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EUROPE
Ukraine: A week of war
After a week of heavy fighting and intense clashes, following the launch of a full-scale Russian military invasion of Ukraine,
already a death toll has accumulated which is thought to be in the hundreds. Disputed casualty figures have surfaced each
day, with Ukraine often claiming a much higher figures than Russia in Russian troops casualties. The UN has estimated that
at least 227 civilians have been killed so far; however, many fear the actual casualty figures could be much higher. Over a
million Ukrainians have fled the country over the past seven days, with more than 500,000 fleeing to neighbouring Poland.
Putin’s War
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has been dubbed by some as ‘President Putin’s war’, as Russian President Vladimir Putin is
generally seen as both the key instigator and driving force behind it. On Thursday, Putin stated that Russia’s goal was to
achieve a demilitarisation of Ukraine and bring about ‘neutrality’ in the country. The use of the term ‘neutral’ is likely in
reference to Putin’s repeated allegations that leadership in Ukraine is ridden by ‘nationalists’, terrorist forces, and so-called
‘neo-Nazis’. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy - who is Jewish - has dismissed the accusation as “nonsense”. Putin
has also previously described Ukraine as a country with no real history of sovereignty, challenging the nation’s very right to
exist. It’s unclear precisely how far Putin is willing to go to in his bid to control Ukraine.
In the months leading up to the invasion, Putin repeatedly denied plans to launch a military assault, but nevertheless
treated international negotiations as if plans were in place, by issuing demands for Ukraine never to join the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO), and for NATO not to expand any further eastwards in Europe. Russia has long opposed NATO
deployments near its border regions. During a recent TV interview in Russia, a Russian legislator stated that the invasion
had been a year in planning. Meanwhile, an adviser on foreign affairs to the Russian parliament expressed concern that
any form of peace deal would be hard to negotiate, due to Putin’s refusal to back down or to appear to have accepted any
form of diplomatic defeat. Equally, the West is extremely reluctant to indulge in any kind of appeasement policy.
Two rounds of low-level talks have been held between Ukrainian and Russian delegations with neither producing any
substantial progress towards a peaceful solution. Hungary has offered to host high-level talks in Budapest and Kremlin
experts have suggested talks may have a higher chance of success if mediated by Hungary, or even China.
Russian Military Strategy
Ukraine is facing a multi-pronged attack from the Russian forces, who are advancing from the north, east, and south.
So far, Moscow has been most successful in gaining ground in the southern region, where the assault has largely been
launched from the annexed Crimean Peninsula. Meanwhile, fighting in the east has mostly been fuelled by Russian-backed
separatist rebel forces in the breakaway regions of Luhansk and Donetsk. A major Russian advance is also underway in the
north of the country, where massive columns of military vehicles are slowly descending on the capital, Kyiv.
In the South
Due to the importance of key port cities situated in southern Ukraine, as well as the proximity of Crimea, the region has
become a critical defensive front against Russia’s advances, with multiple cities being laid siege to. Taking the cities of
Kherson, Mariupol, and Odesa is seen as strategically vital to the success of the Russian invasion, as controlling the coast
severs the rest of Ukraine from the sea and it connects Russian forces fighting in Crimea with those in Donetsk and
Luhansk.
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Kherson, strategically located on the Black Sea, is the first large populated urban centre to be captured by Russian forces.
Control of the city allows Russian troops to mass there and use it as a launching post to push further inland. The city sits
on the banks of the Dnieper River, giving critical control over essential water supplies to Crimea. As of Thursday evening,
local residents in Kherson have reported being ordered not to provoke Russian soldiers and to exercise compliance and
cooperation. Orders have also been given preventing residents from congregating in groups – presumably to suppress the
likelihood of civilian rebellion.
Another major port city in the south which has been barraged by near-constant Russian assaults is Mariupol. The city has
come under a sustained attack and is continuously being shelled as Russian troops encircle it. Although Moscow has urged
civilians to leave via a ‘green corridor’, local officials claim the non-stop bombardment and missile strikes have made fleeing
impossible for civilians. Hundreds of unconfirmed casualties have been reported. If Mariupol is seized, Moscow will be able
to establish a land-bridge between forces in the eastern and southern regions. Residents in Mariupol have reported that
they are without power, water, or heat and have been unable to receive food supplies due to Russian blockades around
the city. It’s feared it is only a matter of time until the city falls.
Elsewhere in the south, Odesa is situated along the south-western portion of the coastline. It is the country’s most
important port on the Black Sea and serves as a major oil terminus. While there have been reports of paratroopers
landing there, it has escaped the worst of the fighting so far; however, it’s believed if Russia establish a secure foothold in
the south-east, it will then advance further along the coastline, to cut Ukrainian sea access off completely – thus crippling
supply lines. On Friday morning, Europe’s biggest nuclear power plant – based in Enerhodar, Zaporizhzhia – came under
Russian shelling. The bombing hit a five-storey training facility situated within the plant complex. While no nuclear reactors
were hit, the shelling triggered a large fire to break out. The blaze has since been extinguished; however, in the hours after,
the site was then captured by Russian forces. Russian forces have allegedly seized the Enerhodar nuclear power plant in
Zaporizhzhia. Station personnel remain on site to monitor the state of power units. The attack on the plant has
prompted international condemnation, with Western leaders calling the bombing a “reckless” act that threatened the safety
of Europe. The attack came just hours after Zelenskyy called on countries to take more decisive action against what he
called Putin’s “nuclear terror”.
