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Tensions between the Indigenous Maasai community in Ngorongoro, Arusha Region escalated in early June during a protest by 
Indigenous Maasai who were defending ancestral land. Security forces reportedly fired live bullets and tear gas at the protesters, 
injuring at least 30 people and causing more than 1,000 Maasai land defenders to flee to Kenya for safety and medical treatment. 
One police officer was allegedly speared to death during the clashes, prompting authorities to arrest 20 Maasai leaders on 
charges of murder. Sources say the detained Maasai leaders were denied access to legal representation for several days. 

The land at the centre of this conflict is Loliondo, a town close to the Kenyan border with legally registered village land for Maasai 
communities. On 9 June, security forces began to section off a 1,500 square kilometre portion of land on hovernment orders, 
beginning a process of evicting the Maasai from the area. According to the Tanzanian government, the eviction of the Maasai 
from Loliondo is necessary in order to protect and conserve the ecosystems of the Serengeti. Authorities claim that a growing 
Maasai population and increasing numbers of livestock are causing environmental degradation. However, locals and activists say 
that the demarcation exercise is being done to create a luxury game reserve and bolster tourism revenue. The government’s 
actions follow comments from the country’s Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism stating that the Maasai do not have a 
claim to the land and indicating an interest in classifying more areas as game reserves. According to legal experts, the government 
is moving forward with the forced evictions despite an injunction set by the East African Court of Justice in 2018 that prohibits 
the government from doing so until the determination of a case filed by the Maasai community. A ruling on the case was 
expected on 22 June but has since been postponed to September of this year. 

The Tanzanian government and the Maasai population in Ngorongoro have been at odds for the better part of three decades. In 
1992, the Dubai-based hunting company Otterlo Business Corporation (OBC) was granted an exclusive hunting permit for 4,000 
square kilometres of land in Loliondo, land that has been home to a Maasai community for generations. The permit was obtained 
without consultation with the Maasai and through a controversial deal with the government that was set to last for 25 years. 
Critics say that since securing the permit, OBC has lobbied the Tanzanian government to have 1,500 square kilometres of land 
cleared of human settlement to be used solely for trophy hunting. The interest in using the land for this purpose has resulted in 
four separate attempts by the Tanzanian government over the past decade to evict the Maasai from Loliondo. 

More than 70,000 Maasai living in four villages face eviction in Loliondo, and a further 80,000 people are at risk of displacement 
further south in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area where efforts to evict another Maasai population are also underway. While 
plans to cordon off land for the purpose of trophy hunting could be a lucrative opportunity for Tanzania, a country where tourism 
contributes to over 17 percent the gross domestic product, the alleged relocation plan has drawn criticism from regional and 
international organisations due to the potential for negative legal and cultural implications. 

UN experts say prioritising tourism revenue in this instance would be at the expense of the Maasai’s traditions and way of life, as 
land is an ancestral asset and fundamental aspect of the culture. From the perspective of international law, Tanzania has agreed 
to safeguard the land rights of indigenous populations and obtain free, prior and informed consent before moving forward with 
any plans to repurpose the land. 

This is not the first time the Maasai have faced the prospect of relocation, and as long as there is interest in using the land for 
private tourism it may not be the last. The current circumstances suggest that the government and the Maasai will likely remain at 
an impasse unless the government elects to include Maasai leaders in discussions over the future use of the land. 
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DR Congo
8 June 2022: Multiple people killed during landslide in Kasai
At least 20 people were killed during a landslide at a 
diamond mine in Samba, Kasaï on Tuesday. Local officials 
say the victims were artisanal miners who were digging in 
underground wells at the mine in Sha Mashingo when the 
landslide hit. The landslide affected more than 30 diamond 
pits and was likely caused by overcrowding of the wells in 
fragile soil.

Nigeria
9 June 2022: Scores abducted by bandits in Katsina
Local sources say that over 80 people were kidnapped by 
bandits in Jibiya, Katsina State on Wednesday. The bandits 
opened fire on residents in Kwari village in the afternoon 
local time and were seen burning down shops and food 
stalls. Over 2,000 residents who fled the village have taken 
refuge at a primary school in Jibiya town, with many alleging 
that authorities have not provided any assistance since the 
attack.

Ghana
13 June 2022: Dozens of students hospitalised after 
protest in Abrepo
At least 30 students were hospitalised in Abrepo, Ashanti 
Region after police used tear gas during a demonstration on 
Sunday. The demonstration was staged by students at the 
Islamic Senior High School who were protesting against 
frequent road accidents. Students reportedly blocked the 
road in front of the school and police were called to 
disperse the crowd.

Ethioia
20 June 2022: Hundreds killed in Oromia attack
More than 200 people were reportedly killed during an 
attack in Gimbi, Oromia on Saturday. Witnesses say the 
attack was carried out by militants of the Oromo 
Liberation Army (OLA) in remote villages settled by ethnic 
Amhara communities. The regional government in Oromia 
confirmed the attack took place but the exact number of 
casualties has not been reported. An OLA spokesperson, 
Odaa Tarbii, denied the group’s involvement in the attack 
and stated the Ethiopian government was responsible.

