
Security Exchange
InTouch Monthly - August 2022



www.securityexchange24.com

Contents

Africa
Ethiopia: Fighting resumes in Tigray region       3

Americas
Chile: Voters reject new constitution        5

Asia
Pakistan: Country hit by unprecedented floods       7

Europe
UK: Tory members put trust in Truss        9

MENA
Iran: Hopes fade over nuclear talks         12

Disclaimer:  The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors. We take measures to ensure that all 
information is accurate and up-to-date, however we cannot guarantee that any information provided will not contain 
errors or other such limitations. We do not accept any liability for any loss, damage, or inconvenience whatsoever, 
caused as a result of any inaccuracies or errors within this information. 



Reports emerged at the end of August that fighting has resumed in Tigray, the latest development in a violent conflict that 
has endured since November 2020. Both sides have blamed each other for the renewed hostilities, but a year-long 
communications blockade and a ban on most journalists to the region has made it difficult to verify what exactly 
transpired. Regardless of how it began, the violence has shattered a five-month long ceasefire and dashed any hopes of 
peace talks between the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) and the Ethiopian government. 

What is known of the recent events is that rebels of the TPLF clashed with Ethiopian government forces near the southern 
Tigray town of Kobo on 24 August. The incident was followed by an air raid in the regional capital of Mekelle two days 
later. At least four people were killed after bombs landed near a children’s playground, prompting the TPLF to accuse the 
federal government of targeting civilians. The government swiftly denied the allegations, claiming that the Ethiopian air 
force was only targeting military locations and accusing the TPLF of staging civilian deaths. The TPLF continued to accuse 
the federal government of targeting civilians on 30 August, when bombs landed near a hospital in Mekelle during another 
air raid. The number of casualties and the extent of the damage following the second air raid could not be determined. 
Several other incidents have been reported since, and concerns are mounting that the violence will spread into the 
neighbouring regions of Afar and Amhara. Moving forward, some sources say that the TPLF is bracing for an offensive by 
federal government forces from the west as the government attempts to prevent the rebels from using areas near the 
border with Sudan as resupply routes.

Signs that the ceasefire would be broken were present well ahead of the renewed violence. The Ethiopian National 
Defence Force and the allied Fano – a militia from the Amhara region – had mobilised forces to the southern borders of 
Tigray over several weeks. Reports also suggested that the TPLF had engaged in a mass conscription effort to increase 
their ranks – allegations that the TPLF has since denied. But the fighting has begun after months of promising 
developments toward a diplomatic solution between the warring groups. 

The Ethiopian government and the TPLF agreed to a ceasefire in March, allowing some desperately needed aid to flow into 
Tigray and providing a tenuous opportunity for a resolution to the conflict. In June, the TPLF and the federal government 
had shown interest in peace talks, leading Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed to establish a committee to negotiate peace talks. 
The TPLF had subsequently stated that it would be open to talks pending the restoration of essential services to civilians 
in Tigray, but the federal government responded by stating that they were only interested in talks “with no preconditions”. 

The return to violence will only exacerbate conditions in Tigray that have been brought on by the war. The conflict has led 
to a massive humanitarian crisis, with the World Food Programme (WFP) estimating that as many as 500,000 people have 
died of hunger and related causes in the region since the war began. While limited access has made it difficult to get a 
sense of conditions in Tigray, humanitarian organisations have stated that the region is likely experiencing famine 
conditions, with 4.8 million people in immediate need of food aid. It is estimated that new hostilities will affect crop 
harvesting in the region and will signify the end of aid delivery to the region, aid delivery that has already been extremely 
limited throughout the conflict. Tigrayans will also continue to be cut off from the rest of the world – a year-long 
suspension of banking and telecommunications services is likely to continue now that violence has escalated.
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Kenya
15 August 2022: William Ruto wins Kenyan presidential 
election
The top official of the Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission (IEBC) announced on Monday that 
Deputy President William Ruto has won Kenya’s 
presidential election. Ruto and his United Democratic 
Alliance party coalition beat leading opponent Raila Odinga 
and the Azimio La Umoja coalition with 50.49 percent of 
the vote. The announcement was made despite allegations 
of vote-rigging and four senior IBEC officials disavowing the 
results after claiming that the last phase of the 
electoral process had not been handled appropriately.

Zimbabwe
15 August 2022: Nationwide measles outbreak kills 80 
children
Zimbabwe’s ministry of health says that a measles outbreak 
in the country has killed 80 children since April. In a 
statement, the ministry said the outbreak has spread 
nationwide and the case fatality rate is 6.9 percent. As of 
Thursday, 1,036 suspected cases and 125 confirmed cases 
had been reported, with Manicaland as the worst affected 
region. 

