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On 24 May, President Bah Ndaw and Prime Minister Moctar Ouane were detained by military officers and taken to a base 
in Kati outside Bamako. They were arrested following a cabinet reshuffle, which took place without the knowledge of Col 
Assimi Goita, who led the coup against President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita last August. Goita was reportedly angered that 
Ndaw had replaced members of the junta from the defence and security ministries and replaced them with other members 
of the military. Goita subsequently declared himself as the transitional president and named Choguel Kokalla Maiga, a 
leader of the M5 RFP protest movement and former government minister, as the country’s new civilian prime minister. 
Mali’s constitutional court approved Goita’s appointment and said he should “lead the transition process to its conclusion.”

The power-grab has seen Mali suspended from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the 
African Union (AU), which has threatened to impose sanctions against the coup leaders. The UN, through its MINUSMA 
peacekeeping mission, the US and the EU all condemned the coup and called for the release of the detained politicians. 
France announced that it will suspend joint military operations with the Malian security forces. “Requirements and red lines 
have been set by ECOWAS and the African Union to clarify the framework for the political transition in Mali,” the French 
armed forces ministry said in a statement. ECOWAS and the AU had suspended Mali following the August coup, but they 
reversed this decision when a civilian-led transitional government was announced. 

The removal of Keita had followed months of anti-government protests, led by the RFP, against political corruption and 
the ongoing insecurity in the central and northern regions of the country. The latest military intervention is different and 
there were no public celebrations when Ndaw was forced from office. Mali risks becoming politically isolated, and if France 
and MINUSMA permanently suspend their military operations in the country, the fight against the jihadist groups including 
Jama’at Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM) will become even harder. If the military is preoccupied with politics and the 
transition, there will be far less focus on dealing with the threat that JNIM and others pose, both to Mali and the wider 
region.

Goita has vowed to lead the country to elections as agreed last August; however, he only has nine months before they are 
due to take place and very little of the framework is yet in place for the vote to proceed. Constitutional changes have not 
been agreed or legislated by the transitional assembly; a public referendum is also required to confirm them. Under the 
existing schedule, the referendum is due to take place at the end of October, with local and regional elections in 
December and the presidential and legislative elections in February 2022, followed by a second round in March. The work 
of the ousted government, although slow, will have to be restarted by the new regime. In his role as transitional president, 
Goita and his military allies will have even more control over how the elections are conducted and it cannot be ruled out 
that he will stand if and when the vote does take place. The path from coup leader to president worked for Abdel Fattah 
el-Sisi in Egypt. Goita has already seized power twice; he is probably prepared to do it again.

AFRICA
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South Sudan
13 May 2021: Ugandan aid worker killed in Eastern 
Equatoria
A Ugandan aid worker has been killed in an ambush in 
Eastern Equatoria. Gunmen opened fire on a convoy of 
vehicles heading to a health facility in Budi County on 
Wednesday when they came under fire. “I am shocked by 
this violent act and send my condolences to the family and 
colleagues of the deceased,” said Alain Noudéhou, the UN’s 
Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan. Five people 
were also killed in a separate attack in the Payawa area.

Kenya
13 May 2021: Police fire tear gas at pro-Palestine rally
Kenyan police have fired tear gas at a demonstration to 
show support to the Palestinians. The “Kenyans stand with 
Palestine” rally was held in the capital, Nairobi, in response 
to the ongoing violence in Israel and the occupied 
territories of Gaza and the West Bank. Several people were 
arrested at the protest, while the Israeli embassy in the city 
is on high alert.

Liberia
19 May 2021: Police deployed to end Zwedru protests
Police have been deployed to the south-eastern city of 
Zwedru, close to the border with Cote d’Ivoire, after violent 
protests erupted. The unrest was sparked by the killing of a 
local man during a fight with a foreign businessman. Angry 
residents tried to attack the businessman’s home, leading to 
clashes with local police.

Cameroon
26 May 2021: Five soldiers killed in separatist attack in 
North-West
Five Cameroonian soldiers have been killed by 
suspected separatist fighters in the North-West region. 
Gunmen ambushed the troops at an outpost in the village 
of Lassin in the Noni subdivision on Tuesday morning. The 
assailants identified themselves as the “Marine Force of 
Ambaland” and warned of further attacks.

Burundi
26 May 2021: Two killed in grenade attacks, Bujumbura
Two people were killed and several others were wounded in 
two grenade attacks in Bujumbura on Tuesday. “One person 
died on the spot and another one died after being 
evacuated in a health facility due to grenades blasted by 
terrorists around 7 p.m. (5 p.m. GMT) in Bujumbura’s city 
center,” said the Burundian security ministry. The attacks 
were carried out at the main bus station in the city and in 
the northern Ngagara neighbourhood.