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In the East
The breakaway regions of Donetsk and Luhansk are arguably the spark which triggered Russia’s invasion, which came just
days after Putin controversially recognised them as independent states – a move which directly challenged Ukrainian
sovereignty. Russian-backed separatist rebel forces have been engaged in years of conflict in the area, where frequent
ceasefire violations were often reported as the Ukrainian armed forces came under fire on a daily basis. It was in these
bordering areas that the mass build-up of Russian troops accumulated in the months leading up to the invasion, sparking
international concern over a possible invasion.
Currently, Russian or Russian-backed forces are estimated to be in control of approximately 50 percent of the two
provinces, with the frontlines touching on the cities of Donetsk and Luhansk. Mariupol is situated just west of the frontline
in this region.
In the North
Russian troops have advanced significantly in the north-eastern border regions, from where they have launched massive
assaults on the cities of Kharkiv and Chernihiv. Russian airstrikes which hit a residential area of Chernihiv on Thursday 3
March are estimated to have killed at least 47 people. Major military forces appear to be converging on Kyiv; however, the
Ukrainian forces have so far been successful in repelling attacks and slowing Russian advances. The Ukrainian military has
released little information regarding its strategy as it braces for what is suspected to be an unprecedented military assault
on the capital.
It’s believed the Russian forces are manoeuvring into position to carry out a pincer movement attack on Kyiv, which would
see it attacked on two sides as a 40-mile-long Russian military convoy in the north-west and Russian forces near
Chernihiv, in the north-east simultaneously close in on the city. However, should Russian advances in the southern prove
fruitful, Moscow could be in a position to merge the southern and northern fronts. Such a move would effectively isolate a
significant bulk of Ukraine’s forces which are stationed in Donetsk and Luhansk.
In addition, it’s feared Ukrainian military supplies could be running low in the next few days. At the beginning of the
invasion, the armed forces were estimated to have had approximately 10-days’ worth of stock and supplies, including
ammunition. If artillery shell and air-defence ammunition supplies run out, the Ukrainian forces may struggle to resist
Russian advances. Military aid drops and supply runs are currently underway, but are having to travel by land, slowing
delivery down.
Meanwhile, in the West
The Western city of Lviv has turned into a staging post for those fleeing the country, as well as those trying to get in. Trains
have been transporting refugees to neighbouring Poland in their hundreds and thousands, while critical medical, military,
and food supplies are being brought in. Fighting has largely not reached the western region, although some sporadic
explosions – thought to be missile strikes aimed at miliary infrastructure – were reported in the first few days of the
invasion. The Ukraine delegation which has been taking part in talks with Russia has stated that securing safe passage for
civilians fleeing the war was among their top priorities.
World War Three
A question which has been hanging over Europe has been whether the Russian invasion of Ukraine will see fighting spread
further afield. One of the major diplomatic concerns surrounding calls for international military intervention has been the
very real risk of triggering a wider war across the continent.
The threat of ‘World War Three’ has prompted serious concern amongst NATO’s eastern flanking countries, with Lithuania
declaring a state of emergency in response to the invasion of Ukraine. Sweden and Finland were extended special
invitations as non-NATO members to join the alliance’s emergency summit last week, while the US has also increased
troop deployments in eastern European NATO members, such as Poland. NATO has said it will use every measure to
defend “every inch” of members’ territory; however, the defensive military alliance has repeatedly stated that it currently
has no place to put boots on the ground in Ukraine, as it is not a member, despite its aspirations and calls for emergency
membership.
Ukraine has called for NATO to establish a no-fly zone to prevent Russian aerial attacks from killing civilians. The US has
said it cannot grant the request, as establishing a no-fly zone requires active enforcement, which would put NATO forces
in direct conflict with Russian war planes – effectively triggering international war. In response, Ukraine’s president has
appealed to NATO to send warplanes to the country, saying: “If we are no more then, God forbid, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia
[all NATO members] will be next.”

www.securityexchange24.com

5

However, NATO’s current policy of non-intervention could change if Russia moves forces beyond Ukrainian borders, into a
NATO country. Under Article 5 of NATO’s constitution, “an attack against one ally is considered an attack against all
allies” – meaning the continent, and wider world, would be catapulted into uncharted territory with the very dangerous
and unprecedented possibility of an armed confrontation between Russia and NATO.
The Russian invasion of Ukraine has sparked a united response across Europe in support of Kyiv, with NATO, UN, and EU
members exerting unparalleled economic and diplomatic pressure on Moscow through sanctions, whilst sending critical
military and medical support to Ukraine. The UK has already doubled troops deployed to the NATO military force based in
Estonia in response to the invasion. The increase in NATO troops near Russia’s border will not be well-received in
Moscow, which recently warned that, unless sanctions were lifted, the only alternative is a third world war – which the
Kremlin warned would almost certainly be nuclear. Russia has already moved its national nuclear response team to high
alert, sparking international concern over Moscow’s next moves.
