence Units
(YPG) which is a member of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). Tens of thousands of people, many of them Kurds, have
been displaced and there are fears that a fresh assault on Manbij and Tal Rifaat will force another refugee crisis. The UN
estimated that more than 100,000 people were displaced from Afrin during Olive Branch in 2018, with many of those
fleeing to Tal Rifaat.
Following news of the new Turkish incursion into Syria, the SDF said it was prepared for a confrontation with Ankara and
would seek support from the Syrian government to defend its positions, with some commanders calling on Damascus to
use its air defence systems against Turkish aircraft. The SDF also said that it will be forced to suspend its fight against the
Islamic State (IS) group in order to focus on countering the Turkish offensive. The group also claims that there has been an
increase in shelling from Turkish-controlled areas on Shahba, Manbij, Ain Issa, Tal Tamr and Zirkan.
The US opposition to the plans comes amid tensions between NATO allies in Washington and Ankara over the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. President Erdogan has said that he will oppose any attempt by Finland and Sweden to join the alliance,
accusing the Nordic countries of harbouring Kurdish militants and individuals linked to cleric Fethullah Gulen, who Turkey
accused of being behind the 2016 coup. Russia and the US are both focused on the conflict in Ukraine; this distraction
gives Turkey an opportunity to move without serious resistance from either side. Washington needs Ankara onside for
Finland and Sweden’s NATO bids; Moscow requires support from Turkey to establish a transport corridor for exports in
the Black Sea. There could also be other reasons behind Erdogan’s threats; the Turkish economy is struggling and after
two decades in power his popularity is declining. With presidential and parliamentary elections due to take place in 2023,
Erdogan might be hoping that a new military incursion against Turkey’s “enemies” will relieve the domestic pressure and
help him maintain his grip on power.
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Egypt
12 May 2022: Five soldiers killed in second Sinai attack
Five Egyptian soldiers have been killed in a suspected
militant attack in northern Sinai. The incident took place at
a security post near the border with the Gaza Strip on
Wednesday. The attack comes less than a week after 11
troops died in an ambush in the western Sinai Peninsula.
The Egyptian military said it had carried out airstrikes in
response to the latest attack.
Palestine Authority
13 May 2022: Thousands attend funeral of Palestinian
journalist
Thousands of mourners have gathered in occupied East
Jerusalem for the funeral of Palestinian-American journalist
Shireen Abu Akleh, who was shot dead by suspected Israeli
soldiers in Jenin on Wednesday. Witnesses said that Israeli
police beat a crowd of mourners as they carried Akleh’s
casket to the Old City. She is due to be buried in the Mount
Zion Protestant Cemetery on Friday afternoon. Israel said it
is investigating whether its soldiers killed Akleh after initially
suggesting that Palestinian gunmen were responsible.
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas said he
would take the case to the International Criminal Court
(ICC) to get justice for the veteran reporter, who worked for
the Al Jazeera network.
UAE
14 May 2022: Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
named new president
The UAE’s de facto ruler, Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, has been elected as the new president. The
Federal Supreme Council took the decision on Saturday
following the death of his half-brother, President Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan. The rulers of the seven sheikhdoms made
the decision, including Dubai’s ruler Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, who said: “The whole country is
led by him to take it on the paths of glory and honour, God
willing.”
Yemen
15 May 2022: Army commander survives car bomb attack,
Aden
An army commander has survived a car bomb attack in the
southern city of Aden. Maj Gen Saleh Ali Hasan was inside
an armed SUV when the device exploded in the Mualla
district. There was no immediate claim of responsibility for
the attack, while the head of the local counter-terrorism
unit, Gen Shalal Ali Shaea said: “Terrorist bombings will not
deter us from establishing security and stability.”
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Jordan
20 May 2022: King places Prince Hamzah under house
arrest
King Abdullah II has placed his half-brother, Prince Hamzah,
back under house arrest. In a letter published on Thursday,
King Abdullah II said the action was taken due to Hamzah’s
“erratic behaviour and aspirations,” adding that “he will not
have the space he once abused to offend the nation, its
institutions, and his family, nor to undermine Jordan’s
stability.” Hamzah was placed under house arrest last year
after he was accused of trying to destabilise the monarchy.
Morocco
24 May 2022: Three suspected cases of monkeypox
detected in Morocco
Three suspected cases of monkeypox have been
detected in Morocco. The Ministry of Health said the
suspected cases are being monitored and that all three
patients are in good health. More than a dozen countries
have reported cases of the virus, which is not normally seen
outside of Central and West Africa.
Tunisia
25 May 2022: Dozens missing after migrant boat sinks off
Tunisia
Seventy-six people are missing after a migrant boat sank
off the coast of Tunisia. The International Organization for
Migration (IOM) said 24 people had been rescued
following the incident, which occurred off the coast of Sfax
on Wednesday morning. Hundreds of people have died in
recent months while trying to make the crossing to Europe
via the Mediterranean.
Iran
30 May 2022:Death toll rises to 31 after building collapse
in Abada
The death toll from a collapsed building in Abadan has risen
to 31, according to local media. The announcement was
made on Monday after two more bodies were pulled from
the rubble of a building that collapsed last week. Rescue
teams continue to search for victims and clear the debris
of the 10-storey building, which was under construction
when it collapsed. Authorities have since detained Abadan’s
current and past mayors and several municipal employees
amid accusations that the officials ignored safety warnings
prior to the incident.

15

