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Africa’s last absolute monarchy has been rocked by pro-democracy protests. Hundreds of people have taken to the streets 
of Eswatini – formerly known as Swaziland – to demand an overhaul of the political system in the country. At least 20 
people have been killed in clashes with the security forces, according to activists, while dozens more have been injured. 
The government has responded to the unrest by banning all protests, imposing a night-time curfew, shutting schools and 
cutting off access to the internet. Last week acting Prime Minister Themba Masuku denied some media reports that King 
Mswati III had fled the violence to neighbouring South Africa. “Following the false media reports circulating, I would like 
to take this opportunity to assure the emaSwati and the international community that His Majesty King Mswati III is in the 
country and continues to lead in working with the government to advance the kingdom’s goals,” his statement said.

While there have been small pro-democracy rallies in Eswatini in the past, the scale of the current unrest is 
unprecedented. Protesters first took to the streets in May after a student from the University of Eswatini was allegedly 
killed by police. The authorities said they had launched an investigation into Thabani Nkomonye’s death, while police 
initially claimed that he had died in a car accident. “If [Thabani] died as a result of the accident, why is there not even a 
single bloodstain or trace in the car or on the scene, particularly where he was found?,” the Nhlambeni family said in a 
statement. “What explanation do the police have about the bullet hole on the rear bumper, and why did they tamper with 
the bullet hole after our questions?” In June the country’s youth took to the streets en masse. The protest movement has 
broadened to include a range of demands, including the introduction of multi-party democracy in a country where political 
parties have been banned since 1973. There are also frustrations that King Mswati III enjoys an extravagant lifestyle while 
much of the population live in poverty. “The country’s resources (cotton, tobacco, rice, iron, wood etc) are systematically 
confiscated by the king and his entourage: all foreign companies, such as Coca-Cola’s local subsidiary, are obliged to cede 
51 percent of their shares to a sovereign fund controlled by the monarch and accept one of his relatives on their board,” 
said Lucky Lukhelé, spokesperson for the pro-democracy Swaziland Solidarity Network. In 2019 it was reported that the 
king had purchased 19 Rolls-Royce cars and 120 BMWs, at a cost of €15m.

Eswatini’s neighbours, including South Africa, have appealed for calm and condemned the use of violence against the 
protesters. “The South African government calls on the security forces to exercise total restraint and protect the lives and 
property of the people,” read a statement from the foreign ministry. “We are particularly concerned by reports of loss of life 
and destruction of properties.” The Southern African Development Community (SADC) also said that it will send a 
delegation to Eswatini to “encourage the kingdom to find a lasting solution,” according to Mokgweetsi Masisi, Botswana’s 
president and chairman of the SADC’s arm on politics, defence and security. Last week the US State Department 
upgraded its travel alert for Eswatini to warn US nationals against travel to the country, while non-essential diplomats and 
their families were encouraged to leave due to the deteriorating security situation.
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Kenya
6 June 2021: Dutch national killed in Mombasa
A Dutch national and a guard have been killed in the 
Kisauni area of Mombasa. Herman Rouwenhorst, 55, was 
found by police after his girlfriend sent out a distress signal 
near the Serena Beach Hotel. The woman, Riziki Cherono, 
was discovered with her hands strapped to the steering 
wheel of her car. Police are investigating the incident and 
no suspects have been arrested so far.

Namibia
7 June 2021: Police officer killed in Walvis Bay
An off-duty police officer has been stabbed to death in an 
attack in Walvis Bay. Asser Dominicus, who was stationed 
at the Kuisebmond police station, was walking along James 
Brown Street with his girlfriend when he was targeted by a 
group of five men. One person has been arrested in 
connection with the attack.

Nigeria
10 June 2021: Dozens kidnapped in Zamfara state
At least 60 people, mainly women and children, have been 
kidnapped in Zamfara state. Suspected bandits carried out 
the attack in Ruwan Tofa in the Maru local government area 
on Tuesday. “They came in and started shooting, and setting 
houses on fire. People started running for safety, and some 
of the women and children who couldn’t run were abducted 
by the gunmen,” a local resident told the Vanguard 
newspaper.

Somalia
15 June 2021: Suicide bomber kills 15 soldiers in 
Mogadishu
At least 15 soldiers have been killed and 10 others 
wounded in a suicide bomb attack in the capital, 
Mogadishu. The bomber, who posed as a military trainee, 
detonated the device at the General Dhegobadan Military 
Camp in the Wadajir district of the city. There was no 
immediate claim of responsibility for the attack.

Madagascar
16 June 2021: Students protest at University of Toliara
At least 18 students have been arrested following rioting 
at the University of Toliara. Hundreds of students gathered 
outside the university’s offices at Jardin de la Mer before 
police were deployed to disperse them. Officers fired tear 
gas and 21 people were wounded during the unrest. The 
students were protesting over scholarship payments.