In terms of what the realistic possibility of a full-scale Russian occupation of Ukraine looks like, Russian forces would have
to capture far larger swathes of territory, including the capital, before Moscow is in the position to exercise control over
the country. Taking over Kyiv and other large cities won’t be enough in the case of Ukraine, largely due to the fierce
intensity with which the Ukrainian military and people have taken up arms to defend their country – something Putin
appears to have underestimated. A highly-motivated insurgency would likely emerge, with the support of most European
countries and Western nations – leading to a long and drawn-out war in the country.
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Portugal
11 February 2022: Lisbon police detain man over alleged
attack plot
Police in Lisbon have reportedly detained a man following
an investigation into a suspected attack plot. The suspect
is accused of planning to carry out a violent attack at the
University of Lisbon campus. Details of the alleged plot are
understood to have included plans for the use of knives,
machetes, a bow and arrow, darts, and flammable materials.
A variety of weapons and materials were reportedly seized
from the suspect’s possession by the police. Further details
surrounding the alleged plot have yet to be confirmed.
UK
11 February 2022: Deadly case of Lassa fever confirmed in
Bedfordshire
One person has died after they were hospitalised with
Lassa fever in Bedfordshire. The Bedfordshire Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust said that the patient died at Luton
and Dunstable Hospital on Friday. Three cases of Lassa
fever have been identified in the UK this week, all within
the same family that had recently returned to the UK from
West Africa. The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) said
that “the risk to the general public remains very low.” The
last confirmed cases in the UK were reported in 2009.
France
12 February 2022: Police fire tear gas at protesters in Paris
French police fired tear gas at protesters who were blocking
traffic on the Champs-Élysées in central Paris on Saturday.
Thousands of people gathered in the capital to protest
against Covid-19 restrictions and display solidarity with the
“Freedom Convoy” demonstrations in Canada. Police also
stopped around 500 vehicles from entering the capital and
arrested at least 44 people. More than 7,000 officers have
been deployed in the city.
Poland
14 February 2022: Activists clash with police in Lubusz
Rights activists and protesters have apparently clashed with
Polish police amid a demonstration in Krosno Odrzanskie
in Lubusz over the weekend. The protest was reportedly
staged by a group campaigning for improved migrant rights
in support of asylum seekers who recently launched a
hunger strike on Saturday afternoon. Police allegedly
used tear gas to disperse the crowd, leading to clashes.
Around 100 people were estimated to have taken part in
the demonstration. At least two casualties were reported
following the unrest, while 11 arrests were made.
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Russia
14 February 2022: St Petersburg shooting kills one
At least one person has been killed following a recent
shooting incident in the city of Saint Petersburg. The fatal
shooting apparently took place near Torzhkovskaya Ulitsa
on Sunday, just outside a residential property. According to
provisional reports from the scene, police have
identified the deceased as a 46-year-old male foreign
national - thought to have originally hailed from
neighbouring Kyrgyzstan. The motive behind the killing has
yet to be confirmed as investigations go forward.
Italy
17 February 2022: Stabbing reported in Milan
A stabbing incident has apparently been reported in the city
of Milan. The incident allegedly occurred during the late
hours of Tuesday evening, at around 23:00 local time, near
the city’s central train station. One person has been left
wounded following the stabbing, which happened when the
victim was confronted by a knife-wielding suspect on Via
Fabio Filzi in what police believe was an attempted
mugging. No suspects have been identified so far.
Netherlands
21 February 2022: Four die amid Storm Eunice
Four people have died in the Netherlands amid adverse
weather conditions brought in by Storm Eunice. According
to reports, all four fatalities were caused by falling trees.
Strong winds ripped a section of a football stadium roof
off in the Hague and international high speed rail services
were also cancelled. The Dutch coastguard is also said to be
continuing search efforts for 26 empty shipping container
lost in the North Sea, near the Wadden Islands. In total, 16
deaths have been attributed to Storm Eunice across Europe,
including in Ireland, the UK, Belgium, the Netherlands,
Germany, and Poland.
Spain
28 February 2022: Pro-Ukraine protests staged across
Spain
Protests in support of Ukraine have been staged in cities
across Spain over the weekend. Thousands of people have
been taking part in demonstrations in Madrid and Bilbao,
which come in response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Several hundred also protested in Barcelona, Murcia,
Valladolid, Vitoria, and Zaragoza.
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AFRICA
Somalia: More delays in the electoral process
This past month Somali leaders announced that the deadline for parliamentary elections would be extended to 15 March
2022. Government officials stated that the original deadline of 25 February was unachievable due to funding issues,
drought, and mounting insecurity in various parts of the country. This is the second time the election has been postponed
since last November, and is the latest hurdle in an electoral process has been fraught with political infighting and instability.