Somalia
20 June 2022: Government official shot dead in Afgoye
Local reports say the inspector general of the Ministry of 
Education of the Lower Shabelle region was shot and killed 
on Saturday in Afgoye. The official was killed by unknown 
gunmen in the Hawa-Tako neighbourhood in the morning 
local time. The motive of the killing is unknown and the 

suspects are still at large. Police are investigating the 
incident.

Kenya
21 June 2022: Dozens hospitalised amid malaria outbreak 
in Kerio Valley
At least 50 people are receiving medical treatment in the 
Kerio Valley following a malaria outbreak, according to local 
reports. The worst affected area is Endo ward in Marakwet 
East, where health facilities have reached their capacity 
due to the number of people seeking treatment for malaria 
symptoms. Hospitals in the area are also facing a shortage 
of drugs to treat the illness. According to an official at the 
Endo Mission Hospital, the outbreak was likely brought 
about by recent rains that provided a breeding ground for 
mosquitos.

Madagascar
22 June 2022: Unknown suspects abduct child with 
albinism in Ambilobe
A four-year-old child was kidnapped in Sirama, Ambilobe 
on Tuesday. The child was taken from her home in the early 
hours of the morning. The abduction occurred less than 24 
hours after another child with albinism was kidnapped by 
armed men in the southern village of Betroka. People living 
with albinism in Madagascar are frequently persecuted due 
to false beliefs that their body parts can be used in rituals 
for good fortune.

South Africa
26 June 2022: Investigation launched after 22 people 
found dead inside East London nightclub
Police have launched an investigation after the bodies of 
22 people were found in a nightclub in East London. “We 
are going to immediately be embarking on autopsies so we 
can know the probable cause of death,” Siyanda Manana, a 
spokesperson for the Eastern Cape provincial health 
department, told Reuters on Sunday. The bodies were 
discovered at a bar in Scenery Park and early reports 
suggest that most of the victims were students celebrating 
the end of their exams.

Cameroon
27 June 2022: Dozens killed during attack in Akwaya
At least 32 people were killed during an attack in Akwaya, 
South-West Region on Saturday. Local sources say the 
attack was carried out in the village of Mesaka by a group of 
unidentified armed suspects and that the number of 
casualties could be higher than initially reported. The attack 
has happened amid a resurgence of violence in 
English-speaking regions by Anglophone separatists.
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Following an 18-day long protest movement led by the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE), 
the government and demonstrators were able to finally reach an agreement, bringing an end to what the protesters called 
“the first stage” of nationwide strikes that have frequently turned violent. According to reports, the protests left six people 
dead, more than 100 injured and resulted in the arrest of 56 people. 

Following the agreement, the CONAIE now enters a 90-day period where it is to assess compliance to the measures 
promised by President Guillermo Lasso, including cutting petrol prices, food prices, restructuring state-bank loans, and 
halting the expansion of mineral-extracting operations. 

During the unrest an estimated one million people took to the streets and set up road blockades in several important cities 
such as Quito, Guayaquil, Cuenca, Santo Domingo de los Colorados, Machala, Manta, Portoviejo, Eloy Alfaro, Esmeraldas, 
Ambato, and Milagro. The blockades not only hindered Ecuadorians’ freedom of movement, but caused a national 
emergency due to food, fuel and medical supply shortages after cargo trucks were unable to reach their destinations. 

On 19 July, President Guillermo Lasso declared a national state of emergency and imposed a curfew on four of Ecuador’s 
provinces, although in at least one of these the measures were blatantly ignored by protesters. Rising inflation, 
unemployment and poverty, heavily exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic, delivered an economic storm which severely 
impacted the general population. Since 2020, the price of petrol has more than doubled, and several basic food products 
have seen a steep increase coupled with stagnating low wages and increasing unemployment. 

Originally, the Ecuadorian indigenous community was calling for President Guillermo Lasso to step down, a demand which 
they have made in the past. Since 1997, the CONAIE has been given credit for the toppling of three Ecuadorian 
presidents. But on 29 July, President Lasso survived an impeachment vote and claimed that he was done negotiating with 
the protesters, a claim which he took back less than 24 hours later, shortly before handing them the first round of 
concessions. 

After the CONAIE deemed the concessions “insufficient”, President Lasso was forced back to the negotiating table with 
an indigenous leader he had ordered to be incarcerated just a week earlier. During the brief detention of Leonidas Iza, the 
protests turned the most violent, and President Lasso was forced to conditionally release him. 

Now that the government has made “sufficient” promises and concessions to the Ecuadorian population, the CONAIE has 
made itself available to all vulnerable populations as an observer and facilitator to the implementation of said concessions.

“We hope this was the end of the violent episodes, even though we are all somewhat disappointed in the government, the 
bad situation does not completely derive from their policies… that is something the CONAIE does not seem to empathize 
with or care about” said Juan Pinilla, a politics researcher at the Coastal Polytechnic School in Guayaquil. “President Lasso 
must navigate murky waters, and the population is not showing signs of easing”. 