Mozambique
21 June 2021: Police detained over Maputo kidnapping
Two police officers are among five people who have been 
arrested on kidnapping charges. The suspects are accused 
of abducting a 31-year-old businessman in Maputo last 
week. Kapil Rajas was taken to a house in the Mahotas 
district of the capital and his family was ordered to pay a 
$600k ransom. He was rescued in a police operation.

South Africa
24 June 2021: Eight killed in Gugulethu shooting spree
Eight people have been killed in a shooting spree in the 
Gugulethu area of Cape Town. Five people died after a 
traditional ceremony on Wednesday afternoon, while three 
others have since succumbed to their injuries. Police said 
the suspects fled in a vehicle after the incident. Western 
Cape have launched a major operation to track down the 
assailants.

DR Congo
27 June 2021: Two wounded in church bombing in Beni
At least two people have been wounded after a bomb 
exploded inside a church in the eastern city of Beni. The 
device exploded shortly before a confirmation ceremony 
was due to take place at the Roman Catholic church. “They 
were targeting a large crowd because the ceremony would 
bring together children, their parents and the faithful,” 
Beni’s vicar general Laurent Sondirya told the AFP. The 
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) is suspected of being 
behind the attack.

Burundi
27 June 2021: Fifteen killed in central Burundi attack
At least 15 people have been killed in an attack in central 
Burundi. Gunmen blocked a road in Muramvya province on 
Saturday night and then opened fire on vehicles. Two 
minibuses were also torched in the attack, which the 
interior ministry described as terrorism. No arrests have 
been made and investigations are ongoing.

Uganda
28 June 2021: Police officer arrested for killing teenage girl 
over curfew violation
A Ugandan police officer has been arrested for the killing of 
a 13-year-old girl. Esther Naula, a pupil at Namunasa 
Primary School in Mazimasa sub-county, was shot as she 
made her way home on Saturday at around 19:15 local 
time. A 21-year-old man was also shot and wounded by the 
officer, who was enforcing a 19:00 to 05:30 curfew. The 
Bukedi South police spokesperson, Mr Moses Mugwe, said 
investigations are ongoing.
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As Nicaragua faces upcoming presidential elections in November, President Daniel Ortega has been determined to 
undermine the opposition in a campaign of arbitrary arrests that has drawn the attention of Nicaraguans and the 
international community alike. Ortega has ordered the arrest of prominent political figures in the country such as Hugo 
Torres and Cristiana Chamorro. The former was one of the people who helped free Ortega from imprisonment in Cuba 
under the brutal dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza. The latter, according to a recent poll, is one of the country’s most 
popular figures, the daughter of Violeta Chamorro, who beat Daniel Ortega in the vote of 1990 and is seen as the 
country’s best bet to unite the opposition. She was arrested the day after she announced she would be running as a 
contender for the Citizens for Liberty Party. Arturo Cruz, another opposition politician, was arrested three days after his 
announcement. A few days later, Félix Maradiaga and Juan Sebastián Chamorro were also detained. Since late May, five 
presidential candidates have been arrested by state police. The list of apprehended Ortega-challengers also includes Dora 
María Tellez, the head of Nicaragua’s largest bank and a heroine of the revolution. All arrests, according to Ortega, carry 
accusations of conspiring with foreign interests against the sovereignty of Nicaragua. 

Analysts agree that Ortega and his vice-president wife, Rosaria Murillo’s main fear is losing in the upcoming November 
elections. Although Ortega still leads the Sandinista Party, he has been shifting away from the party’s socialist past and 
shifted towards nepotism and dynastic pretensions since 2007. Ortega also took control of the legislature, the judiciary 
branch and the electoral authority after forging an alliance with private businesses and the church, whilst maintaining 
loyalty amongst his supporters with social grants adding up to $500m a year. These grants, which were funded by ‘aid’ 
from Venezuela, caused civil uproar amongst Sandinistas and opponents alike. Pro-government groups (grupos de choque) 
also violently put down a small demonstration against reforms to the pension system in April 2018. Footage of the 
violence was shared on social media and outraged citizens joined anti-government rallies across the country. “The vast 
majority of Nicaraguans are focused on finding work and putting food on the table” said Mateo Jarquín, a Nicaraguan 
political scientist. “Most either fear or don’t prioritize opposition efforts”. 

As a result of the recent clamp down on opposition and institutional centralization, the US imposed sanctions against 31 
Nicaraguan public officials and orchestrated a condemnatory vote at the Organisation of American States (OEA) earlier this 
month. Analysts think the US will ramp up its efforts if the elections are to be a sham. But having survived the US-backed 
civil war in the 1980s “he (Ortega) probably thinks he can take whatever the US can throw at him” said Cynthia Arnson 
of the Wilson Centre. As Ortega plans to stay in power for a fifth term, he is heading into “the worst possible elections” 
according to Luis Almagro, the secretary-general of the OEA. 