Mozambique
28 May 2021: Police rescue kidnapped Chinese 
businessman
Police rescued a Chinese businessman who was kidnapping 
in Beira, Sofala. Two suspects were detained following the 
operation, which took place on Thursday. The victim, 
identified as Zian Yao, was abducted outside a health clinic 
and taken to a residence in Bairro da Cerâmica. The 
kidnappers demanded a ransom of nearly $300k.

Nigeria
31 May 2021: Students kidnapped from Islamic school
Dozens of students have been kidnapped from an 
Islamic school in the north-eastern state of Niger. Staff at 
the school have estimated that between 150 and students 
are missing following the attack, which occurred in the town 
of Tegina on Sunday. The incident follows multiple 
similar attacks on schools and colleges in northern Nigeria. 
In February almost 300 girls were abducted from a school 
in Zamfara state and last month students were kidnapped 
from a private university in Kaduna.

DR Congo
31 May 2021: Scores killed in ADF attacks
At least 39 people have been killed in attacks on two 
villages in Ituri province. At least 20 people died in Tchabi 
and 19 were killed in the village of Boga, according to the 
Kivu Security Tracker (KST). Local officials blamed both 
attacks on the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) group. Earlier 
this month President Felix Tshisekedi proclaimed a 30-day 
“state of siege” in North Kivu and Ituri in response to the 
increasing violence.

Chad
31 May 2021: Chad accuses CAR of killing its soldiers
The Chadian government has accused troops from the 
neighbouring Central African Republic (CAR) of killing six of 
its soldiers during an attack on an outpost. “This 
extremely serious war crime and this premeditated 
murderous attack, planned and carried out within Chad ... 
cannot go unpunished,” said Chad’s embassy in 
Bangui. The defence ministry said troops targeted a 
Chadian military post in the early hours of Sunday morning, 
killing one soldier and later executing five others who had 
been abducted.

4



As municipal, state and lower house elections are set to take place on Sunday 6 June, Mexico faces one of its largest 
institutional and security tests to date. For President Andrés Manuel López Obrador (AMLO), who is pushing his MORENA 
party towards greater legislative control, his “hugs, not bullets” policy for security has been marred by one of the deadliest 
electoral periods in the country’s modern history. 

Since the electoral period began in September 2020, at least 90 politicians and candidates have been killed and another 
570 have reported attacks, kidnapping attempts and extortion. Moreover, the public officials in charge of their security 
have also come under fire; in the past month, the chiefs of police in both Sonora and Tamaulipas were killed and kidnapped 
respectively, and the Director of Civil Protection in Tamaulipas was injured in an ambush. As recently as 2 June, a candidate 
of the Movimiento Ciudadano party was kidnapped in Guerrero and a mayoral candidate in Veracruz suffered a targeted 
attack at his home. 

The motivation behind the violence is not exactly clear, although several security experts think it is mainly driven by 
organized crime and the fight for territorial control. “There’s a lot of intimidation. It has to do with these organizations 
wanting to have a person (in office) that will clearly abide by their needs and that will allow them to control the territory,” 
said Ana María Salazar, a Mexican security expert. Politicians and candidates have also been known to have close ties with 
organised crime as they finance and promote their campaigns in exchange for ‘favours’. Ms Salazar also said that it has 
become easier to traffic narcotics and exercise territorial control for these groups since AMLO took over. 

In response to the ongoing violence, the president launched his ‘Plan de Prevención Contra la Violencia Política’ (Plan for 
Political Violence Prevention) on 4 March. The plan aimed at organizing coordination and cooperation between the Human 
Rights Commission (CNDH), the Security and Civil Protection Secretariat (SSPC), all political parties, the National 
Electoral Institute (INE) and local authorities in order to combat the violence. After showing little - if any - results, AMLO 
sent hundreds of National Guard troops to the states with the worst violence such as Oaxaca, Guanajuato, Veracruz, 
Guerrero, Morelos, Baja California and Jalisco, yet the attacks have continued unabated.

