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Last month South Africa was rocked by over a week of violent looting and rioting, sparked by the jailing of former 
President Jacob Zuma on contempt of court charges. His supporters took to the streets in his home province of 
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) after the Pietermaritzburg High Court sentenced him to 15 months in prison. Incidents of robbery, 
public violence and damage to property were reported within hours of the sentencing; the unrest quickly escalated and 
resulted in hundreds of shops and other businesses being targeted by looters. The violence also spread to Gauteng 
province, which includes South Africa’s largest city Johannesburg and its administrative capital, Pretoria. The government 
eventually responded by deploying 25,000 members of the South African National Defence Force (SANDF) to assist the 
South African Police Service (SAPS) to restore order in the affected areas, which they achieved in a matter of days. While 
the clear-up operation is underway, the social, political and economic ramifications of the unrest will likely be felt for years.

“It is quite clear that all these incidents of unrest and looting were instigated, there were people who planned it and 
coordinated it,” said President Cyril Ramaphosa in the wake of the unrest. The identity of the alleged plotters has not yet 
been revealed, but a number of people have been arrested, including members of the ruling African National Congress 
(ANC) party such as West Rand councillor Clarence Tabane. The ANC has been blighted by factionalism for years, and 
there are clearly still a number of people in the party who are loyal to Zuma. Before the rioting, the party’s 
secretary-general Ace Magashule, one of Ramaphosa’s main political rivals, was suspended over corruption charges when 
he was premier of the Free State province. Public support for the party has been falling gradually for years; in the 2016 
municipal elections support for the ANC fell below 60 percent for the first time since the end of apartheid. However, while 
the party has become increasingly divided, and the population more disillusioned, there are no real challenges from the 
opposition. The Democratic Alliance (DA) is perceived as too white in many parts of the country, particularly among the 
majority-black electorate, while the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) are too radical to usurp the ANC.

The economic impact of the rioting is staggering. In KZN the estimated cost to the province’s gross domestic product is 
$1.4bn, while the total cost to the country could be as high as $3.5bn. South Africa’s economy was already in dire straits 
after years of mismanagement, specifically during the years of Zuma’s corrupt presidency. Blackouts are a feature of daily 
life; the state power utility Eskom is struggling to manage $28m debt and a power network that has been neglected for 
years. The company regularly uses rolling blackouts, or ‘load shedding,’ when demand outweighs capacity.  Then came 
the global Covid-19 pandemic and government-imposed lockdowns. At the start of 2021 the unemployment rate was 
33 percent, among the highest in the world, and does not include people who have given up looking for work. Whatever, 
or whoever, was behind the violence, the majority of those who took part in the looting were poor, black South Africans. 
There is growing frustration that the country’s historical racialised inequalities remain in place; in 2019 the World Bank 
deemed South Africa as the most unequal in the world. Last month that frustration exploded, and the recent damage to 
the economy will be felt most sharply by those at the bottom of society, creating yet more poverty and desperation.
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Somalia
10 July 2021: Police chief survives suicide bombing, 
several killed
At least four people have been killed and nine wounded in a 
suicide bombing targeting Mogadishu police commissioner 
Farhan Mohamud, who survived the attack, according to 
Somali officials. Al-Shabaab has claimed responsibility for 
the attack. All of the dead were the police commissioner’s 
bodyguards.

South Sudan
13 July 2021: Dozens killed in Warrap state clashes
Dozens of people have been killed in inter-communal 
clashes in Warrap state. The fighting took place in the 
village of Marial in the Greater Tonj area between the Lou 
Paher and Luanyjang communities. “Today, they resumed 
fighting, but I haven’t got full information. The fighting is 
between Tonj East and Tonj North counties,” Ring Deng, 
the state minister of information for Warrap state, told local 
media.

South Africa
13 July 2021: ANC councillor shot dead in Cape Town
A councillor for the African National Congress (ANC) has 
been shot dead in Cape Town. Nokuthula Bolitye was 
targeted outside her home in the Crossroads area on 
Monday. “We condemn this barbaric and cowardly act, and 
we call on the law enforcement agencies to work tirelessly 
to apprehend those responsible and bring them to justice,” 
said Vuyiso JJ Tyhalisisu, secretary for the ANC Dullah Omar 
Region. Bolitye survived a previous attack in 2020.

Cameroon
14 July 2021: Two gendarmes beheaded in North-West 
region
Two gendarmes have been beheaded in an attack in the 
North-West region of Cameroon. Suspected separatists 
targeted a checkpoint in the town of Babadjou early on 
Wednesday morning. Gisèle Tsangue, the mayor of 
Babadjou, said a third gendarme was missing following the 
attack.