In 2018, Ortega’s clamp down on anti-regime demonstrators left around 450 people dead and sent over 100,00 into exile, 
according to NGO reports. Ortega then used his political prisoners as leverage to ease international sanctions, a move 
analysts believe will be repeated this year. Moreover, the European Parliament is now calling for the suspension of an 
agreement governing around $380m in exports per year. By banning one of the two main political parties in the country, 
Ortega has forced rival politicians to overcome their differences and band together in the Citizens for Liberty Party, the 
country’s greatest hope against the undermining of their democracy.
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Brazil
8 June 2021: National Force deployed to Manaus in order 
to curb violence
The government of Brazil has announced that it dispatched 
an undisclosed amount of National Force personnel to 
Manaus, Amazonas in order to reinforce local law 
enforcement amid a wave of attacks by criminal groups in 
the area. The announcement comes after the Federal 
Minister of Justice of Brazil said the deployment was 
approved after a submitted request from the governor of 
Amazonas.

Haiti
9 June 2021: Eight police officers killed in targeted attacks 
on police stations
Authorities in Haiti reported that between 5-6 June, eight 
officers were killed in targeted attacks against police 
stations in Port-au-Prince, Drouillard, and Portail St Joseph. 
The attack in Drouillard killed one police officer, three 
officers were killed in Portail St Joseph, and four others 
at the main Port-au-Prince police station. Police say the 
country has become less secure with a substantial increase 
in gang violence.

Chile
16 June 2021: Man shot dead in Recoleta
A man has been shot dead in the Recoleta area of Santiago. 
The victim, who was shot twice in the legs, was found by 
local police. He was transported to the San Jose Hospital 
for treatment but medical staff were unable to save him. An 
investigation is underway and no arrests have been made 
so far.

Jamaica
18 June 2021: Two killed in separate Kingston shootings
Two people have been killed in separate shootings in 
Kingston this week. A woman identified as Laphane Bent 
was shot on Third Street in Trench Town on Tuesday 
morning, two days after 16-year-old student Rasheeda 
Hall was killed in the same area. Police investigations are 
ongoing.

Honduras 
18 June 2021: Five dead, thirty-nine injured after rival 
gangs clash in Morocelí prison
A shooting inside a prison in Morocelí, El Paraíso left five 
people dead and thirty-nine injured yesterday morning. The 
shooting took place in the prison facilities known as “La 
Tolva” at around 08:00 local time. The shooting reportedly 
ensued after a clash between rival gangs Mara Salvatrucha 
(MS-13) and Pandillas 18 escalated.

Venezuela
24 June 2021: NGO denounces killing of six indigenous 
locals in Apure
Fundaredes, the NGO that has been tracking the conflict 
between FARC dissidents and FANB troops in the state of 
Apure, denounced the killing of six local indigenous people 
in Oasis de Macanilla yesterday. The six indigenous people 
were killed after they reportedly tried to stop a truck 
carrying food.

USA
24 June 2021: Police officer and ‘Samaritan’ killed in Arvada
A police officer was shot dead in Olde Town Arvada, 
Colorado on Monday. A “Samaritan” who intervened was 
also killed in the incident, which occurred outside a 
shopping area. Arvada Police Chief Link Strate identified the 
victims as Officer Gordon Beesley and John Hurley. Strate 
called Hurley “a true hero who likely disrupted what could 
have been a larger loss of life.” Police named the 
shooting suspect as Ronald Troyke, 59, who was shot dead 
by officers at the scene.

Mexico
27 June 2021: Fifty missing during travel from Monterrey 
to Nuevo Laredo
At least 50 people are missing after travelling on the road 
from Monterrey to Nuevo Laredo. Six men have 
reappeared, reporting that they were beaten and had their 
vehicles stolen. The others remain missing, with six or more 
reported to be US citizens or residents, according to AP 
news. The local government of Nuevo Leon, the state in 
which Monterrey is located, failed to warn travellers of the 
dangers until 23 June, despite receiving earlier reports of 
missing travellers.

Colombia
27 June 2021: Government offers reward over attack on 
president’s helicopter
The Colombian government has offered a three billion 
pesos ($796k) reward for information about an attack on 
President Ivan Duque’s helicopter. The president was 
travelling near the Venezuelan border when his aircraft 
came under fire. No injuries were reported but the 
helicopter was damaged in the attack. “We are after those 
responsible. We will not give up until we capture them,” 
national police chief General Jorge Vargas. Two rifles were 
found in the Cucuta neighbourhood that police claim were 
used in the attack.
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Over the last few months, the Taliban has ramped up its operations across the country. The resurgence in insurgent activity 
comes after the US announced it would honour its commitment to withdraw all troops from Afghanistan, but on a delayed 
timeline – pushing the withdrawal date from May to September. The move was met with criticism from the Taliban, which 
claimed the US was violating the terms previously agreed for withdrawal; however, the US administration highlighted a 
perceived failure from the Taliban to uphold their end of the deal, which saw the group agree to reduce violence in 
Afghanistan. Subsequently, the Taliban have escalated efforts to seize control of contested areas in key parts of the 
country. 