In the upcoming elections there are more than 21,000 public charges up for grabs, 500 federal councils, 15 
governorships, more than 1,900 municipal presidencies, 1,063 local congress seats and more than 17,000 council, 
syndicate and regimental seats. As AMLO tries to rally support for his party, the ‘man of the people’ has been receiving 
criticism for his slow response to the Covid-19 pandemic along with his failing security policies. But his main focus remains 
continuing his party’s political agenda into the next administration. As AMLO (illegally) extended his handpicked Supreme 
Court Justice’s stint in the judicial branch, many Mexicans can’t do much more than wonder why. AMLO has also been 
openly using the army and National Guard to take over infrastructure projects such as railroads and airports, instead of 
deploying them to fight organized crime. 

AMERICAS
MEXICO: Violent campaign undermines election
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Brazil
6 May 2021: Twenty-five killed in Rio de Janeiro shootout
At least 25 people have been killed in a shootout in Rio de 
Janeiro. The incident happened during a police operation 
against drug traffickers in the Jacarezinho favela on 
Thursday. Three officers were shot and one died of his 
injuries, according to police. Two passengers were also 
wounded when stray bullets hit a light rail coach. “This is 
the largest number of deaths in a police operation in Rio, 
surpassing 19 at Complexo do Alemão slum in 2007, except 
we did not lose one of ours in that action,” police chief 
Ronaldo Oliveira told Reuters.

Canada
10 May 2021: Man shot dead in gang-related incident at 
Vancouver airport
A 28-year-old man has been shot dead at Vancouver 
international airport in a suspected gang-related incident. 
The airport was temporarily closed following the shooting, 
which occurred outside the departures terminal at around 
15:00 local time on Sunday. The assailant escaped in an 
SUV and occupants fired at a police car in pursuit on a busy 
street. The vehicle was later found in flames around 28km 
from the airport.

Argentina
11 May 2021: One person shot and killed in Rosario
One person was shot and killed in Rosario, Santa Fe 
yesterday evening. The incident took place at around 22:30 
local time on Larrea and Cavia Streets in Parque Field. The 
incident marks the 85th homicide in Rosario this year. No 
arrests have been made.

Barbados
19 May 2021: Shooting in Waterford leaves one dead
A shooting incident in Waterford, Saint Michel left one 
person dead and two others injured earlier today. 
According to witnesses, two assailants wearing hazmat suits 
came into the area and opened fire on a 14-year-old boy 
and his brother, the former suffered a gunshot injury and 
the latter was killed. 

Haiti
24 May 2021: Three killed in gang crossfire in Croix-des-
Bouquets
At least three civilians were caught in the crossfire during 
clashes between two rival gangs in Croix-des-Bouquets 
yesterday morning. The shooting occurred on Route 
Nationale 1 and Route 9 at around 09:00 local time. The 
National Network on Defense of Human Rights recently 
reported that armed gangs have killed around 125 people 

since August 2020 in Port-au-Prince. According to the 
report, most killings have occurred in Bel-Air, Cite Soleil, 
and Croix-des-Bouquets.

Guyana
24 May 2021: Security alert in Duke and Young St, 
Georgetown after US citizen robbed
A security warning was issued for Duke and Young Street, 
Georgetown after a US citizen was robbed by suspects 
riding a motorcycle. The warning was issued by the US 
Embassy in Georgetown after the incident, which took 
place at around 07:30 local time. The victim was robbed as 
they tried to park in front of the Embassy; US citizens were 
asked to take precautions in the city.

Peru
25 May 2021: Fourteen killed in Peruvian Amazon attack
At least 14 people including two children have been killed 
in an attack in the remote Peruvian Amazon. Gunmen 
carried out the raid in the Vizcatan de Ene community on 
Monday. Interim Peruvian President Francisco Sagasti said 
that he has dispatched police and army patrols in the area 
“so that this terrorist act will not go unpunished.” The area 
is known for coca production and is used as a hideout by 
Shining Path militants.

USA
30 May 2021: Two killed, 20 injured in Miami concert 
shooting
A mass shooting in Miami has left two people dead and 
over 20 injured, including one in a critical condition. Three 
suspects armed with assault rifles and handguns opened 
fire on the crowd. The incident took place on Sunday 
morning in Miami-Dade County, west of the incorporated 
city of Miami Gardens. It was the second major shooting 
in the Miami area over the long Memorial Day weekend; at 
00:00 on Saturday morning, one person was killed and six 
others injured in a drive-by shooting.