Ethiopia
19 July 2021: Tigray forces launch attacks in Afar region
Forces from the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) 
have launched an offensive in the neighbouring Afar region. 
Troops crossed into Afar on Saturday, leading to clashes 
with rival forces. Afar spokesman Ahmed Koloyta said
federal forces had been deployed to assist in 
counter-offensive operations. Getachew Reda, a spokesman 
for the Tigrayan forces, told Reuters: “We are not 

interested in any territorial gains in Afar, we are more 
interested in degrading enemy fighting capabilities.”

Mali
20 July 2021: Army destroys militant base during 
operations
The Burkina Faso army says it has destroyed a militant base 
during operations in the Toulfé and Tougbrebouli forests. 
Dozens of militants were reportedly killed during the 
offensive, which took place last week, while three soldiers 
were killed and eight others wounded. The army said that 
there have also been increased patrols in the Kabore Tambi 
National Park in the east of the country.

Cameroon
20 July 2021: Interim president targeted in knife attack at 
the Grand Mosque, Bamako
Mali’s interim President Assimi Goita has been targeted in a 
knife attack at the Grand Mosque in Bamako. Two 
assailants, one armed with a knife, carried out the attack 
during Eid al-Adha prayers on Tuesday morning. The 
president was escorted from the scene and there was no 
initial confirmation as to whether he sustained any injuries.

Madagascar
22 July 2021: President Rajoelina survives assassination 
attempt
Madagascan officials say they have foiled an assassination 
attempt on President Andry Rajoelina. Two French nationals 
have been detained along with several Malagasy suspects, 
according to the prosecutor general’s office.

DR Congo
26 July 2021: Police fire tear gas at student protesters, 
Kinshasa
Police have fired tear gas at student protesters outside the 
University of Kinshasa. The group had gathered to voice 
their anger at the death of another student, Honore Shama. 
The protesters claim Shama was shot dead by a police 
officer after he was accosted for not wearing a mask. 
“Despite his (Shama’s) explanations and after having shown 
him a mask, the policeman, who was expecting to be 
offered money, became infuriated, accused him of resisting 
and shot him at point-blank range,” a student told the AFP. 
The officer has reportedly fled the capital and is on the run.
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The Cuban police force, and two of its leaders specifically, were hit by sanctions imposed by the US government last 
Friday. The sanctions come as a response to the Cuban government’s violent clampdown on protesters in recent weeks. 
The US Treasury Department said the sanctions were “necessary actions in order to suppress peaceful, pro-democratic 
protests in Cuba that began on 11 July”, and US President Joe Biden promised “more actions” were coming “unless there’s 
some drastic change in Cuba, which I don’t anticipate”. The aforementioned sanctions targeted two Cuban police force 
leaders along with the Cuban interior ministry’s national police force. 

The measures come after President Miguel Díaz-Canel issued “a call to combat” after he was surprised by the scope and 
scale of the civilian demonstrations on 11 July. Cubans gave some credit to the president after he employed a more 
conciliatory tone the day after the protests, acknowledging the distress of many Cuban families suffering from the 
economic crisis fueled by the Covid-19 pandemic, which has badly hit the key tourism sector and left thousands of Cubans 
unemployed. He also promised that investigations and detentions were being conducted lawfully, a claim most political 
analysts are sceptical of.  

The civil unrest which erupted last month was a deliberate reaction to Cuba’s worst economic crisis since the fall of the 
Soviet Union, and a record surge in cases of Covid-19 in July. Thousands of demonstrators took to the streets in order 
to protest against the country’s food shortages, curbs on civil liberties and the government’s handling of the Covid-19 
pandemic. The government reportedly responded by shutting down internet services, violently suppressing protesters and 
arresting more than 800 people. Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel has publicly blamed the unrest on the US 
government, citing the tightening of its decades-old trade embargo on the island nation recently and “orchestrating social 
media campaigns manipulating the protesters”. The US Treasury then justified its sanctions on Cuba’s defence and interior 
ministries following allegations of human rights abuses in the crackdown on protesters, which saw hundreds of activists, 
journalists and opposition politicians arrested. Additionally, hundreds of Cubans have filed claims over the arrests of their 
relatives “arbitrarily” and further angered by the fact that they cannot communicate with them.

According to NGO reports, around 700 people are currently being held by the Cuban government following the protests 
and have been put on trial without the presence of defence lawyers or have yet to be charged with any crimes. John 
Suarez, the executive director of the Center for a Free Cuba said: “President Biden needs a well-thought-out Cuban policy, 
if the regime collapses on his watch, it could be game changer” before criticizing the US president’s response as “passive 
and loose”. 