Targeted areas include much of the northern provinces, including parts of the Baghlan, Kunduz, and Balkh provinces. It’s 
estimated that over the last two months, the Taliban have captured more than 50 of Afghanistan’s 370 districts – 
furthering claims the Taliban have failed to significantly reduce violence in line with the 2020 agreement. In response to 
the recent surge in fighting, top US military officials have warned of a heightened risk of a civil war breaking out in 
Afghanistan. A post-withdrawal picture of the country is seemingly becoming less stable, and the security situation 
continues to deteriorate. The UN has also expressed concerns over potentially “dire scenarios” as the Taliban continue to 
seize more districts. 

Heavy fighting has been reported in most provinces over the last few months, including Kandahar, Helmand, Nangarhar, 
Ghazni, Baghlan, Balkh, Faryab, Herat, and Kunduz. Recent attacks include an assault on Ghazni last week, which led to 
armed clashes with the Afghan security forces as insurgents used explosives to target a key highway linking the city to 
Kabul and the southern province of Kandahar. The Taliban has long held a strong presence in the Ghazni province; 
however, the recent attack on the provincial capital marks a significant escalation in clashes in the area. Intense fighting 
was reported near security checkpoints in the Shaikh Ajal and Ganj area, while key access routes for aid and other 
government resources were also targeted by insurgents. 

Elsewhere, more than 100 Afghan civilian casualties were recorded by local health authorities amid recent clashes in the 
Baghlan province. At least 85 civilian injuries and 21 deaths were reported – thought to be the result of renewed efforts 
by the Taliban to seize control of Pul-e-Khumri city. The number of areas under government control has been significantly 
reduced, with contested areas continuing to fall to the Taliban at an alarming rate as insurgents force government troops 
to retreat from district centres. At present, it’s believed the Afghan government can only claim total control over the capital 
province and some neighbouring districts.

The Taliban has made steady advances since foreign troops began to be pulled out from Afghanistan in early May, 
shifting the dynamics of power in the country in their favour and furthering fears of a potential governmental collapse. If 
the deterioration of the security situation in Afghanistan continues on its current trajectory, it’s speculated that the 
withdrawal of the US and allied troops could upset the balance of power in the country, damaging the peace process 
irreversibly. Observers suggest the increasing instability in the country risks the Afghan government collapsing by the end 
of the year – potentially resulting in a severe power vacuum which would leave the country vulnerable to a return of the 
Taliban regime.
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Azerbaijan
4 June 2021: Journalists among three killed in landmine 
blast
Two Azerbaijani journalists and a local official have been 
killed, while four others have been wounded, in a landmine 
explosion in the Kalbajar region. The blast came from an 
anti-tank mine which hit a truck at around 11:00 local time 
on Friday morning. Local official Arif Aliyev has been 
confirmed dead, while the two journalists have been 
identified as Maharram Ibrahimov and Siraj Abishov. 
Ibrahimov worked as a reporter for state news agency 
AzerTag while Abishov was a journalist with state-run AzTV 
news channel. The blast has come as tensions between 
Azerbaijan and neighbouring Armenia remain high in 
bordering regions, particularly in regard to unmapped land-
mines. 

Pakistan
7 June 2021: Passenger trains collide near Daharki
Two passenger trains have collided in a fatal crash killing at 
least 33 people and injuring more than 120 on 
Monday. The accident occurred during the early hours of 
the morning near Reti Railway Station in the north-eastern 
outskirts of Dakarki, in the Ghotki area of Sindh. According 
to reports, the collision happened after the Millat Express 
derailed and shifted onto the down-track, crashing 
head-on with the oncoming Sir Syed Express. Search and 
rescue efforts remain ongoing at the site of the crash, 
where it’s feared many passengers may still be trapped in 
amongst the wreckage.

Bangladesh
16 June 2021: Five police killed in Faridpur mob attack
Five police personnel have allegedly been killed and 
another five have also been injured after they were attacked 
by a mob in Faridpur, Dhaka. The attack reportedly 
happened overnight in the Pukhuria area of Faridpur district 
on Monday evening. Following the incident, police 
investigations into the attack have been launched, with at 
least 10 arrests made in connection with the mob attack. 
The suspects have been detained for questioning as 
investigations into the motive behind the attack continue.

Hong Kong
17 June 2021: Police launch large-scale raid against 
pro-democracy paper
A large-scale raid has been carried out by police on 
pro-democracy paper Apple Daily. The paper’s offices in 
Hong Kong were raided by some 500 police officers over 
alleged breaches of the national security law. The paper’s 
editor-in-chief and four executives were also detained at 

their homes. Approximately HK$18m ($2.3m; £1.64m) of 
assets owned by three companies linked to Apple Daily 
have also been frozen. The paper is known to be critical of 
the mainland Chinese government and is owned by Jimmy 
Lai - who is currently in jail on a string of charges after 
being arrested alongside nine others in a similar raid on 
Apple Daily last year. The incident has further fuelled 
concerns over the suppression of free speech and 
independent media in Hong Kong.