Ecuador
31 May 2021: Five killed, three injured after massacre in 
Santa Ana
A massacre in Santa Ana, Manabí left five people dead and 
three others injured on Sunday night. Reportedly, a truck 
full of armed suspects arrived at the Palo Largo community, 
descended from their vehicle and opened fire on the 
residents. According to witnesses, the suspects detonated 
an explosive device before fleeing. No arrests have been 
made.
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As the second wave of Covid-19 has swept through India, hospitals are also seeing an increase in rare but dangerous 
fungal infections. An outbreak of mucormycosis (colloquially known as ‘black fungus’) began to emerge amongst recovered 
or recovering Covid-19 patients amid the second wave earlier this year. So far, some 12,000 cases of the disease, including 
more than 200 deaths, have been recorded. The infection typically affects the nose, eyes, and the brain, getting its moniker 
from the black discolouration of dead tissue. The disease has a mortality rate of 50 percent and appears to infect patients 
between 12 to 18 days after recovery from Covid-19. The fungi are ubiquitous – found widespread in the environment – 
but the average human immune system is typically capable of tackling it very quickly. The sudden spread of black fungus 
has sparked concern over complications for Covid-19 treatment plans involving steroids. While steroids provide life-saving 
treatment for severe and critically ill Covid-19 patients by reducing inflammation in the lungs, it’s believed the drug’s ability 
to prevent the body’s immune system from going into overdrive to fight off the virus also reduces general immunity and 
pushes up blood sugar levels in patients - making recovering Covid-19 patients more vulnerable to infection. Those with 
diabetes or the severely immunocompromised are also deemed to be at a higher risk. 

Most cases of black fungus so far have come from the states of Gujarat and Maharashtra - both of which have been 
hard-hit by the second wave of Covid-19. Between the two states, more than 5,500 cases have been confirmed in the last 
month. In comparison, a large referral hospital in London would typically see three to four cases per year. Over a dozen 
other states across India have also reported cases, prompting a nationwide epidemic declaration. Both Gujarat and 
Maharashtra have also recently been hit by Cyclone Tauktae – causing further disruption and putting additional strain on 
the health resources in both states. The emergence of black fungus is coinciding with the start of cyclone season, as states 
continue to struggle to cope with the influx of Covid-19 cases – sparking fears the epidemic could spiral out of control 
quickly. Public fear has led to rumours, including the alleged contamination of valuable oxygen supplies. The fungus cannot 
withstand high concentrations of oxygen and there has not been any empirical evidence to support this theory. Rumours 
regarding the transmissibility of the fungal infection have also been circulating due to the crossover with Covid-19 
treatment. Mucormycosis is not contagious and cannot pass from person to person – therefore infected patients are not 
required to quarantine, unless still recovering from Covid-19.

The implications of the black fungus outbreak have been further complicated by the recent emergence of other deadly 
fungal infections in Covid-19 patients, including Aspergillus and at least two species of Candida fungi (auris and albicans). 
These types of fungi are the two major groups which can be fatal to humans. Candida auris (C.auris) was discovered 
around 10 years ago, and – due to symptoms including a white coloured thrush - has become known colloquially as ‘white 
fungus’. The drug-resistant disease frequently causes bloodstream infections, but can also infect the respiratory system, 
the central nervous system, internal organs, and the skin, with a mortality rate of around 70 percent. Like mucormycosis, 
the germ can be present on many surfaces in the environment, including computer screens, stethoscopes, shower curtains, 
and railings of railway carriages. It’s been suggested that hospital staff fatigue and complacency in cleaning and 
disinfection practices are likely to have contributed to lower infection control in crowded intensive-care units during the 
second Covid-19 wave – potentially enabling the spread of fungal infections when recovering Covid-19 patients’ immune 
systems are at their most vulnerable.

ASIA
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Papua New Guinea
4 May 2021: Tribal clashes kill eight in Enga
At least eight people have been killed in tribal clashes in 
the Enga province. Local sources indicate the clashes broke 
out over the weekend in the Porgera area of Enga, where 
an altercation between two opposing tribal groups allegedly 
escalated violently. Fighting reportedly continued overnight 
on Saturday evening, through to the early hours of 
Sunday morning, with local officials confirming eight 
fatalities. It is understood that each tribal group suffered 
four deaths. No other casualties have been reported and 
police have yet to confirm the incident. Local residents have 
allegedly called on police officials to take further action to 
end an ongoing tribal war in the region.

Afghanistan
8 May 2021: Dozens killed in bombing near Kabul school
At least 25 people have been killed and more than 50 
others wounded in a bombing near a school in the capital, 
Kabul. Interior Ministry spokesman Tariq Arian said the 
device exploded near the Syed Al-Shahda school in the 
Shia district of Dasht-e-Barchi on Saturday. The Ministry of 
Education said the majority of the victims were girls who 
were leaving the school at the time of the blast. There was 
no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack and the 
Taliban condemned the bombing.