According to US government officials, US President Joe Biden called on the Treasury and State Departments to work on a 
plan to allow remittance payments from the US to Cuba, which would prevent the Cuban government from profiting. 
The ongoing unrest is unlikely to continue at the same scale as 11 July, but President Díaz-Canel now faces some tough 
choices; whether he wants to continue with the strict response to opposition and criticism of his predecessors or if he 
wants to take Cuba down a more transparent and possibly embargo-free road. 

AMERICAS
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Venezuela
11 July 2021: Dozens killed in clashes between police and 
criminals
At least 26 have been killed and 38 injued in clashes 
between the Bolivarian National Police (PNB) and a gang in 
north-western Caracas, Venezuelan Interior Minister 
Carmen Melendez said. Melendez said 10 officers were 
injured in the clashes and that 22 ‘criminals’ died. She said 
some 28 ‘civilian’ non-combatants were injured and that 
‘some’ died, without providing further details. The clashes 
are reportedly a response to gang efforts to expand beyond 
the Cota 905 barrio. 

Guatemala 
12 July 2021: Four killed, two injured in Guatemala City 
nightclub shooting
Four people were killed and two others were injured after 
an armed attack at a nightclub in Guatemala City on 
Saturday. The attack took place on the corner of 15th Ave 
and 9A St in Zone 6 of Guatemala City. Police found the 
weapons used in the attack dumped near the incident 
and said the attack was targeted against a group of liberal 
activists.

Mexcio
19 July 2021: Thirty people killed over two-day span in 
Zacatecas
State authorities in Zacatecas reported that 30 people were 
killed during violent incidents between 16-17 July in the 
area. The incidents took place in Fresnillo, Guadalupe, Jerez, 
Pozo de Gamboa, San Antonio del Cipres, Panuco, 
Valparaíso and Zacatecas city. According to the statement, a 
clash in Panuco between police and the Gulf Cartel was the 
most violent, with a death toll of 11, including families that 
were trying to flee the conflict scene.

Puerto Rico
21 July 2021: Three people shot and killed in Fajardo
Three people were shot and killed in Fajardo yesterday 
evening. Two people were killed on Jorge Bird St in the 
Obrera neighbourhood at around 17:30 local time. 
According to police reports, the victims were shot at whilst 
riding their car, which they crashed into another car. 

Haiti
23 July 2021: Violent protests erupt in Cap-Haitien and 
Dondon before funeral of late President Moise
Violent protests were staged yesterday by sympathizers of 
Jovenel Moise in Cap-Haitian and Dondon. The 
demonstrators allegedly tried to set fire to a restaurant 
located on Blvd du Cap-Haitien and blocked the bridge 

connecting Cap-Haitien and Dondon with the rest of the 
country. According to police reports, the protesters fired 
guns during their blockade. The area currently hosts 
heightened security measures due to the funeral of 
President Moise, which is being held today.

Brazil
25 July 2021: Large anti-Bolsonaro rallies continue across 
Brazil
Thousands of people joined fresh protests against President 
Jair Bolsonaro’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Rallies were reported in at least 120 cities across the 
country on Saturday, including in Rio de Janeiro and Sao 
Paulo. This was the fifth nationwide protest against 
Bolsonaro this year. There have been almost 550,000 
deaths since the start of the pandemic, along with 19.6m 
cases.

Honduras
26 July 2021: Former Congresswoman killed, another 
injured after targeted attack in Tegucigalpa
A group of armed men reportedly killed Carolina Echeverría, 
a former Congresswoman, and wounded another following 
a robbery attempt in Tegucigalpa yesterday evening. The 
former Congresswoman was shot at her home in the Lomas 
del Mayab neighbourhood at around 19:00 local time. 
According to police, they arrived after the perpetrators had 
fled and no arrests have been reported.

US
27 July 2021: Six injured, one critically following shooting in 
Detroit
A shooting in Detroit, Michigan left six people injured, two 
of them critically, yesterday evening. The incident took 
place at the intersection of McNichols and Asbury Park at 
around 22:00 local time. According to reports, the suspects 
drove up to a vigil and opened fire on the crowd. Detroit 
Police Chief, James E. White, issued a lookout for a green 
Camaro and a black Yukon. 