South Africa
15 August 2022: Two killed following suspected hijacking in 
Durban
Two people were killed in a suspected hijacking in Durban, 
KwaZulu-Natal on Sunday. Police say the incident occurred 
around 02:00 local time at Vanrova New Flats in 
Emona, Tongaat and the victims were shot and killed by two 
suspects who approached them without warning. A vehicle 
belonging to the victims was also stolen during the attack.

DR Congo
16 August 2022: Clashes reported between CODECO and 
the FARDC near Djugu
Militants of the Cooperative for Development of the Congo 
(CODEC) reportedly attacked a military position near Djugu, 
Ituri on Tuesday. The exact location of the incident was 
not reported but sources say the fighting is taking place in 
the Waya area. At least two soldiers and nine civilians have 
been killed.

Somalia
19 August 2022: Al-Shabaab militants storm hotel in 
Mogadishu
Al-Shabaab militants have stormed a hotel in the 
Somali capital, Mogadishu. Two car bombs exploded outside 
the Hayat Hotel before gunmen entered the building and 

opened fire. The militant group later released a statement 
claiming to be in control of the complex. At least nine 
people have been wounded in the attack, according to 
Abdikadir Abdirahman, the head of Mogadishu’s Aamin 
ambulance services.

Nigeria
22 August 2022: Four Catholic nuns kidnapped in Okig-
we-Umulolo
Four Catholic nuns were abducted in the Okigwe-Umulolo 
area of Imo State on Sunday. The nuns were travelling on 
the Okigwe-Enugu road when they were attacked and 
kidnapped by a group of gunmen.  The suspects have not 
yet made demands for ransom.

Senegal
22 August 2022: One death, three cases reported of CCHF 
in Senegal
Health officials have reported one death and three new 
cases of Crimean–Congo hemorrhagic fever (CCHF) in 
Senegal. The illness has been reported in three regions and 
investigations are underway to determine the source of the 
outbreak. CCHF is endemic in Africa, but cases of the virus 
have not been reported since 2017.

Madagascar
30 August 2022: Nineteen people killed by police gunfire in 
Ikongo
At least 19 people were killed and 28 others were wounded 
by police in Ikongo, Fitovinany on Monday. Police 
reportedly shot at a crowd that had gathered outside the 
local police station to call for the release of four kidnapping 
suspects so that they could inflict mob justice. The suspects 
were arrested after being accused of kidnapping a child 
with albinism last week.

Mali
31 August 2022: Dozens of IS-GS militants killed during 
clashes in Tessit
The Malian Armed Forces (FAMa) announced that 44 
suspected Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (IS-GS) 
militants were killed during clashes in Tessit, Ansongo on 
Monday. Two FAMa soldiers were killed and eight others 
were injured during the fighting. Clashes involving militant 
groups frequently occur in Tessit, which is located close to 
Mali’s borders with Burkina Faso and Niger.
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After the new constitutional proposal was rejected earlier this month, mass protests and riots erupted in the streets of 
Santiago, the nation’s capital. Protesters gathered around Plaza de Mayo and Libertador Bernardo O’Higgins Avenue and 
began setting up blockades, severely disrupting traffic. During the unrest, several mobs engaged in vandalism, and the
government was forced to suspend all public transport. Additionally, a group of rioters set fire to the El Peral Hospital, 
though no casualties were reported due to the swift and prompt evacuation of staff, patients and visitors.

Police then used water cannons in order to disperse protesters and President Gabriel Boric made a public announcement 
asking civilians to return home and remain calm. The rejected new constitution was set to replace one implemented under 
General Augusto Pinochet’s military rule. However, despite Chileans voting in support of constitutional change in 2020, 
last Sunday’s referendum failed to advance the proposed constitution, with 62 percent of voters rejecting it. 

Following two days of civil unrest, President Gabriel Boric fired his interior minister and then removed one of his chief 
advisers on 6 September. The cabinet shake-up came after a series of ‘political blunders’ blamed on Giorgio Jackson, the 
president’s policy coordination liaison with Congress and the Constitutional Convention, who had backed the proposal in 
a previous referendum. Izkia Siches, the interior minister and Boric’s former campaign manager, was also sacked in a move 
representing a return to the political centre-left, which Boric had previously criticized and blamed for “not doing enough to 
fight inequality”. 

Giorgio Jackson has now been replaced by Ana Lya Uriarte, a former chief adviser to former President Michelle Bachelet, 
while Carolina Toha, who served as Secretary-General under Bachelet, will take over the Interior Ministry. The latter was 
appointed after the proposal to install Nicolas Cataldo, a member of the Communist Party, as the interior minister was 
profusely rejected by opposition lawmakers. Moreover, Boric had accepted the resignation of the Social Development 
Minister Jeanette Vega and adviser Hector Llaitul a couple of weeks prior. President Boric’s cabinet reshuffle is clearly a 
response to the civil unrest brought on by the rejection of the new constitution alongside several criminal accusations 
looming over his cabinet members. 