Indonesia
11 May 2021: West Sumatra gold mine landslide kills seven
Seven fatalities have been reported following a landslide 
at a gold mine in West Sumatra. The landslide occurred on 
Monday at a gold mine in the South Solok regency. Recent 
heavy rainfall is believed to have triggered the deadly 
landslide. Rescue efforts were initially hampered by the 
difficult terrain surrounding the site; however, nine 
survivors were successfully evacuated from the mine. 
Search and resuce operations are ongoing.

India
18 May 2021: Cyclone Tauktae leaves 21 dead, 96 missing
At least 21 fatalities have been confirmed while as many as 
96 people have been reported missing after Cyclone 
Tauktae battered parts of western India. Hundreds still 
remain without power after the cyclone knocked down 
power lines and mobile phone towers in Gujarat as it 
travelled inland on Monday evening. The cyclone also 
caused a support vessel serving oil rigs off the coast of 
Mumbai to sink, with 96 of the 273 on board still 
unaccounted for as the Indian Navy continues search 
efforts on Tuesday. The cyclone is the biggest to hit the 
region in decades.

Pakistan
21 May 2021: Balochistan IED blast kills four
A bomb blast in the city of Chaman, Balochistan, has 
reportedly killed at least four people. The explosion 
occurred on Friday during a pro-Palestine demonstration 
which was being staged in the Mogra Chowk area of 
Chaman, at around 14:30 local time. According to local 
reports, the blast came from an improvised explosive device 
(IED) and seemingly targeted the vehicle of a religious 
leader.

China
23 May 2021: Extreme cold weather kills runners in Gansu
At least 21 people have been killed after extremely cold 
weather struck during an ultramarathon event in the 
north-western Gansu province. The victims, who were 
long-distance runners, died in a high-altitude section of the 
100km race near Baiyin city on Saturday. “In a short period 
of time, hailstones and ice rain suddenly fell in the local 
area, and there were strong winds. The temperature sharply 
dropped,” said Baiyin city mayor Zhang Xuchen. The race 
was called off as rescue workers were sent to the affected 
area.

Myanmar
24 May 2021: Forty killed in armed clashes
Clashes have reportedly broken out between the 
military and the Karenni Army (KA) and the Karenni 
People’s Defense Force (PDF). According to reports, a total 
of 40 soldiers have been killed amid the clashes with KA 
and PDF members on Sunday. The fighting broke out in 
Moe Bye near the Shan-Kayah state border, where the 
military allegedly began firing indiscriminately on civilian 
houses, injuring two people and destroying homes. 
Following the clash, KA and PDF members reportedly 
seized Moe Bye police station, before taking four security 
personnel captive and setting fire to the station.

India
27 May 2021: Farmers mark six months of protests
Tens of thousands of farmers have continued to protest 
outside of New Delhi and in other major towns and cities as 
they mark six months since protests over the Indian 
government’s controversial farm reform laws began. The 
protesters have turned out to observe a “Black Day” across 
the country to mark six months of farm law protests, with 
demonstrators raising black flags and burned effigies of 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) politicians, including Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. The protests have been held by 
the Sankyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) - an umbrella body 
comprising more than 40 farmers’ unions.
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The forced diversion of a Ryanair passenger plane to Minsk and subsequent arrest of an opposition journalist has triggered 
widespread international outrage, prompting the EU to impose additional sanctions on Belarus. A Belarus fighter jet was 
sent to intercept the civilian aircraft – which was en route from Greece to Lithuania - claiming there was a bomb threat and 
forcing the plane to land at Minsk Airport. The forced diversion of Ryanair Flight 4978 came despite the plane being closer 
to its destination of Vilnius, than Minsk. Upon landing, dissident Belarusian journalist-turned-activist Roman Protasevich, 
and his Russian girlfriend Sofia Sapega were both arrested. After five hours of searching the aircraft, no suspicious 
materials were found on the plane and the flight was eventually cleared to depart for Vilnius. The incident has prompted 
accusations from Western powers that Minsk hijacked the commercial passenger flight under the pretence of a bomb 
threat for the purpose of carrying out politically motivated arrests.

Shortly after the incident, videos emerged of Protasevich and Sapega seemingly confessing to crimes. Activists, including 
Belarus’ main opposition leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, claim they believe the pair were forced to make the videos under 
duress. Protasevich faces charges of organising mass unrest after covering the events of the 2020 presidential election 
from abroad. The offence carries a possible jail term of up to 15 years. Protasevich was also placed on a terrorism list last 
year and faces the death penalty. Sapega faces an extended two-month detention.