Jamaica
29 July 2021: Criminal gang dispute escalates as they torch 
house and clash with police
Authorities reported that a group of armed men broke into 
a home and set it ablaze in Kingston yesterday morning. 
The incident took place on 4 East Ave in Kingston Gardens 
at around 03:00 local time. According to police, the armed 
group got into a shootout with officers before they fled 
the scene. The incident comes as a dispute between the 
‘Genasyde’ and ‘Darksyde’ gangs recently escalated. No 
arrests have been reported.

www.securityexchange24.com 6



Many health experts in Bangladesh fear a Covid-19 catastrophe is brewing in the South Asian country after the 
government lifted strict lockdown measures for Eid during a major surge in coronavirus cases. Dhaka authorised the 
week-long suspension of the country’s strict lockdown from 15-22 July, in a move which has attracted widespread 
criticism for driving a new spike in cases after triggering a mass exodus of people out of the capital. Health officials have 
already warned that steep increases in cases observed in the days since the lockdown came back into effect are indicative 
of a nationwide surge in figures. Indeed, record single-day jumps in Covid-19 figures have been reported in Bangladesh 
throughout the last week of July. It’s feared that, due to the lockdown suspension, the worst period of the pandemic in 
Bangladesh will now be drawn out – risking overwhelming the country’s healthcare system. 

Tens of thousands of people seized the opportunity to travel out of big cities to return to home villages, with many people 
choosing to use crowded public transport systems to travel during the Eid holidays. Multiple reports have since emerged 
of public transport systems raising prices tenfold during the suspension of lockdown measures, whilst blatantly ignoring 
social distancing measures. The government had allowed bus companies to raise fares by 60 percent to keep buses at 50 
percent capacity to enable social distancing measures to be observed adequately; however, to get a seat with social 
distancing, many passengers were being asked to pay four times the increased price – effectively an increase of 640 
percent on the usual price. Passengers have reported panicked scenes of long queues and jostling crowds with no 
social-distancing and few wearing masks at public transport terminals as hundreds of thousands rushed to return to the 
cities before lockdown measures came back into effect. By suspending the lockdown amid the country’s worst wave of 
Covid-19, the government created the perfect storm for these high-risk situations to occur, further enabling the mass 
spread of the virus. The highly transmissible Delta variant, along with weak enforcement of lockdown rules and a delay in 
mass vaccination, have also further worsened the situation in Bangladesh, where health experts forecast daily cases are 
now on course to surpass 20,000 a day in the first week of August.

The epicentres of transmission in Bangladesh have mostly been cities; however, the Delta variant has now spread out to 
rural areas, where lockdown measures are not as strictly enforced. “When the restriction was relaxed, a lot of people went 
out of their homes. They were all over the place, including the shopping malls, cattle markets, offices, mass transports, 
and eventually travelled from Dhaka to the villages,” said Dr Mohammad Shahidullah, chairman of Bangladesh’s National 
Technical Advisory Committee (NTAC). Due to law enforcement agencies’ lack of ability to enforce lockdown rules, health 
officials have called on communities to take it upon themselves to monitor public movement within their neighbourhoods. 
The free mixing of people not adhering to health precautions has meant the Delta variant has spread to these areas where 
enforcing restrictions on social movement is much harder – the impact of which will be seen in the coming weeks. 

Prior to the Eid suspension, Bangladesh’s outbreak data indicated its surge in cases was due to hit its peak and that daily 
cases would begin declining by the end of July. While infections and deaths were falling in the third week of July, it’s 
speculated this was likely due to fewer tests being carried out during Eid, and the following week saw the curve begin 
to rise again. Lockdown measures are currently set to remain in place across Bangladesh until 5 August, unless another 
extension is issued. Union-member vaccinations are due to launch on 7 August, with citizens over the age of 50 to receive 
priority.

ASIA
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Philippines
4 July 2021: Military transport aircraft crashes in Jolo
A military transport plane carrying at least 85 people has 
crashed while trying to land in Jolo, Sulu province. The 
C130 Hercules overshot the runway in Patikul at 11:30 
local time. More than 40 people have been rescued from 
the wreckage and 17 people have been confirmed dead 
so far. The plane was transporting troops from Cagayan de 
Oro in Mindanao at the time of the accident.

Myanmar
6 July 2021: Kawlin clashes leave 22 dead
Recent fighting in the Kawlin area of Sagaing have 
reportedly left as many as 22 people dead. Among the 
deceased include 20 military regime soldiers and two 
members of a People’s Defence Force (PDF). The two sides 
engaged in armed clashes during a confrontation along 
the Kawlin-Shwebo Road near the village of Kokkogone on 
Monday. No other casualties have been reported following 
the incident.