Pakistan
30 June 2021: Militants attack military post in North 
Waziristan
Suspected militants have allegedly launched an armed 
attack on a Pakistani military post in North Waziristan, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The attack reportedly took place on 
Wednesday in the Dwa Toi area, leaving at least two dead. 
Both fatalities have been identified as members of the 
Pakistani armed forces. The militants are believed to have 
hailed from neighbouring Afghanistan. No immediate claim 
of responsibility has been made for the attack by any group, 
including the Taliban.

Myanmar
30 June 2021: Dozens killed amid Chin clashes
Dozens of people have allegedly been killed amid recent 
clashes in the Chin state. The fighting reportedly broke out 
in the Hakha and Falam areas between members of the 
Chinland Defence Force (CDF) and military regime forces. 
The clashes occurred overnight on Tuesday. According to 
reports, 40 regime soldiers and four CDF members have 
been reported dead following the clashes. Local sources 
claim 20 soldiers were killed and two CDF members were 
injured in clashes in Hakha’s Bungzung area, while an 
additional 20 more soldiers and four CDF members were 
also killed, along with three CDF members who were 
injured, amid fighting in the Wai Bu La area of Falam.

Australia
30 June 2021: Covid-19 lockdown enforced in Alice Springs
Alice Springs in the Northern Territory has become 
Australia’s seventh city to enter a snap lockdown in 
response to climbing Covid-19 figures, joining Sydney, 
Brisbane, Perth, Darwin, Townsville, and the Gold Coast. 
The lockdowns now affect more than half the population 
- over 12 million people - in a bid to prevent the further 
spread of the highly contagious Delta variant. Stay-at-home 
orders are in effect. So far, cases of the Delta variant have 
been reported in five states and territories within a 
fortnight of it first emerging in Sydney.

www.securityexchange24.com 8



Hungary’s anti-LGBT law has sparked a political storm which has spread across Europe. Countries throughout the region 
have quickly found themselves either on one side of the debate, or the other, throwing Hungary’s EU membership into 
question for failing to comply with the bloc’s commitment to defend gay rights. Last month, EU leaders confronted 
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban over the controversial new law as they pressured Budapest to reconsider. French 
European Affairs junior minister Clement Beaune has stated he expects sanctions to be imposed on Hungary over the law, 
but that the country was unlikely to be kicked out of the EU. 

Meanwhile, others have likened Orban’s war on the LGBT community to a war on democracy. Hungary’s authoritarian 
turn has been driven by the ruling right-wing Fidesz party, which justifies its right-wing populist policies on the premise of 
defending traditional Christian values against a godless, globalist EU. As the only non-democratic government in the EU, 
Hungary has always been at odds with the liberal ideology of most member states. Orban’s mandate in Hungary is heavily 
reliant on support from the religious right through the demonisation of ‘sinful’ minority groups - particularly the LGBT 
community, which saw constitutional changes ban same-sex marriage in Hungary in 2012. The systematic undermining 
of LGBT rights in Hungary has enabled Orban’s government to hold on to power through persecutory means under the 
pretence of Christian values.

The new laws in Hungary aim to ban the dissemination and discussion of information around homosexuality and gender 
realignment to citizens under the age of 18. The phrasing of the laws is decisively broad in a way which has been 
calculated to exact maximum impact in clamping down on the LGBT community. Among other things, the laws prohibit any 
form of sex education in relation to LGBT sexuality, while television programmes airing content “popularising” LGBT 
identity must be restricted to 22:00 – 05:00 local time. Films and advertising representing same-sex couples, or 
transgender identities must not target an audience under the age of 18. Under these rules, popular family tv shows such 
as ‘Friends’ and ‘Modern Family’ would be either censored or banned, due to their depiction of same-sex couples. The 
nature of these laws is intentionally designed to make LGBT representation more difficult so as to effectively suppress and 
dehumanise homosexuality, without explicitly banning it.

Coinciding with Pride Month, the law has subsequently sparked protests both in and outside of Hungary. Large-scale 
protests against the legislation have seen thousands of people congregate outside parliament as lawmakers voted on the 
law last month. Activists and allies of the LGBT community have also joined demonstrations in Budapest, with Amnesty 
International also organising a protest against the ‘anti-gay’ law in recent weeks. Opposition to the law has spread rapidly, 
with the 2020 UEFA European Football Championship (aka the Euros) becoming an unlikely political catalyst for the debate 
over LGBT rights in Europe. During a Euros match between Germany and Hungary in Munich, football fans and spectators 
organised a rainbow-coloured protest in support of LGBT rights at the Allianz Arena last month. The pro-LGBT protest was 
organised after UEFA prevented the arena from being lit up in rainbow colours due to the political situation in Hungary. At 
the time, UEFA issued a statement reiterating that the body denied the request in line with its position as a “politically and 
religiously neutral organisation” but demonstrated support for the cause by adding a rainbow to its logo on Twitter as “a 
sign of firm commitment to a more diverse and inclusive society”. UEFA’s refusal to display the colours of the rainbow flag 
which has become synonymous with celebrating the LGBT community has prompted criticism from most Western 
governments and human rights activists, as well as LGBT communities, while the Hungarian government welcomed the 
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move, claiming “common sense prevailed”. By attempting to remain neutral, UEFA has subsequently triggered a surge in 
support for LGBT rights in the face of adversity. The captain of the Dutch football team, Gini Wijnaldum, recently made 
the news for wearing a rainbow armband during Denmark’s game against the Czech Republic in Budapest, Hungary. 
England captain Harry Kane also donned a rainbow armband in support of Pride Month in the Euros quarter-final against 
Germany at Wembley.