Somalia uses an indirect electoral system, whereby clan elders from each of the five federated states vote for
representatives in parliament. These representatives will then vote to select the president. The elections were supposed to
start one year ago, but a bitter rivalry between President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed (popularly known as Farmaajo) and
Prime Minister Hussein Roble, coupled with frequent disagreements among Somalia’s regional leaders, have derailed the
electoral process. In April 2021, after Farmaajo unilaterally extended his term by two years and claimed that more time was
needed to resolve issues affecting the election, deadly clashes broke out in the capital Mogadishu between rival factions.
National insecurity has hindered the elections as al-Shabaab has capitalised on the political turmoil. The al-Qaeda-linked
militant group, whose main goal is to overthrow the government to create an Islamic state, has carried out multiple attacks
aimed at government officials in recent months. In mid-February, the group claimed responsibility for a suicide bombing
that targeted a minibus full of electoral delegates. Al-Shabaab launched a separate attack in Bosaso targeting the president
of Puntland State a week later.
From an economic perspective, Somalia could encounter future hardships if the electoral issues are not resolved quickly. In
late February it was reported that the International Monetary fund (IMF) could end funding to Somalia if there is no new
government in place to review the programmes by May 2022. This would be a huge blow to Somalia’s already fragile
economy given that the IMF’s debt relief programme has helped reduce the country’s external debt from $5.2 billion to
$3.7 billion in four years. The next phase of the programme could further reduce Somalia’s debt to $557 million in the next
year, which would help the country attract more funding, aid, and investment from international partners to grow the
private sector. With an economy that grew by two percent in 2021 there is plenty of economic potential in Somalia;
however, without a stable government further growth may not be possible.
In addition to the security and economic risks, Somalia is currently in the grips of a grave humanitarian crisis as it faces its
worst drought in a decade. The drought has caused severe water shortages and significant losses in livestock. According to
the UN, an estimated 7.7 million Somalis will need humanitarian assistance this year. Approximately 1.4 million children are
likely to suffer from acute malnutrition due to the drought, and over 270,000 people have already been displaced. The dire
situation has motivated human rights organizations to call for swift elections for fear that the political impasses will push
humanitarian responses down the list of priorities for the government. The electoral crisis has shifted the government’s
focus from key issues that will have wide-reaching consequences if left unchecked. Despite the recurring hurdles in the
process there has been progress to date – voting has concluded for the upper house of parliament and over two-thirds of
the 275 lower house seats have been filled. Nevertheless, until the election is completed efficiently and properly, Somalia’s
future is at risk of being compromised.
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Madagascar
11 February 2022: Death toll rises to 111 following
Cyclone Batsirai
Madagascar’s state disaster relief agency reported on Friday
that the death toll has risen to 111 following
Cyclone Batsirai. At least 87 of the deaths are reported to
have occurred in the district of Ikongo, and the agency is
still collecting information to determine what happened in
this district. The cyclone hit Madagascar on Saturday as the
country was still reeling from the devastation left behind
by Tropical Storm Ana, which killed at least 55 people and
displaced nearly 130,000 in January.
Kenya
14 February 2022: Fifteen Kenyan solders killed in bomb
attack near Lamu
At least 15 Kenyan soldiers were killed in a bomb
attack near Lamu on Sunday. The attack occurred when
an armoured vehicle carrying the soldiers drove over an
improvised explosive device (IED) as it was travelling from
Milimani to Mangai. Al-Shabaab has claimed responsibility
for the attack.
South Africa
14 February 2022: Councillor killed in attack in Gqeberha
A councillor was shot and killed in an attack in Gqeberha
on Sunday night. It has been reported that Mzwandile Booi
was driving in the Kwazakele area with three passengers
when gunmen opened fire on the car. One other individual
was injured in the attack. This incident is the latest
following several deadly attacks targeting councillors in
some parts of the country.
Nigeria
17 February 2022: Militants kidnap 22 people in Kaduna
State
It has been reported that four people were injured and 22
people were kidnapped following an armed attack in
Kaduna State on Wednesday. The attack occurred in Idon
town, Kajuru in the early hours of the morning when
militants began shooting indiscriminately and raiding
houses. There has been no claim of responsibility for the
attack.
Guinea
22 February 2022: Multiple injured, arrested at protest in
Kankan Region
Multiple people were wounded and arrested as security
forces attempted to quell a protest in Kankan Region on
Tuesday. The protest, which occurred in Kouroussa, was
staged by local women who demanded access to a mine in
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the Komonko neighbourhood that has been closed for over
a year. Security officials were seen beating protesters and
arresting several people accused of filming police at the
protest. Shops and businesses in the area have been closed
due to the demonstration and casualties have been
reported but exact numbers have not been confirmed.
Niger
22 February 2022: Multiple killed following attack in
Tillabéri Region
According to local sources, 18 people were killed and seven
others were injured following an attack by armed suspects
on a bus near Banibangou, Tillabéri on Sunday. The
suspects allegedly stopped the bus between Tiza Gorou
and Adabdab and began shooting at the passengers as they
tried to flee. This attack is one in a series of many that have
occurred along Niger’s border with Mali as both countries
deal with an insurgency by jihadist groups.