AMERICAS
Ecuador: President Lasso reaches deal to end protests
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Haiti
7 June 2022: Two killed, one injured, one arrested after 
police operation in Croix-des-Bouquets
Two suspected gang members were killed, one was injured 
and another was arrested during a police operation 
yesterday in Croix-des-Bouquets, Ouest. The operation 
took place in Canaan, shortly after police had raided 
another suspected operation area in Corail.

Brazil
8 June 2022: Two killed, one injured after shootout with 
police in Engenho de Dentro
Two suspects were killed and a police officer was injured 
following a shootout in Engenho de Dentro, Rio de 
Janeiro yesterday evening. According to reports, the 
shootout ensued as police intercepted the suspects 
during an armed robbery on Rua Bento Goncalves, at 
around 19:30 local time.

Honduras
15 June 2022: Political party protesters set up roadblock at 
Danto Bridge in La Ceiba
Political activists stage a protest and set up a roadblock in 
La Ceiba, Atlántida earlier today. The roadblock was 
reported at the Danto Bridge and was set up by LIBRE 
political party activists demanding state-sponsored job 
openings. Significant traffic disruption has been reported.

Chile
17 June 2022: CODELCO workers to stage national strike if 
sulfur-dioxide leaks are not contained
Workers of the state-owned CODELCO, the world’s largest 
copper producer, said they would begin a national strike 
today if the company’s board did not invest the $53m 
needed to retain leaking sulfur dioxide. The company has 
not responded to the workers’ demands nor to the threat of 
a work stoppage. CODELCO workers said they had stopped 
operations at the smelter while maintenance is carried out, 
following a recent incident in the heavily industrial area that 
left dozens ill with signs of sulfur dioxide poisoning.

Argentina
17 June 2022: Central Bank significantly raises interest 
rates as inflation spirals
Argentina’s Central Bank raised its benchmark interest rates 
by 300 basis points yesterday, the biggest increase since 
2019. The measure comes as the government makes an 
effort to tackle spiralling inflation running at over 60 
percent. The move by Argentina, which suffers one of the 
highest levels of inflation globally, comes as central banks 
around the US, Europe and Brazil have hiked rates.

Canada
22 June 2022: APIGQ workers begin indefinite strike
The Professional Association of Government Engineers 
(APIGQ) began an indefinite strike yesterday in Quebec. 
According to reports, this marks the third instance in the 
last two months in which the engineers strike. The workers 
demand an increase in salaries and benefits.

Jamaica
22 June 2022: Two killed, one injured after shooting in 
Kingston
Two people were killed and another was injured following 
a shooting in Kingston, Surrey yesterday afternoon. The 
incident took place on Church Street, in the downtown 
Kingston business district, at around 12:30 local time. No 
arrests have been reported.

Colombia
28 June 2022: Prison riot leaves 49 dead, 30 injured in 
Tuluá
At least 49 people died and 30 others were injured 
following an attempted prison break and riot in Tuluá, Valle 
del Cauca. The incident took place at Pavilion 8 of the Tuluá 
prison at around 02:00 local time, when prisoners set 
mattresses and began a massive fight amongst themselves.

Mexico
27 June 2022: Eight people kidnapped and killed in Xcalak
Eight people were kidnapped and killed in Chikindzonot, 
Yucatán. The bodies were found at the ‘Loma Bonita’ ranch 
at around 12:00 local time after the victims had been 
reported missing in Xcalak, Quintana Roo the prior week. 
Police have launched an investigation.

Trinidad & Tobago
28 June 2022: Unions stage anti-government protest in 
Port of Spain
A large anti-government protest was staged yesterday in 
Port of Spain. The protest was reportedly organised by 10 
different unions, in opposition to PM Keith Rowley. The 
demonstration was staged in Queen’s Park Savannah, 
opposite the President’s residence.

Nicaragua
29 June 2022: Opposition activist found dead in Trojes
A Nicaraguan opposition activist was found dead yesterday 
in Trojes, El Paraíso. The body was found off the exit to 
Aguas Calientes, Danlí, near the Nicaraguan border, at an 
undisclosed time. According to police, the victim was 
murdered but has yet to identify any suspects.
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Last week, a rare display of violent unrest broke out in Uzbekistan’s autonomous Karakalpakstan region as thousands of 
demonstrators took to the streets to protest against proposed constitutional reforms which would have refused the region 
the right to secede. The demonstrations escalated rapidly, becoming deadly when protesters clashed with security forces. 
Officially, 18 deaths and 243 casualties have been reported. In the days following the clashes, the flow of information 
coming out of the region has been stifled and Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has faced increasing calls for an 
independent investigation to be conducted.

Protests in the Karakalpakstan region over the proposed amendment, which aimed to abolish the vestiges of 
Karakalpakstan’s self-governance, first began in the regional capital of Nukus and in smaller towns in late June. Law 
enforcement was initially dispatched to quell the protests, but failed to substantially reduce demonstrations, with 
unconfirmed reports in some areas even claiming law enforcement officers sided with the protesters. Following this, 
several riot police units were then sent out to the protest sites, ultimately clashing violently with demonstrators. 