Elsewhere, a pro-LGBT rights protest was held outside the Hungarian embassy in Madrid, Spain – where the government 
recently approved a draft bill allowing anyone over the age of 14 to change gender legally without medical diagnosis or 
hormone therapy. The progressive so-called “self-ID” draft bill is in stark contrast with Hungary’s ‘anti-gay’ law and places 
Spain at the centre of the debate over LGBT rights in Europe.  Meanwhile, the US embassy in Warsaw, Poland, recently 
published a video condemning a recent slew of anti-LGBT comments on posts about equality on the embassy’s social 
media.

Thousands took part in the Equality Parade in Warsaw earlier in the month; however, swathes of towns and regions across 
Poland have declared themselves “LGBT-free” in recent years - reflecting deepening hostility towards the LGBT 
community. Earlier this year, the EU passed a resolution declaring itself an “LGBTIQ freedom zone” in response to 
rising discrimination in Poland, where same-sex relationships are not legally recognised, and the government has recently 
clamped down on gay people adopting as single parents. Reports also indicate the Polish government plans to introduce a 
law banning ‘LGBT propaganda’ in a move reminiscent of Russia’s 2013 ‘gay propaganda’ law, which was widely lambasted 
by human rights groups as textbook political homophobia.

LGBT rights are also threatened in the Czech Republic, where President Milos Zeman recently faced criticism after making 
anti-transgender comments. Zeman described transgender people as “disgusting” during a televised interview, claiming 
sex-change operations were a form of self-harm. The president also suggested that, if he were younger, he would be 
leading counter-demonstrations by heterosexuals in response to planned protest marches for Prague Pride – due to be 
held from 2 August. Meanwhile, populist Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Jansa has earned the moniker of Europe’s ‘mini 
Trump’ as he takes charge of the EU’s rotating presidency amid fears he could inflame the EU culture war over LGBT rights.

On the surface, there appears to be a clear geopolitical divide on gay rights between Western Europe and Eastern Europe; 
however, the issue is not so black-and-white. Anti-gay sentiment is by no means exclusive to Eastern Europe, with 
homophobia being a key rallying point for groups on both sides of the political spectrum throughout the continent. In Italy, 
the Vatican recently issued an unprecedented diplomatic protest to the Italian government over the so-called Zan bill, 
which would punish discrimination and incitement to violence against women, the LGBT community, and those with 
disabilities. It was argued by the Vatican that the bill curbed religious freedoms enshrined in the 1929 Lateran Treaty and 
could lead to religious censorship. Italy’s far-right Northern League also backed the Vatican in its opposition to the 
proposed bill. Italian PM Mario Draghi rebuffed the complaint, stating that safeguards had been built in to the draft bill 
to ensure religious freedoms. The Vatican has taken a more progressively liberal stance on homosexuality in recent years; 
however, same-sex relationships are still seen as a sin under Roman Catholic doctrine. 

In the UK, a by-election in the Batley and Spen area last month saw hard-left populist candidate George Galloway 
campaign against LGBTIQ-inclusive education for children using arguments typically associated with the religious-right. In 
contrast, Bulgaria saw a record 10,000 people take part in the 14th edition of Sofia Pride in early June, marking the first 
time the event has recorded no outbreaks of violence with counter protesters – a small milestone victory for gay rights 
activists.

The geopolitical context of the gay rights movement across Europe is complex and is likely to remain so for years to come; 
however, small victories - such as a decrease in violent counter protests or football fans uniting with gay rights activists for 
Pride Month – help hinder the spread of homophobia and discriminatory laws. Worldwide, at least 69 countries continue 
to persecute LGBT communities, making it illegal to be homosexual or transgender. The UN has categorically criticised and 
condemned such laws, claiming they have no justification under international human rights law.
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Greece
7 June 2021: Corfu resort shooting kills two
Two people have been shot dead near a hotel resort on 
the island of Corfu. The shooting occurred on Sunday at 
the coastal resort of Dassia and has been confirmed by 
police. A manhunt was apparently launched following the 
incident; however, reports later indicated the suspect had 
killed himself. The suspect has allegedly been identified as 
local 60-year-old male. It’s believed the suspect opened fire 
on his neighbours, a local man and woman, over a private 
dispute. No casualties have been reported amongst hotel 
guests.

UK
11 June 2021: One killed in London stabbing
One person has been confirmed dead following a fatal 
stabbing incident which occurred in London. The incident 
reportedly occurred on Thursday afternoon at around 16:14 
local time on Prentis Road in the Streatham area. Police 
were called out to respond to the scene, where the victim 
was confirmed dead. No arrests have been made so far as 
investigations get underway. The stabbing came just hours 
after two others were also injured in two separate stabbings 
in the Clapham and Harrow areas of London. The attacks 
are not thought to be connected.