Tajikistan-Afghanistan
15 July 2021: Hundreds flee to Tajikistan from Afghanistan 
clashes
Hundreds of Afghans have allegedly fled to neighbouring 
Tajikistan to escape heavy fighting as Taliban insurgents 
continue to advance on contested territory across the 
northern region. According to reports, Tajik border guard 
claim some 300 refugees have fled from the Taliban, 
including more than 170 children. So far, the refugees 
have been allowed to enter Tajikistan, where they are being 
accommodated in two sites based in the mountainous 
Murghab region.

Pakistan
19 July 2021: Dozens killed in Punjab bus crash
Dozens have been killed and wounded in a recent bus crash 
which occurred in the Dera Ghazi Khan area of Punjab on 
Monday. The collision reportedly happened along the Indus 
Highway near Jhok Yar Shah, where the bus had been en 
route from Sialkot to Rajanpur. It’s understood the 
passenger bus collided with a trailer - leaving at least 29 
dead and 41 others injured. An investigation into the cause 
of the accident has been launched and remains ongoing.

China
22 July 2021: Central China floods death toll rises to 33
The death toll for major floods in central China has now 
risen to 33 confirmed fatalities, as clean-up efforts get 
underway. The floods have been caused by 
unprecedented heavy rainfall. The city of Zhengzhou has 

been the worst-affected, while surrounding areas have also 
been badly hit. At least 12 people died and another five 
were injured after floodwater submerged a subway station 
on Tuesday, trapping commuters in a train carriage. In the 
wider province of Henan, at least 25 deaths have been 
reported and more than 200,000 people have been 
evacuated.

India
23 July 2021: Landslides in western India kill dozens
Landslides triggered by heavy rainfall in western India have 
reportedly killed dozens. At least 36 people have died amid 
the landslides, while around 1,000 others have also become 
trapped by flash floods as monsoon rains hit Maharashtra. 
Three landslides have occurred in the Raigad district in the 
last 24 hours, trapping dozens of people as search and 
rescue efforts continue to look for survivors. Floodwaters 
have begun to reside in some areas, making rescue efforts 
easier.

Afghanistan
26 July 2021: Over 40 killed in Ghazni Taliban attack
Reports have emerged of over 40 people having been killed 
by the Taliban in an attack in the province of Ghazni. 
Residents of Ghazni’s Malistan district claim Taliban 
insurgents shot and killed 43 civilians and security force 
personnel during an attack on the district earlier this month. 
Similar reports have emerged from else well as well, lending 
credibility to the as-of-yet unverified claims. It’s alleged the 
insurgents committed war crimes by killing civilians who 
weren’t involved in the fighting. The Taliban has 
rejected the claims, despite figures indicating thousands 
being displaced from the district over the last 10 days - 
when the attack is alleged to have occurred.

Australia
28 July 2021: Sydney extends lockdown
Sydney’s Covid-19 lockdown has been extended by another 
month. The extension comes in response to rising cases 
as 177 new cases were reported across the wider state of 
New South Wales on Wednesday - the highest single-day 
rise in figures since March 2020. The city has been under 
stay-at-home orders since late June due to an outbreak of 
the highly transmissible Delta variant and was due to exit 
the lockdown on Friday 30 July but will now see measures 
remain in place for an additional month. Further curbs on 
movement have also been announced, including a 10km 
limit on essential shopping.
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Hundreds have died in recent weeks amid severe flooding across parts of Western Europe. The ongoing floods began 
mid-July and have affected a total of 12 European countries, causing widespread damage. Among the worst-hit 
countries include Germany and Belgium, where a collective 218 deaths have been reported. Austria, Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Croatia, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Romania, Switzerland, and the UK have all been 
affected by floods in recent weeks. So far, a total of 221 fatalities have been reported across Europe, while around 166 
others still remain missing. Widespread infrastructural damage and agricultural devastation has been caused across 
flood-hit areas. Power outages have been widespread, while masses have been evacuated from high-risk areas and 
drinking water supplies have also been impacted. So far, estimated property damage is thought to cost up to €2.55bn, with 
total damage costs expected to be much higher.

Heavy rain first hit parts of the UK, western Germany, and neighbouring parts of Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, 
and Switzerland between 12 and 16 July. Rainfall was heaviest in the North Rhine-Westphalia and Rhineland-Palatinate 
areas of Germany, where more than a month’s worth of rain fell within 24 hours. Germany has recorded at least 177 
confirmed deaths and 155 missing persons – making the floods the deadliest natural disaster in Germany since the 1962 
North Sea flood, which killed more than 300 people. More than 15,000 emergency service and security personnel were 
dispatched across flood-hit regions to help search and rescue efforts. Some of the worst flood damage was reported in 
Ahrweiler, in Rhineland-Palatinate, where the Ahr River burst its banks. The city of Hagen also declared a state of 
emergency after the Volme River burst its banks, while a dam burst near Wassenburg, triggering evacuations.