Under Uzbekistan’s current constitution, the Karakalpakstan region, which borders neighbouring Kazakhstan and the Aral 
Sea, is described as a sovereign republic within Uzbekistan - effectively making it an autonomous republic with the right 
to secede by holding a referendum. The proposed amendment challenged the complex and intricately balanced political 
situation in the sprawling region, which accounts for approximately two-fifths of the country’s landscape and is home to a 
diverse population of some two million people, including the ethnic Karakalpaks - a tribal community which settled in an 
area south of the Aral Sea. 

While Uzbek authorities have reported 18 fatalities, international human rights groups fear the actual death toll may be 
much higher. Over 500 people are also said to have been detained by the country’s national guard, which claims to have 
since released those arrested, although no evidence of any such releases has been recorded thus far. Accurate intel from 
the ground has become hard to verify due to internet suspensions which were imposed on the region last week. 
Mirziyoyev has since abandoned the proposed constitutional change, but has imposed a month-long state of emergency 
in the region, alongside internet suspensions and a curfew. The president also claimed protesters had tried to undermine 
regional authorities, by attempting to storm local government buildings to allegedly obtain weapons. Mirziyoyev’s remarks 
echo that of the provincial police and parliament, which jointly accused “provocateurs” of aiming to “split the society and 
destabilise the socio-political situation in Uzbekistan”.

A heavy military presence is believed to remain on the streets of Nukus, including armoured personnel carriers and street 
barricades. Rights groups have expressed concern over the high death toll and the potential for national security forces to 
suppress the local population illegitimately under the state of emergency and internet suspension. The EU has called for 
“an open and independent investigation” and has called on all sides to exercise restraint, whilst also calling for the relevant 
authorities to guarantee human rights, including the fundamental rights to freedom of assembly and freedom of 
expression. Access to the region has been heavily restricted and independent reporting is believed to be prohibited under 
current measures, with a correspondent from Eurasia.net claiming to have been briefly detained for reporting from Nukus. 
Adding to international concern is the rather disconcerting parallel to neighbouring Kazakhstan’s crushing of mass 
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protests earlier this year, which saw 227 people killed and 10,000 arrested amid a brutal crackdown which drew 
widespread condemnation from Western countries. A significant proportion of ethnic Karakalpaks live in Kazakhstan; 
however, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev is said to have welcomed Tashkent’s measures in a recent call with him. 
The violence is also reminiscent of the 2005 crackdown which suppressed popular unrest in Uzbekistan’s Andijan under 
former longtime ruler Islam Karimov, during which hundreds of protesters were killed.

Those living in Karakalpakstan claim the situation resulted in deadly violence due to Tashkent’s negligence and his refusal 
to acknowledge public opinion of the proposed reform at earlier stages, instead ignoring discontent until protests gained 
momentum, then labelling demonstrators as ‘separatists’. “Calls for separatism and mass riots will be firmly crushed 
according to the current legislation. Those responsible for this will suffer inevitable punishment,” said Mirziyoyev following 
a visit to the region over the weekend. Despite accounting for 40 percent of Uzbekistan, the region’s population makes up 
less than 10 percent of the country’s 34 million inhabitants. This is largely due to vast uninhabitable expanses of territory 
in Karakalpakstan, including the former bottom of the Aral Sea - the desiccation of which amid excessive cotton production 
during the Soviet era has been described by the UN as the largest man-made environmental disaster in history. The 
disaster led to widespread toxic salt dust being spread throughout the region, leading communities there especially 
vulnerable to tuberculosis outbreaks and other health complications. As such, the region has long been the most heavily 
impoverished area in the country, being neglected between 1991 and 2016 under Karimov’s rule, with incredibly poor 
regional infrastructure, economy, agriculture, and medical system - a typical cocktail for popular revolt. However, cautious 
economic reforms brought in by Mirziyoyev in 2016 following the death of Karimov eased some of the worst hardships 
suffered by the region’s population, lessening calls for revolt - that is, until Tashkent proposed its latest reform.

It’s too early to suggest the recent developments in Karakalpakstan constitute a revolution or uprising, as the current 
situation on the ground remains unclear and it has yet to be determined if any singular entity or coalition in 
Karakalpakstan have formed to actively lead mass protests defending the region’s autonomy. The protests have yet to 
become a movement, and without knowing the full extent of military force being used to clamp down on dissent amid the 
state of emergency imposed in the area, it’s hard to independently ascertain whether Tashkent’s deployment of security 
forces to maintain order is legitimate and peaceful, or actually a violent violation of the supposed republic’s autonomy and 
suppression of its right to secede by popular vote.
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Pakistan
10 June 2022: Prominent television host shot dead in 
Karachi
A prominent television host, Aamir Liaquat Hussain, has 
been shot dead in his home in the southern city of Karachi. 
Hussain - whose career as a ‘televangelist’ was often seen 
as contentious - was found unconscious at his home before 
being taken to hospital where he was pronounced on 
arrival. Hussain had recently switched from televangelism to 
politics, becoming an MP for Imran Khan’s Pakistan 
Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) party. 