Spain
13 June 2021: Thousands protest Catalan pardons
Tens of thousands of people have gathered in the capital 
city of Madrid to protest against controversial plans to 
pardon 12 jailed Catalan separatists responsible for the 
2017 failed independence attempt. Ring-ring leaders joined 
the demonstration against the pardons, which the Spanish 
government claims will help ease tensions over Catalonia, 
although protesters have accused the government of using 
the pardons to shore up political support in the region.

France
14 June 2021: Women’s rights protest held nationwide
Women’s rights protests have been staged across the 
country to call for gender equality. Demonstrations have 
been taking place on Monday 14 June, with protesters 
scheduled to congregate at various times throughout the 
day in the following places: Basel, Bellinzona, Bern, Biel, 
Delemont, Fribourg, Geneva, Grenchen, La 
Chaux-de-Fonds, Langenthal, Lausaane, Lucerne, 
Neuchatel, Solothurn, Thun, Winterthur, and Zurich. 

Germany
16 June 2021: Sixty police wounded in Berlin squat riot 
At least sixty German police officers were injured in riots at 
a building occupied by squatters in Berlin. Officers were 
dispatched to 94 Rigaer Strasse after a court granted 
officials permission to carry out a fire inspection. Residents 
started throwing stones from the roof of the building before 
fires were started in the street outside. Those who burn 
car tires are not fighting for left-wing open spaces, but are 
harassing their own neighbourhood,” said Berlin’s Interior 
Minister Andreas Geisel.

Czech Republic
24 June 2021: Tornado injures dozens in south-east
At least 150 people have been injured after a tornado 
swept through the south-eastern Czech Republic. The 
storm damaged buildings in the Breclav and Hodonin 
districts on Thursday.  Czech Interior Minister Jan Hamacek 
described the situation as “very serious” and said a state 
of emergency had been declared. Rescue teams have also 
been deployed from Austria and Slovakia to assist local 
workers.

Italy
25 June 2021:  Man armed with knives arrested over 
threats in Vatican City
A man carrying knives has been arrested near St Peter’s 
Basilica in Vatican City. The 46-year-old French national 
was threatening to kill passers-by when he was detained. 
The man is reportedly being psychologically evaluated while 
cops determine his motives for the incident.

France
28 June 2021: Man stabbed to death near Quimper
A 20-year-old man was stabbed to death near the city of 
Quimper in Brittany on Sunday. The victim was killed during 
a brawl in Plomelin which also left a 19-year-old with minor 
injuries. The prosecutor of Quimper, Carine Halley, said 
investigations were underway to determine what sparked 
the fight and to identify the people involved.

Russia
29 June 2021: Highest daily Covid-19 death toll recorded 
A record-high increase to Russia’s Covid-19 death toll has 
been reported. Over the last 24 hours, the nationwide 
death toll has risen by 652 - the highest single-day jump 
since the pandemic began - bringing the total number of 
confirmed coronavirus fatalities to 134,545. Meanwhile, an 
additional 20,616 new cases of infection have also been 
recorded, raising the overall case tally to almost 5.5 million.
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New restrictions have been imposed in several parts of Tunisia in response to a sharp rise in Covid-19 cases. At the end 
of June, a 20:00 to 05:00 curfew was enforced in Tataouine, while public and private gatherings were banned and travel 
in and out of the area was restricted. Similar measures followed in the Greater Tunis region, including the governorates of 
Tunis, Ariana, Ben Arous and La Manouba. Health officials recorded the highest number of daily Covid deaths (116) and 
the highest number of cases (5,921) on 30 June. The country’s health system is struggling to cope with this ‘fourth wave’ 
of infections, which have been blamed on the Delta variant of Covid-19 first identified in India.

So far less that two million people, out of a total population of 12 million, have received a Covid-19 vaccine, with just over 
half a million of these receiving two doses. The government has complained about a lack of supplies and requested 
additional doses from international schemes and foreign donors. France committed to delivering just over 300,000 
doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine last month and the Tunisian government also recently announced a donation of 500,000 
vaccines from the US, but this is well below the amount required. Over the weekend, Director General of Public Health 
Structures at the Ministry of Health, Dr Nofal Al-Samrani, said a number of patients infected with Covid-19 had to be 
transported to hospitals outside of the Greater Tunis region because of a lack of available beds. He said that two field 
hospitals are being built in Ben Arous and Manouba but warned that unless there is a prompt break in the cycle of 
infections, the health system would collapse.

Even before the latest lockdown restrictions were introduced, Tunisia’s Central Bank warned that the country is facing its 
most difficult ever economic situation. Governor of the Central Bank of Tunisia Marwan Al-Abbasi made the remarks in 
a briefing to parliament following discussions with the IMF. “The economic situation could not be more difficult than it is 
now,” said Al-Abbasi in late-May. Earlier this year the Moody’s rating agency downgraded Tunisia’s credit standing from B2 
to B3 and in 2020 the economy shrank by 8.8 percent. Last week the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) forecast that the Tunisian economy would grow by 2.7 percent of GDP this year, down from 3.9 
percent in its earlier forecast. Even the current predictions are dependent on the vaccine rollout, increased activity in the 
tourism sector and economic reforms.