South Sudan
28 February 2022: Scores killed during attack in Eastern
Equatoria
More than 20 people were killed in an attack in Magwi,
Eastern Equatoria on Sunday. The attack was allegedly
carried out by fighters of the National Salvation Front at
a cattle-keeping Dinka Bor camp for internally displaced
persons (IDPs). Farmers in Magwi have been the target of
repeated attacks in the past month. In a statement released
on Monday, the National Salvation Front said that they
were not responsible for the attack.
Zimbabwe
28 February 2022: One dead, 17 injured following attack at
CCC campaign rally
One person was killed and 17 were injured during an attack
at a Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC) rally in Kwekwe.
The attack occurred when the suspects, who are allegedly
supporters of the Zanu PF party, stormed the rally while
armed with spears, machetes and iron bars. Local
authorities confirmed that 16 suspects were arrested
in connection with the attack. Following the incident, a
spokesperson from Zanu PF claimed that the clash was
between the police and CCC members and that Zanu PF
could not be blamed for the violence.
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AMERICAS
Brazil: Record rainfall hits Petropolis
Following the heaviest rains witnessed in the province of Rio de Janeiro since 1952, landslides in the city of Petrópolis has
left some 182 people dead and devastated the city. According to reports, the city had been ‘better prepared’ for landslides
after a similar disaster killed more than 900 people in 2011. The deadly landslides were caused by heavy rains which,
according to Brazil’s Meteorological Institute (INM), dropped a month’s worth of rain in a single night.
The mudslides tore through dozens of homes and the rains caused flooding in the streets of Petrópolis, sweeping away
cars, trees and people. According to INM, the rain was the heaviest they had recorded in the last 60 years. “What we saw
was a really extreme event,” said Cássia de Castro Martins Ferreira, an extreme weather researcher at the Federal
University of Juiz de Fora. “It didn’t rain…it was an extraordinary amount of water that poured down”.
Rescue efforts led by the Rio de Janeiro Fire Department, the Petrópolis Fire Department and residents of the city,
reported pulling out dozens of children and senior citizens from debris. “My arms hurt, everything hurts from digging
people out of the mud. We’ve been digging for hours, hoping to find more people,” Carlos Ribeiro (resident) said. “My
friends are missing, their houses are gone, everything is buried in mud. It turned into a graveyard here”.
Cássia de Castro Martins Ferreira said Petrópolis’ unique geography made it susceptible to extreme rainfall, being located
where hot-air masses from the coast clash with the colder temperatures at higher altitudes, causing extreme storms. “We
have an enormous number of extreme weather events in Petrópolis, related exactly to its location,” she said. “But
another risk is the way that the city has grown”. As Petrópolis expands, residents move into the hills, clearing forests that
once acted as a buffer against mudslides and building homes on terrain that is too steep, she explains.
Protective and preventive measures against the events of 2011 were slow, lacked funding and were stalled due to shifts in
political power. As of today, only a few neighbourhoods in the city are equipped with sirens warning of weather risks. Most
experts agree that extreme weather events in the area are becoming more common. In December 2021, floods killed 20
people and displaced some 50,000 in the northeast region. Last month, dozens were killed in Sao Paulo and Minas Gerais
when rains swept through both states.
As Brazil juggles political turmoil, economic recovery and climate change, amongst other issues, citizens have shown strong
support for investment in weather catastrophe prevention and have called on the government to respond accordingly.
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Canada
10 February 2022: US-Canada border in Manitoba blocked
by ‘Freedom Convoy’
The land border crossing between Emerson, Manitoba,
and Pembina has reportedly been closed by the ‘Freedom
Convoy’ protests. The blockade was set up yesterday after
the Ambassador Bridge was closed on 7 February. Canadian
security officers have been cracking down on protesters by
arresting some and issuing tickets to thousands.

Panama
24 February 2022: Two suspects killed in shootout with
police in Canaán Membrillo
Two suspects were killed during a shootout with police in
Canaán Membrillo, Darién yesterday morning. The incident
took place in a remote jungle area where migrants are
usually intercepted and robbed by the criminals. The
National Border Service (SENAFRONT) reported the
incident.

Venezuela
11 February 2022: At least 17 killed, 56 arrested after
security operation in Apuré
The Venezuelan Minister of Defense reported that eight
civilians were killed due to landmine explosions, nine
guerrilla members were killed, and 56 suspects were
arrested across Apuré earlier today. The incident occurred
after a security operation in Páez and Rómulo Gallegos
where police seized 2,000 kg of narcotics and three small
planes from the criminals.

Haiti
25 February 2022: Three people kidnapped in Port-auPrince
Three people were reportedly kidnapped in Port-au-Prince,
Ouest yesterday morning. The incident took place at the
Caisse Populaire Sainte-Anne (CPSA) on Rue de
l’Enterrement during the early morning hours. No arrests
have been reported

Peru
14 February 2022: Civilian shot and killed in Lima
One person was killed and another was injured following a
shooting in Villa El Salvador, Lima yesterday morning. The
incident took place on Micaela Bastidas Avenue at around
02:00 local time.