Myanmar
13 June 2022: PDF attack pro-junta forces in Khin-U
People’s Defence Forces (PDF) have allegedly launched an 
attack on pro-junta forces in the Khin-U area of Sagaing 
state. According to local reports, the attack took place over 
the weekend near the Kyogan area, just off the road 
connecting Myitkyina and Shwebo. The resulting clash 
apparently led to the deaths of at least 20 pro-junta militia 
force members - thought to belong to the Pyu Saw Htee 
group. Another 10 militia members were also wounded.

Papua New Guinea
14 June 2022: Sixteen dead in Western Highlands crash
At least 16 people have been killed following a crash in the 
Western Highlands. The fatal accident occurred on Sunday 
evening when a truck full of election campaign 
supporters veered off the road whilst travelling along the 
Tomba Freeway and plunged into a ravine. The truck had 
been en route from Tomba to Tambul whilst travelling to 
the campaign base for the local member of parliament, Win 
Bakri Daki. Several others were also injured in the crash. 
Initial investigations into the cause suggest the vehicle may 
have been overloaded.

Bangladesh
20 June 2022: Dozens killed amid India and Bangladesh 
floods
Dozens of fatalities have been reported in India and 
Bangladesh after monsoon rains triggered landslides and 
major floods, stranding millions of people over the 
weekend. At least 59 people are known to have died, while 
millions more have been stranded as emergency workers 
struggle to reach those affected. Forecasts have warned 
that further flooding is expected as rain continues over the 
next few days. Bangladeshi authorities have described the 
flooding as the worst to hit the country since 2004.

Afghanistan
22 June 2022: Paktika-Khost earthquake death toll rises

The death toll following a powerful 5.9-magnitude 
earthquake which hit the provinces of Paktika and Khost on 
Wednesday has risen from 280 to around 1,000 confirmed 
fatalities. Some 600 others have also been injured. The 
earthquake rocked remote parts of south-eastern 
Afghanistan - an underdeveloped region where hundreds of 
homes have now been destroyed.

China
22 June 2022: Floods hit Guangdong and Jianxi
Floods have hit parts of the Guangdong and Jianxi 
provinces, triggering flood alerts and emergency rescue 
efforts. The highest possible flood alert level has been 
issued in Qingyuan, Guangdong, while some 3,000 
people have been evacuated amid floods in the Yingde area 
of the province. The city of Shaogun has been among the 
worst-affected areas in Guangdong. In Jianxi, a flood alert 
has also been issued in nine districts, with an estimated 
485,000 people affected.

Philippines
27 June 2022: ASG clash with security forces in Basilan
A deadly clash has allegedly broken out between suspected 
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) militants and the Filipino 
security forces in Basilan. The clash apparently took place 
over the weekend in the Tipo-Tipo area, where ASG 
militants reportedly engaged in an armed altercation with 
government soldiers in the Sitio Bato Maputi area of 
Baguindan. Three suspected ASG militants have been killed 
following the clash, while another six were also wounded, 
along with at least three security personnel.

Thailand
28 June 2022: Five shot dead in Thaton junta raid
At least five civilians have reportedly been shot dead amid a 
recent raid in the Thaton area of Mon. According to recent 
local reports, the five deceased were residents of the Htone 
Bo Laye village in Thaton, which was targeted in military 
raids over the weekend. No further details regarding why 
the civilians were allegedly shot ahs been confirmed thus 
far.

Indonesia
29 June 2022: Semeru volcano erupts, East Java
Mount Semeru volcano has reportedly begun erupting in 
East Java. Seismic activity had increased prior to a plume of 
dense ash rising from the crater on Wednesday 
morning. The column of ash is said to have risen some 
5,200 metres-high, posing a risk to aircraft in the 
immediate area. An orange-level aviation warning has been 
issued, urging aircraft to avoid airspace in the area.
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British Airways (BA) staff voted in June to launch a strike over an ongoing pay dispute. The BA strike is set to get 
underway in early July and comes as travel across Europe faces widespread disruption over the coming months amid mass 
strikes and staff shortages. Other major strikes which have either taken place - or have yet to be staged - this summer 
include further airline strikes across Europe, railway strikes in the UK, a British postal workers walkout, and bus strikes in 
northern England.

The BA strike is mostly being observed by staff who are members of the GMB union - the large majority of which are 
check-in staff. The strike comes over a 10 percent deduction in wages which was brought in during the Covid-19 
pandemic amid a global decrease in demand for flights, but has not been reinstated in line with the gradual return to 
pre-pandemic flight operation levels. BA also cut over 10,000 jobs during the pandemic but has not re-hired enough staff 
to cope with its return to full operations. As such, it has been overstretching its existing staff: effectively requiring workers 
to do more work for less pay.

GMB union’s general secretary Gary Smith stated that staff throughout all sections of BA’s business have been increasingly 
disillusioned with the company’s refusal to restore pay and working conditions, accusing BA execs of exploiting the 
pandemic. In response, BA has said it remains committed to working with the union to find a solution, and has already 
offered a one off payment, equivalent to 10 percent, which would arguably reimburse workers for lost wages; however, 
staff are pushing for a permanent reversal of the 10 percent cut and for the their basic pay to reflect increased cost of 
living. Meanwhile, rising fuel costs and - ironically - the ongoing airport chaos caused by understaffing which triggered the 
strike in the first place, have made it much harder for BA bosses to find a mutually cost-effective solution to staff concerns.