In Belgium, some 200,000 residents were evacuated in the city of Liege, where water levels in the Meuse River rose 
dangerously high. Forty-one deaths and 11 missing people have been reported in Belgium. Belgian officials have said 
the flooding is one of the worst natural disasters to ever hit the country. On 20 July, Belgium observed a national day of 
mourning. Elsewhere, in Luxembourg, hundreds were evacuated in Rosport and Echternach, while in the Netherlands, the 
River Maas in Limburg threatened to burst its banks after reaching record levels, prompting officials to issue a red flood 
warning and a state of emergency. Mass evacuations were carried out with hundreds of military personnel dispatched to 
assist efforts. Residents were also evacuated in Venlo and neighbouring areas. Meanwhile, floods in Switzerland saw Lake 
Lucerne and Lake Neuchatel reach record water levels. Some transport disruption was reported, including on the Rhine, 
where large watercraft were temporarily banned.

The extreme weather has sparked concerns amongst scientists and environmentalist of the impact of climate change, as 
the severe floods in Western Europe have coincided with record-high temperatures in other parts of Europe, including the 
UK and Finland. In the UK, disruptive floods hit the capital during thunderstorms across the southern region last week 
following a bout of extreme heat. Significant travel disruption was reported in parts of London after tube stations flooded 
amid the heavy rainfall – just days after record temperatures were recorded across England. A recent paper by the Climate 
Crisis Advisory Group has been investigating whether rapid heating in the Arctic region is driving changes in the jet stream 
in a way that would influence recent extreme weather. The paper suggests the outlier weather events recently seen across 
Europe exceed forecasts of what a 1.2 degrees Celsius global warming impact would look like. Further specialist research 
continues to be undertaken as part of ongoing efforts to better understand the extent of climate change’s role in the 
recent extreme weather across Europe.

EUROPE
Hundreds killed as floods sweep across Europe
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Germany
5 August 2021: Extinction Rebellion protest to be held in 
Berlin
An Extinction Rebellion is due to be held in Berlin over the 
weekend. The demonstration is expected to be held on 
Friday 6 August in the Ostkreuz area. According to reports, 
activists are planning to convene where Sonntagstrasse 
meets Neue Bahnhofstrasse. The protest is set to take place 
from 17:00 - 20:00 local time and is likely to cause 
significant disruption to traffic in the immediate and 
surrounding areas.

Portugal
9 July 2021: State of calamity extended
Portugal has extended a nationwide state of calamity until 
Sunday 25 July. The measure was imposed in response to 
the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic following a rise in 
domestic cases reported earlier this year. The government 
confirmed the extension, which will see the highest level of 
disaster response measures remain in effect an additional 
17 days, having been in place since 1 May.

United Kingdom
13 July 2021: Flash floods cause travel disruption
Travel disruption has been reported across parts of 
London due to recent flash floods in the capital. The 
flooding has been caused by recent heavy rainfall affecting 
parts of south-west London including Barnes, Raynes Park 
and Richmond, as well as parts of north London including 
Highgate and Golders Green. Train services have been 
affected at Richmond, London Euston, Clapham Junction, 
Watford Junction, Shepperton, London Waterloo, St 
Pancras, Luton, and London Paddington. 

Greece
14 July 2021: Mykonos gang dispute leaves one dead
A 27-year-old Albanian national has been killed following 
a clash which broke out between rival gangs in Mykonos, 
South Aegean. The incident allegedly occurred on Monday 
evening at around 23:00 local time in the Agios 
Fanourios area of Mykonos. It’s understood a dispute broke 
out between two Albanian gangs over a financial matter, 
leading to a violent clash in which one person was stabbed 
to death. The police have confirmed the incident, indicating 
that at least four suspects have since been detained in 
connection with the clash, which is estimated to have 
involved a total of around 15 people.

France
15 July 2021: Police fire tear gas at anti-vaccine protesters
Police fired tear gas at protesters who gathered to 

denounce new coronavirus restrictions in Paris. Hundreds 
of people gathered on Wednesday and the unrest 
continued throughout the night in parts of the capital. A 
group of protesters launched fireworks at officers, while 
others threw rocks and other objects. A series of similar 
smaller rallies were held in other parts of France, including 
Toulouse, Bordeaux and Nantes. On Monday the 
government announced that people would require a vaccine 
health pass to enter many public places.