Uruguay
17 February 2022: Civilian shot and killed in Montevideo
One person was shot and killed in Cerro, Montevideo
yesterday afternoon. The incident took place at the
intersection between Puerto Rico Street and Santa Cruz de
la Sierra Street, at around 17:15 local time. No arrests have
been reported.
Mexico
18 February 2022: Civilian shot and killed in Cancún
One person was shot and killed in Cancún, Quintana Roo
yesterday evening. The incident took place on José López
Portillo Avenue, in Bonampak, at around 20:00 local time.
No arrests have been reported.
Guadeloupe
22 February 2022: One killed, one injured after shooting in
Pointe-á-Pitre
One person was killed and another was injured during a
shooting in Pointe-á-Pitre yesterday evening. The incident
took place in Carénage at around 22:30 local time.
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Chile
28 February 2022: Four stabbed, two arrested after brawl
in Santiago
Four people were stabbed and two others were arrested
following an armed attack in Macul, Santiago on Saturday
evening. The incident took place on Los Satélites Street at
around 23:00 local time. Police said they arrested two
people involved who were armed with knives. All victims
were hospitalised, with two of them in critical condition.
USA
28 February 2022: One killed, four injured after shooting in
Tampa Bay, FL
One person was killed and four others were injured
following a shooting in Tampa Bay, Florida yesterday
evening. The incident took place outside the Bello Bar
located at the intersection of E Cass Street and North
Franklin Street at around 23:00 local time.
Colombia
28 February 2022: Group of 16 migrants kidnapped in
Buenaventura
Authorities in Valle de Cauca reported that 16 migrants
were kidnapped by the Gulf Clan in Buenaventura
yesterday. The incident occurred in Commune 6 of the
Gamboa sector. According to the Colombian Army, they
rescued the migrants after a security operation. Two alleged
Gulf Clan members were arrested.
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ASIA
Taiwan: Taipei wary of China threat
Amid growing fears of a possible conflict in the South China Sea, Beijing has recently denounced a visit by a US delegation to
Taiwan. Tensions have been simmering between China and Taiwan as a long-running diplomatic row continues to escalate. The
visit saw Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen vow to work more closely with allies in response to increased military threats from
China.
China sees the self-ruled democratic island of Taiwan as a breakaway province to be ‘reunified’ with mainland China, while Taiwan
views itself as an independent state. The split came about in 1949, when defeated nationalists fled to the island in the face of a
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) victory in mainland China. Currently, Taiwanese independence is only officially recognised by 13
countries, as Beijing exerts considerable diplomatic pressure on countries not to recognise Taiwan or engage in activities
implicative of recognition. Recently, China suspended imports from Lithuania and downgraded diplomatic relations amid a row
surrounding a de facto Taiwanese embassy which was opened in the Lithuanian capital, Vilnus, in November 2020. Chinese
foreign ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin stated on Wednesday that the “attempt by the US to show support to Taiwan will
be in vain”, adding that China remained “firmly determined and resolved to defend national sovereignty and territorial integrity”.
The development and tense rhetoric come amid the backdrop of the Russian invasion of Ukraine - which is being closely watched
in Taiwan, where a feeling of empathetic solidarity with the plight of the Ukrainians has emerged. Taiwan has been on
heightened alert amid concerns Beijing could attempt to manipulate the unfolding crisis in Ukraine as a way to justify making
a military advance on Taiwan. In the last week, there have also been an increasing number of aerial incursions by Chinese jets
violating Taiwan’s air defence identification zone (ADIZ).
The incursions have forced the Taiwanese air force to scramble in response on a near-daily basis, while Beijing also recently
protested the passage of the guided-missile destroyer USS Ralph Johnson through the Taiwan Strait. January saw a record
incursion of 39 Chinese jets as Beijing demonstrated its military might. Outside of the escalating incursions and inflamed rhetoric,
no particularly unusual military activity by China has been reported in recent weeks. Beijing routinely protests US contact with
Taipei and has frequently demonstrated a state of air and naval readiness in regard to the Taiwan Strait. In response to patrols
launched in November as retaliation for an unannounced US visit to Taipei, Taiwan vowed to defend itself if attacked.
China has spoken of a ‘reunification’ with Taiwan for years, saying the objective must be fulfilled, including through use of force if
necessary. Recent months have seen the most major escalation in rhetoric surrounding a possible invasion, with Taiwan’s defence
minister saying relations with China had deteriorated to the worst they’ve been in 40 years. In any military confrontation, the
sheer size of the CCP army dwarves those of Taiwan, with a huge range of capabilities to draw on, including missile technology,
naval power, aircraft, nuclear power, and cyber-attacks. The huge imbalance means that in an open conflict, Taiwan could only,
at best, hope to slow a Chinese attack. The preservation of the island’s independence is reliant on the possibility of international
military support. Although the US sells arms to Taiwan, it is deliberately vague on whether it would defend the island in an armed
conflict. Diplomatically, the US has no formal ties with Taiwan and technically adheres to the ‘One-China’ policy, recognising a
singular Chinese government in Beijing. Due to the long-running nature of the dispute, people in Taiwan remain relatively
untroubled, with the expectation that simmering tensions won’t boil over.