BA isn’t the only airline which has struggled to cope with the increased post-pandemic demand, with the combination of 
staff shortages and increased flight operations spelling trouble for airports throughout the UK, and beyond. Thousands of 
flights have been cancelled and logistic issues with baggage-handling at Heathrow’s Terminal 2 have also been a prominent 
issue. Gatwick was forced to reduce its operational flight capacity for peak summer periods in June, citing a shortage of 
workers. The cap on flights means only 825 flights will be operated in August, down from 900 in previous years. BA 
specifically axed some flights in early June, impacting 130 short-haul trips in and out of Heathrow. The upcoming BA 
strikes are expected to further haemorrhage these existing operational struggles, although most of the impact will be 
limited to Heathrow. Union officials have yet to confirm the dates of the Heathrow strikes, but they look likely to coincide 
with the school summer holidays. Recent reports also suggest GMB and Unite unions are in talks with staff at Gatwick, as 
well as Glasgow, Manchester, and Newcastle - meaning further strikes across UK airports remain possible. 

A wave of disruption has also hit airports across Europe, with EasyJet and Ryanair both seeing staff strike in Spain during 
July. EasyJet workers are staging three 72-hour walkouts at fortnightly intervals over the course of July, totalling nine days 
of strikes. Hundreds of staff are taking part in the walkouts, impacting the airline’s bases in Barcelona, Malaga, and Palma 
as workers seek a 40 percent pay rise for those on basic wage. Meanwhile, Ryanair staff in Spain have also staged a 
three-day walkout over pay, affecting 10 bases across the country: Alicante, Barcelona, Girona, Ibiza, Madrid, Malaga, Palm, 
Santiago de Compostela, and Valencia. Segments of Ryanair’s Portuguese flight operations have also been significantly 
impacted by the strikes, while flights in and out of Belgium, Italy, and France have also been adversely affected.

EUROPE
UK: Summer of strikes
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The emerging consensus amongst union representatives is that workers throughout the transport and adjacent industries 
feel they have borne the brunt of the pandemic’s impact on their respective fields of work for too long, without substantial 
compensation or reimbursement for the strain. With the summer of 2023 seeing travel and vacation levels returning to 
pre-pandemic levels, it’s understandable staff feel now is the time for wages and working conditions to reflect that, and for 
workers to no longer have to overstretch themselves on reduced pay due to lay-offs - measures initially designed to help 
the industry cope with the losses incurred amid the unprecedented - and thereby hard-to-predict - impact of the 
pandemic. Meanwhile, companies claim they are still struggling making it through a post-pandemic ‘recovery’ phase. 
EasyJet’s chief operating officer, Peter Bellew, recently announced his resignation amid growing pressure to reduce the 
airline’s flight disruption as passengers face long delays and flight cancellations. EasyJet were among several airlines forced 
to scrap hundreds of summer flights in June in response to the caps introduced by Gatwick and Amsterdam’s Schiphol 
airport. The resignation comes a month after unions in the UK accused the airline of a “lack of leadership”.

The sentiment of transport industry workers in airports throughout Europe has also been echoed amongst railway workers 
in the UK. Last month saw major National Rail strikes - the biggest of their kind in 30 years - plunge Britain’s rail services 
into chaos, as almost every national rail service saw workers take part in the strikes, including Transport for London 
Underground and Overground services. The strikes were organised for several reasons: pay rises failing to meet inflation 
rates; pandemic pay freezes which have yet to be unfrozen; and refusals by rail companies to give guarantees against 
compulsory redundancies. While the strikes took place in late June, the knock-on effects have continued to be felt due to 
chronic staff shortages. Further rail strikes have also continued to take place, although on much smaller scales, including 
strikes held by Greater Anglia rail in the South-East of England. In Yorkshire, bus company Arriva has also seen bus drivers 
go on strike over a pay dispute. The Unite union has also confirmed that around 2,400 managers at some 1,000 Royal Mail 
delivery offices also plan to strike in July amid a dispute over job cuts and pay. Like airline, rail, and bus company workers, 
the union claims postal workers are facing similar issues relating to massive pay cuts despite soaring inflation.

Alone, any one of these strike actions has a significant impact on travel and transportation logistics; however, staged 
simultaneously and successively, the strikes have had a crippling impact, which has been felt at the top levels of 
companies affected, but also at the grass roots level of passengers and customers - who are the ones facing severe 
day-to-day disruption. Together, the strikes also serve the purpose of making a clear, industry-wide statement that the 
fundamental structure of these services’ pandemic response has reached a point where it needs to evolve in light of global 
economic changes, to become a more sustainable model for workers, as well as executives and customers.
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France
7 June 2022: Three police officers arrested over fatal 
shooting
Three police officers have been arrested over the fatal 
shooting of a woman in Paris on 30 May. A female 
passenger was killed in the incident, while the driver and 
another passenger was seriously wounded. The driver 
refused to comply with an order to stop the vehicle in the 
18th arrondissement; officers smashed a window before 
the occupants started to flee. The General Inspectorate of 
the National Police (GINP) has opened an investigation.