Spain
22 July 2021: Freedom rally to take place in Madrid
A World Wide Rally for Freedom is due to take place in 
Madrid this coming weekend. The rally is scheduled to be 
held at 20:00 local time in Plaza de Colon on Saturday 24 
July. The event coincides with multiple other similar events 
being held under the World Wide Demonstration banner 
calling for five key freedoms: freedom of speech, freedom 
of movement, freedom of choice, freedom of assembly, and 
freedom of health. Some disruption should be anticipated 
around the protest meeting area.

Italy
28 July 2021: Towns near Lake Como hit by flooding
Several towns near Lake Como have been hit by flooding 
and landslides. On Tuesday more than 60 people were 
rescued by emergency workers from Brienno and 
Cernobbio. The flooding comes after torrential rain hit the 
area. “We are facing in Italy the consequences of climate 
change, with a trend toward tropicalisation and the 
multiplication of extreme events,” said agricultural lobby 
group Coldiretti.

France
29 July 2021: Protests against health pass to take place
Protests are due to take place across France over the 
coming weekend. The demonstrations are against a 
Covid-19 health pass, which will require people to present 
proof of vaccination, a negative test, or recent recovery 
to gain access to certain places and venues. Nationwide 
protests will be held across most of France on Saturday 31 
July, while protests scheduled for Sunday 1 August will take 
place at varying times in the following towns and cities: 
Brive-la-Gaillarde, Colmar, Glieres-Val-de-Borne, Les Abrets 
en Dauphine, Montpellier, Nice, Saint-Amour, and 
Saint-Milo.
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A year after the explosion that decimated the port in Beirut, killing 200 people, Lebanon is facing what the World Bank 
has described as the worst financial recession of the last century. Following the blast Prime Minister Hassan Diab resigned, 
but none of the nominees appointed to replace him have been able to reach a consensus to form a working government. 
Mustapha Adib and former Prime Minister Saad Hariri both tried and failed, leaving Diab as caretaker PM and the country 
in a state of political paralysis. The timing could not have been worse; the failure of Lebanon’s politicians has seen the 
economic crisis deteriorate even further. The country’s national debt of $90bn exceeds 180 percent of GDP and the 
currency is practically worthless. The Lebanese pound, which consistently traded at 1,500 to the US dollar, collapsed to 
23,000 in July.

Many families that lost their houses in last year’s explosions are still homeless.  The international community has been 
hesitant to provide resources to the Lebanese national authorities, prioritizing the distribution of resources to UN agencies 
and international organisations. This trend could be interpreted as a reaction to the absence of a stable governance in the 
country, and the concerns over local corruption and malpractice when receiving the funds. Wages also dropped 
dramatically, coinciding with an extreme rise in the price of essential goods. Almost half of Lebanon’s population cannot 
afford essentials such as lentils, cooking oil, diapers, sanitary pads and fuel. The UN also warned of the possible loss of 
access to water in Beirut and in other parts of the country. Many of those who can afford it have already fled the country, 
particularly those working in the education and healthcare sectors. Perhaps most dangerous of all is the state of the 
security forces. Morale is reported to be at an all-time low; the army has asked for foreign aid to help feed troops while 
police salaries have shrivelled due to the collapse of the pound.

Energy shortages are also severe, with power cuts of up to 20 hours a day in Beirut. The energy crisis is tied to the lack 
of gas and diesel that powers the generators of the electric grid as well as private generators. Last month the Deir Ammar 
and Zahrani power plants went offline after they ran out of fuel. Ships loaded with gas oil had refused to offload their 
cargo until they were paid. Fuel shortages have resulted in people crowding stations either to get whatever fuel is left, 
leading to violent confrontations when supplies run out. The scarcity of electricity and medicine has severe consequences 
for the healthcare system, which is close to collapse. The level of social tension due to the absence of essential goods and 
potential further downfall of the economy puts the country on high alert, also exacerbated by the potential collapse of the 
health system due to limited access to water. 

Hariri stepped down on 15 July after failing to reach a solid majority in parliament. The country is still facing the deep 
political crisis since the explosion of last year.  On 26 July Najib Mirkat was named prime minister with the task of 
forming a new government. The Sunni Muslim millionaire is a figure of ‘compromise’ among the different parties. He led 
the country during two previous mandates. During his previous terms as Prime Minister, Mirkat was accused by 
prosecutors of embezzlement but was not sentenced.  The newly appointed prime minister announced that he will be 
implementing economic and structural reforms proposed by French President Emmanuel Macron when he visited after the 
port explosion in August 2020. 