Public anger remains high in Tunisia, evident during more than a week of protests in the capital last month. Rallies in the 
Sidi Hassine and Sejoumi districts of the city, which were held in response to the death of a 32-year-old man in police 
custody, quickly spread across the city. Tunisia’s president, Kais Saied, said there had been “isolated incidents” and the 
interior ministry said any violations perpetrated by individual officers would be punished, although his comments were 
derided by the protesters who said police brutality was systemic. “Even if they kill someone, they will just be appointed 
elsewhere,” a 25-year-old man told reporters. “We will not stop fighting until we get our rights.”

MENA
TUNISIA: New restrictions imposed as Covid-19 cases soar
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Yemen
6 June 2021: Seventeen killed by Houthi missile strike in 
Marib
At least 17 people have been killed in a Houthi missile 
attack on Marib’s Rawdha neighbourhood. The attack 
comes ahead of the arrival of an Omani delegation 
mediating peace talks between the Yemeni government and 
Houthi rebels. There has been no immediate comment from 
the Houthis. 

Bahrain
10 June 2021: Hundreds protest over death of prisoner
Hundreds of protesters marched through the village of Diah 
following the death of a prisoner from Covid-19. The 
protesters said they held King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
responsible for Husain Barakat’s death. The interior ministry 
said he had been on a respirator and died in hospital. There 
have been more than 254,000 reported cases of 
coronavirus and 1,171 deaths in Bahrain.

Sudan
15 June 2021: Humanitarian workers briefly kidnapped in 
East Darfur
Several humanitarian workers were briefly kidnapped in 
East Darfur on Monday. The group were travelling in a 
white Toyota Land Cruiser in the al-Firdaws area when they 
were intercepted by gunmen. The workers had phones and 
personal belongings stolen before they were released and 
allowed to travel to Ed Daein.

Saudi Arabia
15 June 2021: Rights group condemn execution of man 
over protest charges
Rights groups have condemned the execution of a man 
over protest-related offences. Mustafa Hashem al-Darwish 
was detained in May 2015, and activists said many of the 
offences were committed while he was under the age of 18. 
“The execution of Mustafa al-Darwish once again shows 
that the Kingdom’s claim to have eliminated capital 
punishment for childhood crimes is not true,” anti-death 
penalty and human rights group Reprieve said in a 
statement.

Oman
15 June 2021: Black fungus detected in three Covid 
patients
Three cases of mucormycosis - known as “black fungus” - 
have been detected in patients with Covid-19. The 
infection has previously spread throughout Covid patients 
in India but these are the first recorded cases in Oman. The 
news comes as the main Covid-19 field hospital in Muscat 

surpassed 90 percent occupancy and its intensive care beds 
are now completely full, according to the state-run Omani 
News Agency.

Egypt
18 June 2021: One killed in Assiut shooting
One person has been killed and two others wounded in a 
shooting in Assiut governorate. The incident was sparked 
by a dispute between two families over the irrigation of 
agricultural land. Police were dispatched to restore order at 
the Arab Bridge in the Abnoub area.

Iran
21 June 2021: Iran’s nuclear power plant goes offline
Iran’s sole nuclear power plant went offline on Saturday, 
according to state TV. An official from state electric 
company Tavanir, Gholamali Rakhshanimehr, said the 
shutdown would last for three to four days. The issue was 
caused by a “predicted rise in temperature” and “limitations 
in power generation due to ongoing repairs at [the] Bushehr 
plant,” said Tavanir in a statement. The plant is fuelled by 
uranium produced in Russia, not Iran, and is monitored by 
the United Nations’ International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA).

Iraq
26 June 2021: Explosive drones hit near Erbil
Three explosives drones have hit in the vicinity of Erbil, 
Iraqi Kurdish officials said Saturday. The attack came as the 
Hashed al-Shaabi, a pro-Iran paramilitary alliance, held a 
military parade near Baghdad attended by senior officials. 
The Kurdish Anti-Terror Unit said two drones struck a 
house, causing damage, while the payload on the third did 
not detonate. The US Consulate in Erbil condemned the 
attack, describing it as a violation of Iraqi sovereignty.

Lebanon
28 June 2021: Riots over worsening economy results in 
clash between protesters and soldiers
Lebanese troops have been deployed in Tripoli to protect 
state institutions after protests erupted on Saturday night. 
Sporadic protests and road closures were also reported 
in Beirut. Demonstrators took to the streets denouncing 
difficult living conditions, inflation and the dramatic fall of 
the local currency. In Tripoli, protesters managed to break 
through the gates of a branch of Lebanon’s central bank, 
but the army stopped them before they could enter the 
building. Five protesters and two Lebanese soldiers were 
injured in the clashes.
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