Lithuania
13 June 2022: Lithuania to decouple from Russian power 
grid
Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda has indicated that 
Lithuania will seek to decouple from the Russian power 
grid within the next two years. The move will see Lithuania 
accelerate previous plans, with Lithuania now on course to 
shift to the European power grid by 2024 - a year earlier 
than previously arranged. Nauseda said the decision comes 
as Lithuania seeks to minimise the risk of Russia exploiting 
energy as a tool of political manipulation amid heightened 
military tensions in Ukraine.

Portugal
14 June 2022: Monkeypox cases top 200
Eighteen new cases of the monkeypox virus have 
apparently been confirmed in Portugal. The national health 
authorities confirmed the latest count on Monday, stating 
the nationwide total had increased to more than 200 
confirmed cases. According to local data, most cases have 
been linked to clusters originating in the capital, Lisbon, and 
the Vale do Tejo area.

Romania
15 June 2022: Protest rally held in Bucharest
A protest rally has been staged in Bucharest by the 
Romanian Sanitas Federation. The demonstration has 
been staged on Wednesday, starting at 10:00 local time 
in George Enescu Square. From there, protesters then 
marched towards Victory Square as they rallied against 
numerous workers rights issues and called for wage 
increases.

Germany
21 June 2022: Suspect detained amid Bavaria school bomb 
threat
A suspect has been arrested following a bomb threat which 
was made towards a school in Ebersdorf, Bavaria. The 
threat triggered a major police operation on Monday 

afternoon after a “suspicious message” was received by 
school administrators. The premises was immediately 
evacuated, including all staff and pupils, as police swept 
school buildings. No suspicious items were found, with 
police ultimately calling the bomb threat a false alarm, 
although one individual has been detained in connection 
with the incident.

Bulgaria
22 June 2022: Fatal stabbing reported near Xanthi
A deadly stabbing incident has reportedly occurred near 
Xanthi in Western Thrace. The incident was reported from 
the Kimmeria area on Wednesday, having occurred 
overnight, during the late hours of Tuesday evening. 
According to reports, police have responded to the incident 
and confirmed one death and one arrest. Further details, 
including a possible motive, remain unconfirmed as 
investigations get underway.

Spain
27 June 2022: Protest against migrant killings held in Seville
A protest has been staged in Seville against the recent 
killing of migrants at the Melilla fence. Several hundred 
people gathered to demonstrate outside the Seville City 
Hall to denounce the deaths of migrants, which occurred 
last Friday. The protest was organised by the ‘We Are 
Migrants Platform’, which criticised the Moroccan police 
over the handling of the issue.

Poland
27 June 2022: Protesters clash with police in Inowroclaw
Protesters have clashed with police amid a demonstration 
in Inowroclaw, in the Kuyavian-Pomerian region. According 
to reports, police were called out to Jana Kilinskiego on 
Sunday afternoon, shortly after 15:00 local time, in 
response to a protest which was being staged outside the 
Music School of Inowroclaw. Police reportedly resorted tot 
he use of tear gas to disperse protesters.

Italy
28 June 2022: Two hospitalised in wildfires near Rome
Two people have reportedly been hospitalised amid a 
wildfire which has broken out amid near Rome. The fire 
has broken out in the north-western outskirts of the city. 
Firefighters have been working to contain the blaze, which 
is said to be spreading through an area between two main 
roads - Via Aurelia and Via di Casalotti. The two people who 
have been hospitalised are understood to be a mother and 
her baby who are being treated for smoke inhalation. Some 
35 others were also treated at the scene, while several 
homes and a summer camp ground have been evacuated.

www.securityexchange24.com 12



Protests erupted across Libya over the weekend as public anger grows at the ongoing political divisions and rising living 
costs in the country. The unrest comes after officials from the two rival governments failed to reach an agreement during 
talks in Switzerland. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres appealed for calm and called on Libya’s politicians to end 
their divisions and overcome the “political deadlock.”

Demonstrators forced their way into the House of Representatives and lit fires outside in the eastern city of Tobruk on 
Friday evening. A bulldozer was used to break down a gate before protesters stormed the building. The security forces 
reportedly withdrew from the area as people gathered to demand the dissolution of the government and to voice their 
anger at ongoing power cuts and deteriorating living conditions. A rally was also held in Martyr’s Square in the capital, 
Tripoli, where people denounced frequent power cuts and the rising cost of basic goods. Other protests were reported, 
including in the coastal city of Misrata and the eastern city of Benghazi.

The protests were a sign that the public has become disillusioned with Libya’s political class and their inability to form a 
national government. The UN-backed Government of National Unity in Tripoli has been led by interim Prime Minister 
Abdul Hamid Dbeibah since February 2021. He was due to lead the country to elections last December; however, they 
were postponed over concerns about security and disputes over the eligibility of several candidates. Following the 
delays, the House of Representatives said in February that they no longer recognised Dbeibah’s authority and named Fathi 
Bashagha as prime minister-designate. Dbeibah responded by stating that he would only cede power to an elected 
government, resulting in yet another East/West split in the country.