MENA
LEBANON: Frustration and anger remains on anniversary of port blast
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Tunisia
9 July 2021: French national killed in knife attack
An attacker killed a French citizen and wounded a soldier 
with a knife in northern Tunisia on Monday 5 July. The 
attack took place in Zarzouna with the attacker assaulting 
a uniformed officer and then the French citizen who died 
before getting to the hospital. Interior Ministry spokesman 
Khaled Hayouni said police knew the identity of the killer, 
a 28-year-old man with a criminal record, but he did not 
suggest a motive for the killing. Jihadist militant groups 
have repeatedly attempted to target the security services in 
Tunisia in recent years.

Israel
15 July 2021: Man killed in brawl in Ashdod park
The body of a man in his 60s was found in a park in the 
city of Ashdod on Wednesday morning. Police say that the 
death is being treated as murder after the man was found 
with stab wounds to his body. It was reported that a fight 
broke out between a group of men in their 50s and 60s 
resulting in the death of one man, Yafim Marhasin, and the 
arrest of three others who are being treated as suspects.

Yemen
16 July 2021: Hundreds killed in Yemeni army operation
The spokesman for Yemen’s Armed Forces, Brigadier 
General Yahya Saree, says Yemeni army troops and allied 
fighters from Popular Committees have dealt a huge blow 
to opposition forces in Al-Bayda killing hundreds of them in 
the process. Saree says that during Operation Nasr 
al-Mobin (Manifest Victory), 350 Takfiri terrorists, including 
members of Islamic State (IS) and al-Qaeda, were killed by 
Yemeni forces, while hundreds more fled.

Iraq
19 July 2021: Roadside bomb kills 20 in Sadr City, Baghdad
At least 20 people have been killed and 35 others wounded 
in a roadside bomb attack in the Sadr City area of Baghdad. 
The device exploded in a packed market a day before the 
Eid al-Adha Muslim holiday begins. “A terror attack using a 
locally-made IED (improvised explosive device) in Woheilat 
Market in Sadr City, in east Baghdad, left several victims 
dead and others injured,” Iraq’s interior ministry said in a 
statement. There was no immediate claim of responsibility 
for the attack, although suspicion will fall on the Islamic 
State (IS) group.

Iran
21 July 2021: Police officer killed in violent protest
An Iranian police officer and three civilians have been 
wounded during unrest in the south-western city of 

Mahshar, amid ongoing demonstrations over water 
shortages. There have been six days of continuous protests 
in Iran’s oil-rich Khuzestan province, home to ethnic Arabs 
who complain of discrimination by Iran’s Shia theocracy and 
the ongoing drought. The protest followed the rolling 
blackouts affecting the province for several weeks. 
Precipitation had decreased by almost 50 percent in the last 
year, leaving dams with dwindling water supplies.

Tunisia
26 July 2021: Police storm Al Jazeera bureau in Tunis, 
clashes erupt outside parliament
Tunisian police have stormed Al Jazeera’s bureau in Tunis. 
All staff were expelled from the building following the raid 
on Monday morning. The incident comes after President 
Kais Saied sacked Prime Minister Hicham Mechichi and 
suspended parliament. Clashes have been reported outside 
the army-barricade parliament, while troops also blocked 
parliamentary speaker and Ennahdha party leader Rached 
Ghannouchi from entering the building. Earlier the party 
denounced Said’s decision to suspend parliament as an 
attempted coup.

Libya
27 July 2021: Militia leader killed in Benghazi
The leader of Libyan militia al-Kani, aligned with Libyan 
warlord Khalifa Haftar, was reportedly killed on Tuesday 27 
July. Reports say he was killed while resisting a 
security force that came to arrest him at his home in 
Benghazi. Al-Kani was wanted over his involvement in mass 
killings in the city of Tarhuna. He was reportedly killed by 
the Tariq bin Ziyad militia. Reports of al-Kani’s death 
resulted in celebrations in Tarhuna.

Oman
30 July 2021: Two killed in attack on product tanker off 
Oman
Two crew members have been killed in an attack on a 
product tanker off the coast of Oman. The Mercer Street, 
a Liberian-flagged Japanese owned ship, was targeted on 
Thursday in the Arabian Sea. “Details of the incident are 
still being established and an investigation into the incident 
is currently under way. We continue to work closely with 
the UKMTO and other relevant authorities,” said the Israeli 
company Zodiac Maritime, which manages the vessel. 
According to reports, the deceased crew members were 
from Romania and the UK.
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