In response to the alleged hijacking, the EU has agreed new sanctions for Belarus. Major European airlines have also begun 
rerouting flights away from Belarusian airspace, while the UK has suspended the operating permit for Belarusian state 
airline Belavia, with EU leaders calling on member states to take similar action. Other major carriers, including Singapore 
Airlines, have also vowed to bypass Belarusian airspace. This move came with complications however, as in some cases, 
diverted routes needed clearance from Russia – Belarus’ main ally – to pass through Russian airspace instead. Moscow 
took several days to grant Air France and Austrian Airlines permission, resulting in flight cancellations. The incident has 
essentially reshaped the European aviation map and has the potential to have severe knock-on effects beyond the 
continent if the situation escalates further.

While Ryanair hasn’t provided its own detailed account, the airline’s CEO, Michael O’Leary, has reportedly described the 
flight diversion as a “premeditated hijacking” in a letter. Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko has hit back at 
widespread criticism and international condemnation, suggesting instead that Western countries had abandoned common 
sense by imposing sanctions on Belarus. Lukashenko has claimed the alleged bomb threat came from Hamas - although 
the Palestinian militant group has denied any involvement. Lukashenko also claimed the threat originated from Switzerland, 
although Swiss authorities have denied any knowledge. Swiss email provider Proton Technologies stated that it had not 
seen “credibly evidence” to support Belarusian claims. London-based research group Dossier Centre published what it said 
was the alleged email threat from Hamas – showing the email was sent 24 minutes after the plane was ordered to change 
course, from an email address which was created a week before the incident. Proton Technologies has also confirmed 
details of the email – further implicating the Belarusian authorities. Belarus has also recently enforced a travel ban, 
preventing all citizens from leaving the country – fuelling further outrage and suspicion in response to the diversion of 
Ryanair Flight 4978.

EUROPE
BELARUS: Plane hijacking sparks outrage
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Portugal
12 May 2021: Football fans clash with police in Lisbon
The police have clashed with groups of football fans in 
the capital city of Lisbon. Fighting reportedly broke out on 
Tuesday evening near the Jose Alvalade Stadium on Rua 
Professor Fernando da Fonseca. According to reports, the 
police were dispatched to respond to reports of escalating 
violence following a football match held at the stadium. It 
has been reported that groups of football supporters were 
forcibly dispersed by police using rubber bullets. No 
casualties have been reported.

France – Germany – Spain – United Kingdom
15 May 2021: Pro-Palestine rallies held across Europe
Large rallies in support of the Palestinians have been held 
in cities across Europe. In the French capital, Paris, police 
fired tear gas and water cannons at hundreds of protesters 
on Saturday. Officials had banned the march, citing violence 
during similar protests in 2014 when synagogues and 
Jewish businesses were targeted. Thousands of people 
march through central London, while rallies were also held 
in Berlin and other German cities. Another large protest 
was reported in Madrid’s Puerta del Sol square. The rallies 
coincided with the 73rd anniversary of the 1948 Nakba, or 
catastrophe, when many Palestinians lost their homes in the 
fighting around Israel’s creation.

United Kingdom
22 May 2021: Seven police injured in Swansea riots
Seven police officers were wounded during rioting in the 
Mayhill area of Swansea on Thursday night. South Wales 
Police said four men and a teenage boy have been arrested 
in connection with the violence. Several cars were torched 
during the riots, and residents were trapped inside their 
homes on Waun-Wen Road. “Absolutely disgraceful scenes 
in Swansea last night. My thoughts are with Mayhill 
residents who had to endure such shocking behaviour,” UK 
Home Secretary Pritti Patel said on Friday.

Italy
23 May 2021: Nine killed in cable car accident near Lake 
Maggiore
At least nine people have been killed in a cable car 
accident near Lake Maggiore. The accident happened as the 
car was transporting people from Stresa to the summit of 
Mottarone on Sunday morning. Two children were taken to 
the Regina Margherita hospital in nearby Turin with 
serious injuries. An investigation into the cause of the crash 
is underway.

Poland
26 May 2021: Football fans attacked at Gdansk bar ahead 
of Europa League final
A group of Manchester United fans were attacked at a bar 
in Gdansk on Tuesday night. The city is hosting the Europa 
League final tonight between United and the Spanish club 
Villarreal. “Club staff were assisting a number of United fans 
in Gdansk last night and today after an incident where some 
of our supporters were attacked outside a bar in the city,” 
said United in a statement. At least three supporters 
suffered minor injuries in the incident, which has been 
blamed on fans of local team Lechia Gdansk.