Bashagha has attempted to take power by force, although not on the same scale as Gen Khalifa Haftar did between 2019 
and 2020. Fighting erupted in May when the eastern PM tried to enter the capital; he withdrew to Sirte and vowed not to 
use force to take power. Fighting broke out again in June between militias allied with the rival leaders - the Nawasi 
Brigade which backed Bashagha and the Stability Support Force, which supports Dbeibah. Following the recent protests, 
the Tripoli-based PM reiterated that the only solution to Libya’s current problems “is holding elections” so that the people 
can “choose the executive and presidential authority.”

Another key issue facing Libya is the disarray in its oil industry. In late-June the National Oil Corporation (NOC) announced 
force majeure restrictions at the Es Sider and Ras Lanuf export terminals and said that export could be halted from the 
Brega and Zueitina terminals. Production has halved since mid-April to an estimated 600,000 bpd due to protests and 
political competition over revenues. The crisis has caused sustained power cuts in the country, while the drop in 
production comes as global oil prices are at their highest in years, resulting in Libya losing tens of millions of dollars a day.

MENA
Libya: Protesters call for end to political divisions
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UAE
7 June 2022: Gupta brothers arrested in UAE
Two brothers from the wealthy Gupta family have been 
arrested in the UAE. South African officials said that Rajesh 
Gupta and Atul Gupta were detained by law enforcement 
officials in Dubai. The two men are accused of using their 
relationship with former President Jacob Zuma to win 
contracts and bribe government officials in South Africa. 
“The arrest reflects the continuous efforts of the UAE in 
combating money laundering crimes through local 
cooperation among the competent authorities,” Dubai 
police said in a statement.

Syria
8 June 2022: Syria intercepts missiles near Damascus
Syria’s air defences intercepted several missiles south of the 
capital, Damascus, on Monday night. The SANA state news 
agency said that Israeli fired the missiles from the occupied 
Golan Heights. No casualties were reported in the incident. 
Last month three Syrian army officers were killed in an 
Israeli airstrike near the capital.

Tunisia
16 June 2022: UGTT holds nationwide strike
Tunisia’s largest union went ahead with a strike over 
wages on Thursday, causing widespread disruption across 
the country. The Tunisian General Labour Union (UGTT) 
called for its three million public sector workers to join the 
industrial action, resulting in airports and public transport 
services being closed. Government offices were also forced 
to shut down by the strike, which went ahead despite calls 
from President Kais Saied to block it. The UGTT said it was 
forced to take action after Saied froze wages and cut 
subsidies as part of a deal with the IMF.

Egypt
21 June 2022: Man arrested for killing fellow student
A man has been arrested on suspicion of the murder of a 
female student in the northern city of Mansoura. Nayera 
Ashraf was beaten and stabbed outside the University of 
Al Mansoura on Monday afternoon. The suspect has been 
identified as Mohamed Adel, who is also a student. The 
prosecutor’s office said Adel had confessed to the 
killing, stating that he was angry that Ashraf has rejected his 
marriage proposal. The incident sparked outrage on social 
media, with rights groups calling for stronger action to 
tackle gender violence.

Kuwait
22 June 2022: Crown Prince dissolves parliament
Kuwait’s Crown Prince has dissolved parliament and called 

for fresh elections. “We have decided to dissolve the 
National Assembly constitutionally and resort to elections,” 
said Crown Prince Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “We 
will not interfere in the elections nor in the selection of 
the next Speaker of the parliament.” The country’s cabinet 
resigned earlier this year over disputes with parliament.

Jordan
24 June 2022: Female student shot dead in Amman
A female student has been shot dead at a university 
campus in Amman. The security forces launched a manhunt 
following the attack on Iman Rashid, a 21-year-old student 
at the Applied Sciences University. The assailant fled the 
scene following the attack on Thursday. No motive has 
been established.

Morocco
24 June 2022: African migrants die trying to storm Melilla
At least 18 people have died and dozens more wounded 
after they attempted to storm the border fence between 
Morocco and the Spanish enclave Melilla. Around 2,000 
African migrants tried to break through an access gate to 
the border post on Friday; more than 130 were 
successful and headed to a migrant reception centre. 
Moroccan authorities said 140 members of its security 
forces were wounded, while Spanish authorities reported 
that 49 of its Spanish Civil Guard were injured. “A large 
group of sub-Saharans [Africans] … broke through the 
access gate of the Barrio Chino border checkpoint and 
entered Melilla by jumping over the roof of the checkpoint,” 
said Spanish officials in a statement.

Iraq
27 June 2022: Rocket fired at gas complex in Kurdish region
A rocket has been fired at a gas complex in the northern 
Kurdish region. The Katyusha rocket targeted the 
Emirati-owned Khor Mor gas complex, situated between 
Kirkuk and Sulaimaniyah, on Saturday. The rocket landed 
outside the complex and no damage was reported. Dana 
Gas said expansion work had been halted until increased 
security measures are implemented at the site.

Libya
30 June 2022: Bodies of migrants found in southern desert
The bodies of 20 people believed to be African migrants 
have been found in the desert. A truck driver discovered 
the bodies in a remote area around 120km from the border 
with Chad. Local officials said that early indications suggest 
that the group got lost and died of dehydration around two 
weeks ago.
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