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Thailand
3 February 2022: Bangkok stabbing kills one
A stabbing has left at least one person dead in Bangkok.
One person has been confirmed dead following the
incident, while the police have confirmed the arrests of at
least three suspects in connection with the killing, which
apparently occurred on Wednesday in the Bang Khun Thian
area of the capital. The stabbing is understood to have
taken place in a state dormitory belonging to the National
Housing Authorities.
Pakistan
6 February 2022: Five soldiers killed by fire from
Afghanistan
Five Pakistani soldiers have been killed by firing from
neighbouring Afghanistan. The Pakistani Taliban Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) - claimed responsibility
for the attack in a statement on Sunday. The troops were
targeted in the Kurram district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. The Pakistani military said the “terrorists suffered
heavy causalities” when troops returned fire.
South Korea
15 February 2022: Woman under police protection killed in
Seoul
A woman has reportedly been killed whilst under police
protection in Seoul. The woman is understood to have
been stabbed on Monday evening in the western Guro
district of Seoul, where she had been having drinks in a bar
with another person - who was also stabbed. The suspect
reportedly fled the scene immediately after the attack. The
incident is the latest in a series of similar deaths of victims
under police protection and has renewed calls for better
protective measures.
India
16 February 2022: Maoists kill police officer in Bijapur
An Indian police officer has allegedly been killed following
an encounter with a number of armed Maoist rebels in the
Bijapur district of Chattisgarh. The exchange reportedly
occurred over the weekend, when several Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) members engaged in a deadly crossfire
with the suspected Maoists during a security operation.
While one CRPF officer has been killed, another was also
injured.
Myanmar
21 February 2022: Clashes reported in Moe Bye, Shan
Clashes have been reported in the Moe Bye area of Shan
state. Some 15 fatalities have been reported, while another
seven people have also been wounded amid the fighting,
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which allegedly broke out between junta troops and local
resistance forces. Recent reports claim 15 members of an
anti-junta resistance force have been killed, while seven
civilians were injured as by-standers. No casualties have
been reported amongst military personnel following the
fighting.
New Zealand
22 February 2022: Deadly shooting reported in Nelson
A fatal shooting incident has been reported in Nelson,
leaving one victim dead. According to reports, the shooting
took place on Tuesday afternoon at around 13:00 local time
at a residential property on Washington Road, in the
Washington Valley area of the city. It’s understood a male
victim sustained critical gunshot wounds and later died. The
police have since launched a murder inquiry.
Afghanistan
24 February 2022: Gunmen kill eight health workers
Eight health workers have allegedly been killed by gunmen
in the northern province of Kunduz and Takhar on
Thursday. According to reports, four members of
house-to-house polio vaccination teams were killed in two
separate incident in Kunduz city, while three other
vaccination workers were also killed in the Imam Sahib
district of Kunduz. An eighth member of a vaccination
transit team was reportedly also shot dead in the Taloqan
district of Takhar.
Philippines
25 February 2022: Security forces kill five NPA in New
Bataan
Five members of the New People’s Army (NPA) militant
rebel group have been killed in a recent clash with the
Filipino security forces in New Bataan, Davao de Oro. It’s
understood a fatal crossfire broke out following an
encounter on Thursday. Reports suggest the militants
resisted arrest violently, triggering the fighting.
Indonesia
25 February 2022: Earthquakes hit Sumatra
Two earthquakes have hit Sumatra Island on Friday, killing
two people and injuring 20 others. A 5.0-magnitude
earthquake hit first, followed just minutes later by a
stronger 6.2-magnitude quake. The earthquakes were
relatively shallow in depth at just 12km and occurred about
70km away from the town of Bukittinggi in West Sumatra
province. People have been advised to avoid high-risk areas,
including hilly or unstable terrain which may be prone to
landslides. No tsunami warning has been issued.
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MENA
Yemen: Yesterday’s news
While the Russian invasion of Ukraine has captured the global spotlight, the war in Yemen continues to rumble on. The
conflict has been ongoing since September 2014, when the Houthi rebel group seized the capital, Sana’a. In the
subsequent years the global coverage of Yemen has been intermittent; as with Syria, the conflict has been ongoing for so
long the world often forgets about it. In January the Houthis launched drone and rocket attacks at the UAE, which briefly
warranted international attention, and occasionally there are articles to remind us that we have forgotten about Yemen
before the news cycle moves on to something else. Something new.
Now that something new is the battle between East and West, which is being fought in the streets of Ukraine. The intense
focus on President Putin’s war, or “special military operation”, is perfectly understandable. Conflict between nation states
in Europe was almost inconceivable just a short time ago; now the possibility of a nuclear conflict is as high as it has been
since the Cuban Missile Crisis sixty years ago. A new humanitarian crisis is unfolding, and civilian deaths are increasing as
the Russian army becomes less discriminate in their targeting. More than a million people have fled the country, many of
them heading west to Poland and other neighbouring countries.