France
28 May 2021: Police officer wounded in stabbing near 
Nantes
A municipal police officer has been seriously wounded in a 
stabbing near Nantes. The officer was targeted at a police 
station in La Chapelle-sur-Erdre on Friday and stabbed 
several times; she has been taken to Nantes University 
Hospital for emergency treatment. The assailant managed 
to steal a pistol from the officer before fleeing the scene, 
sparking a manhunt.

Greece
31 May 2021: Former boxer killed in drive-by shooting
A former boxer has been killed in a drive-by shooting in 
southern Athens. Tasos Berdesis, a former Greek champion, 
was targeted on Andrea Papandreou Street in the Vari area 
on Monday morning. Police said that Berdesis was 
connected to criminal groups and the shooting is believed 
to be part of a gang feud. In a separate incident, an 
Albanian national was killed at a cafe in the western district 
of Sepolia.

Spain
31 May 2021: Gay rights group condemn homophobic 
attack, Barcelona
A gay rights group has condemned a series of homophobic 
attacks in Barcelona, which took place over the weekend. 
The Observatory Against Homophobia (OCH) said five gay 
men were targeted in three separate incidents, including 
one that took place at the city’s Somorrostro beach. One of 
the victims needed facial surgery following the assault. No 
arrest has been made so far.
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The tenure of Israel’s longest serving prime minister appears to be over. Benjamin “Bibi” Netanyahu’s 12-year rule was 
ended when his opponents agreed to form a coalition government on Wednesday evening. Centrist Yair Lapid’ Yesh Atid 
party reached an agreement with far-right leader Natfali Bennett and his Yamina party to oust Netanyahu despite attempts 
by the outgoing PM to hold on to power. The new coalition also includes the United Arab List, Meretz, Blue and White, 
Yisrael Beiteinu, New Hope and Labor parties. The ruling Likud party called for protests against the formation of the new 
government outside the Knesset, while Bibi warned that a “dangerous left-wing” coalition would undermine Israel’s 
security. The agreement still needs to be approved by parliament before the new government is sworn in, and the vote 
is expected to take place within the next two weeks. Netanyahu had been given the opportunity to form a government 
following the elections in March after Likud won the most seats, but he failed to convince enough parties to join a working 
coalition, in part because of the ongoing criminal cases against him over fraud and bribery allegations. At the start of May, 
President Reuven Rivlin gave Lipid the opportunity to form an unlikely coalition from the left, right and centre of Israeli 
politics. The change in government follows a tumultuous period in the country’s political history; the election in March was 
the fourth since April 2019.

The end of Netanyahu’s premiership comes after the recent confrontation between the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) and 
Hamas militants in Gaza. During an 11-day conflict at least 242 people were killed in Gaza and 13 in Israel. The fighting 
followed clashes between Israeli police and Palestinian protesters at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem’s Old 
City. Thousands of people gathered to protest against the forced eviction of Palestinians from their homes in the Sheikh 
Jarrah neighbourhood of East Jerusalem when Israeli police stormed Al-Aqsa and fired tear gas inside the mosque, which 
is the third holiest site in Islam. In response, Hamas and Islamic Jihad issued an ultimatum threatening to fire rockets at 
Israel unless it withdrew from the compound. Over the following 11 days thousands of rockets were fired into Israel and 
the Israeli military launched a campaign of airstrikes, destroying dozens of buildings including four high-rise towers, four 
hospitals and dozens of schools. The strike on the al-Jalaa building, which housed offices for the Associated Press (AP) and 
Al-Jazeera, was widely condemned.

There are signs that the latest conflict has damaged Israel’s international reputation. The UN’s human rights chief, Michelle 
Bachelet, said Israel’s bombardment of Gaza might constitute a war crime, while the International Criminal Court (ICC) is 
also investigating possible war crimes in the occupied territories. Even more striking was the news that the Irish 
government supported a parliamentary motion condemning the “de facto annexation” of Palestinian territory by Israel. 
“This is not something that I, or in my view this house, says lightly. We are the first EU state to do so. But it reflects the 
huge concern we have about the intent of the actions and of course, their impact,” said Irish Foreign Minister Simon 
Coveney. If the motion passes in parliament, it would require the government to expel the Israeli ambassador to Ireland 
and impose political, economic and cultural sanctions against Israel. Even in Israel’s main ally, the US, public opinion 
appears to be slowly shifting. A Gallup poll conducted before the recent conflict saw support for Israel at 75 percent with a 
record-high 25 percent sympathizing with the Palestinians. Those in favour of increased US pressure on Israel also reached 
a new high of 34 percent. On 26 May the New York Times published photographs of the 67 children who died in Gaza, 
along with the two who were killed by Hamas rockets in Israel. While there is still significant support for Israel, the high 
number of civilian casualties in Gaza will have done little to reverse this gradual swing to the Palestinian cause.

MENA
ISRAEL: The fall of Netanyahu
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Algeria
5 May 2021: Doctor jailed for offending Islam and insulting 
president
Doctor and activist Amir Bouraoui has been sentenced to 
two years in prison for offending Islam and insulting the 
president. Bouraoui has been a prominent activist since 
2014, and she previously served a short prison sentence 
but was released last July along with three other opposition 
figures. Around 70 people with links to the Hirak protest 
movement are currently in jail in Algeria on various charges.

Libya
8 May 2021: Gunmen storm Presidential Council HQ
Dozens of armed men have stormed the Hotel Corinthia in 
Tripoli, which is being used as the headquarters of Libya’s 
Presidential Council. Presidential council spokeswoman 
Najwa Wheba reported that “no one was harmed” in the 
incident. The head of the Presidency Council’s office, 
Mohamed al-Mabrouk, also reported: “There was no 
kidnapping, gunfire, or an attack on me or the hotel.” On 
Monday, Foreign Minister Najla al-Mangoush, from the 
east, angered many in the west, including officials in Tripoli, 
by calling for Turkey to withdraw troops it deployed during 
the civil war. The Turkish forces are credited in Tripoli with 
repelling the assault by eastern military commander Khalifa 
Haftar.

Morocco
18 May 2021: Thousands of migrants reach Spanish 
enclave of Ceuta
At least 5,000 migrants made the journey from Morocco to 
the Spanish enclave of Ceuta on Monday. Earlier in the day, 
it was reported that more than 100 people swam or used 
rafts to reach the enclave. Officials later said that 5,000 
people had made the journey from Benzu in the north and 
Tarajal in the south. Many of them swam around border 
fences or walked at low tide. Spanish Foreign Minister 
Arancha González Laya said some migrants were already 
being sent back to Morocco. Spanish troops are also being 
deployed to repel further attempts by migrants to enter the 
enclave.

Oman
24 May 2021: Police clash with protesters in Oman
Police have clashed with protesters during rallies about 
poor economic conditions across Oman. In the northern 
city of Sohar, protesters threw stones at police, who 
responded with tear gas during a demonstration on Monday 
morning. Similar rallies were reported across the sultanate 
on Sunday. The labour ministry said that it was aware of the 
unemployment issues that some Omanis were facing. 

Protests are rare in Oman and this is the first major 
outbreak of civil unrest since Sultan Haitham bin Tariq took 
power in January 2020.

Sudan
25 May 2021: State of emergency declared in Red Sea state
A state of emergency and night curfew has been imposed in 
Red Sea state following an outbreak of ethnic violence. The 
state news agency Suna said five people were killed and 13 
wounded in clashes in Port Sudan. Members of the Beni 
Amer and Nuba tribes have repeatedly clashed in eastern 
Sudan despite a peace agreement in 2019.

Iraq
27 May 2021: PM denounces militia activity around 
Baghdad Green Zone
Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi has denounced the 
build-up of Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) near 
Baghdad’s Green Zone. The militia has been deploying 
troops to the capital following the arrest of 13th Brigade 
leader Qassim Musleh, who was arrested by the Iraqi 
Security Forces on Wednesday on charges of corruption. 
He is also suspected of being behind the recent 
assassinations in Iraq. “We have directed an immediate 
investigation into these movements (of armed groups), 
according to the law,” said al-Kadhimi. The army has been 
deployed to the capital in response to the PMF activity.

Yemen
27 May 2021: Anti-graft protest held in Taiz
An anti-graft protest is being held in the south-western city 
of Taiz. The demonstration has been taking place on 
Thursday 27 May in the Jamal Street area, where 
protesters allegedly began gathering in the morning to 
launch a protest to denounce corruption and negligence in 
the local authorities.

Syria
28 May 2021: President Assad wins landslide victory
President Bashar al-Assad has been re-elected with over 95 
percent of the vote. He won a fourth term after defeating 
two largely unknown candidates in an election that was 
described as a farce by the opposition. Parliamentary 
speaker Hammouda Sabbagh said that turnout was 78.6 
percent, although voting only took place in 
government-held areas of the country.
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