However, some 4,000km away there is another conflict that has claimed the lives of an estimated 400,000 people, many
of whom are children. Around four million people have been displaced, three quarters of the population live in poverty
and are facing starvation. In late 2021 the World Food Programme (WFP) announced that it had been forced to cut aid
to Yemen due to a lack of funding. Food rations had to be cut after the country received $2.27bn of the $3.85bn the UN
agency said was needed last year. Later this month, a UN-led event is due to be co-hosted by Sweden and Switzerland
to raise money and awareness for the people of Yemen, but the situation has undoubtedly been made more difficult by
the war in Ukraine. The world is so transfixed by events in eastern Europe that the plight of Yemenis will be lost amid the
noise. Families who have fled war in Marib and Taiz are now competing with others who are desperately trying to escape
Kyiv and Kharkiv.
The economic impact of the conflict in Ukraine and international sanctions on Russia could also have a devastating impact
on Yemenis; rising global energy prices and high inflation were already an issue for the global economy. Ukraine and Russia
account for almost a third of global wheat exports; prices are already rising across the world, and a prolonged conflict
would be disastrous for a country that relies heavily on imports of basic food staples. In terms of aid, several governments
had already slashed their foreign aid budgets, citing the economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. The only tangible way
out of the crisis in Yemen is for the warring sides to agree to end the fighting, but there are few signs that such a
resolution is on the horizon. “Trust is low and ending this war will require uncomfortable compromises which no warring
party is currently willing to make,” said the UN’s new special envoy to Yemen, Hans Grundberg.
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Tunisia
7 February 2022:Police block staff from entering Supreme
Judicial Council
Tunisian police have blocked staff from entering the
Supreme Judicial Council in Tunis. The officers were
deployed a day after President Kais Saied announced
that he was dissolving the council, accusing its members
of corruption. “The president has moved to the stage of
seizing institutions. What is happening is very dangerous
and illegal,” said the Supreme Judicial Council head Youssef
Bouzakher. He also said that there were no legitimate legal
or constitutional mechanisms to allow the president to shut
down the council.
Iraq
9 February 2022: Security forces foil IS attack, Kirkuk
The Iraqi security forces have foiled a suspected Islamic
State (IS) attack in Kirkuk province. State media reported
that the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) repelled an
attack on a checkpoint in the town of Dibis on Tuesday.
Iraqi and Kurdish forces recently launched renewed
operations against the group in response to a rise in attacks
between Baghdad and Erbil.
Libya
10 February 2022: Gunmen open fire on PM’s convoy,
Tripoli
Unknown gunmen have opened fire on the convoy of Prime
Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah in Tripoli. The interim leader
was returning home on Thursday morning when he came
under fire. No injuries were reported in the attack, while
Libya’s chief prosecutor has launched an investigation. The
incident comes as political tensions remain high over Libya’s
delayed elections.
UAE
15 February 2022: Turkish president makes rare trip to UAE
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has travelled to the
United Arab Emirates to meet with the state’s de facto
leader Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed
al-Nahyan. Erdogan travelled to the Gulf state for the
first time in almost a decade to discuss trade and defence
agreements. “We do not consider the security and stability
of all brotherly countries in the Gulf region separate from
our own,” Erdogan said.
Morocco
21 February 2022: Thousands protest high cost of living in
Morocco
Thousands of people demonstrated in cities across
Morocco on Sunday to protest the rising cost of living and
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to mark the eleventh anniversary of the Arab Spring
uprisings. Protests were staged in Rabat, Tangiers, and
Casablanca and many demonstrators were reportedly using
slogans inspired by the February 20 Movement, a
pro-reform and anti-corruption movement that came out of
the Arab Spring in 2011. No violence was reported at the
protests. Drought and high fuel prices have been primary
causes of the increasing cost of living.
Sudan
21 February 2022: Anti-coup protesters stage
demonstrations across Sudan
Thousands took to the streets across Sudan on Monday
to protest against the military government and demand
justice for protesters who have been killed since last year’s
coup. It has been reported that protests have taken place in
Khartoum, Wad Madani, Port Sudan and several other cities
across the country. Tear gas was fired at protesters in
Khartoum by security forces as they attempted to disperse
the crowd, but no casualties have been reported at any of
the protests. Regular protests have taken place in Sudan
since the coup, which occurred last October and was led by
army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan. At least 80 people have
been killed and hundreds have been wounded by security
forces at demonstrations since the coup, with the last
fatality occurring on Sunday.
Turkey
24 February 2022: Ukraine requests closure of Black Sea
waterways
Ukraine has submitted a request to Turkey to close Black
Sea waterways to Russian warships. Kyiv’s ambassador to
Ankara stated on Thursday, that a request had specifically
been made to Turkey to close the Dardanelles and
Bosphorus straits. Turkey shares a maritime border with
Ukraine and Russia in the Black Sea and has control over
the straits, with the ability to limit warship passages during
wartime, or if threatened.
Palestinian Authority
25 February 2022: Dozens injured following clashes in
Nablus
At least 22 people were injured on Friday following clashes
between Palestinians and Israeli forces in Nablus. The
clashes occurred during anti-settlement protests in Beit
Dajan and Beita as the Israeli forces used tear gas and
rubber bullets to disperse the protesters.
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