President Boric has been met with harsh criticism from both sides, over failing to deliver to those who had supported the 
constitutional process with his coalition and like-minded independents representing a majority of the seats at the failed 
Convention; and those who believed the new proposal to be “hollow and overly centralizing”. The president was relying on 
the new charter to help reform the pension, tax and labour systems, but the Chilean people evidently were not keen on 
the proposed reforms. On the cabinet reshuffle, President Boric said: “This hurts, but it is necessary…it is perhaps one of 
the most difficult political moments that I have had to face”. President Boric, a key proponent of the rejected constitution, 
said that despite the “legitimate differences” the desire for dialogue and meetings prevails. “We continue and will move 
forward with alternative constitutional reform proposals”. 

AMERICAS
Chile: Voters reject new constitution
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Mexico
15 August 2022: Six domestic flights suspended due to 
violence surge in Ciudad Juárez
Over the weekend, VivaAerobus announced the suspension 
of six domestic flights to and from Ciudad Juárez, 
Chihuahua. The measure comes amid a recent surge in 
violence and clashes between criminal groups and security 
officials. Affected routes included Mexico City, Guadalajara, 
and Monterrey.

Costa Rica
16 August 2022: One killed, one injured after shooting in 
Limón
One person was killed and another was injured following a 
shooting in Limón yesterday evening. The incident occurred 
in the Batán city centre at around 21:00 local time. No 
arrests have been reported.

Mexico
17 August 2022: Four police officers kidnapped in San Luis 
Potosí
Four police officers were kidnapped after an armed attack in 
Moctezuma, San Luis Potosí yesterday morning. The 
incident occurred at the operative police base in 
Moctezuma at around 05:00 local time when armed 
suspects opened fire against the stations and burned 
multiple patrollers before escaping with hostages. No 
arrests have been reported.

Colombia
17 August 2022: Two killed in Medellín public bus shooting
Two people were killed during a shooting in Medellín, 
Antioquia yesterday afternoon. The incident occurred 
onboard a public bus in the Versailles area of Manrique 
where two individuals shot each other dead.

Cuba
18 August 2022: Protests against blackouts reported in San 
Antonio de los Baños
Protests against the electricity blackouts were reported 
yesterday in San Antonio de los Baños, Artemisa. The 
demonstrators gathered at around 18:00 local time in order 
to demand the government halt their blackout schedule. No 
violence was reported.

Brazil
18 August 2022: Santander bank blown up by armed  
suspects in Sao Joao de Meriti
A bank was blown up by armed suspects in Sao Joao de 
Meriti, Rio de Janeiro earlier today. The incident occurred 
at a Santander bank on Dr Arruda Negreiros Avenue during 

the early morning hours. No injuries or casualties have been 
reported.

Haiti
23 August 2022: Two killed, six injured after clashes 
between protesters and armed civilians in Port-au-Prince
Two people were killed and six others were injured 
during clashes between protesters and armed individuals in 
Port-au-Prince, Ouest yesterday. The incident occurred in 
Delmas 38 as a group of armed individuals tried to prevent 
protesters from holding demonstrations in the area. Citizens 
have been protesting against insecurity, high cost of living, 
fuel scarcity and political upheaval.

Chile
23 August 2022: One killed, one injured after armed 
robbery in Santiago
One person was killed and another was injured following an 
armed robbery in Santiago yesterday. The incident occurred 
at the intersection of San Francisco de Borja and 
Antofagasta, around the Central Station, where five 
gunmen attacked a robbed a warehouse. No arrests have 
been reported.

Guyana
23 August 2022: Health Ministry reports first confirmed 
case of monkeypox
Guyana’s Health Ministry reported the first confirmed case 
of monkeypox in the country yesterday. The ministry said 
the case was detected in the Demerara-Mahiaca region of 
Georgetown and has isolated the subject.

Uruguay
25 August 2022: Three people shot and killed in 
Montevideo
Three people were shot and killed in Montevideo yesterday 
evening. The incident occurred on Watt Street and Camino 
Edison Street, in Peñarol, at around 21:00 local time. 
According to reports, the area has seen several killings in 
the past weeks. No arrests have been reported.

Venezuela
26 August 2022: Flash flooding due to heavy rains in 
Caracas
Flash flooding caused by heavy rains has been reported in 
Caracas, Capital District. The flooding also caused 
disruptions in electricity, transport and telecommunications 
services. According to reports, dozens of vehicles became 
stuck along Andrés Bello Avenue.
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More than 1,340 people have been killed, and some 1.4 million homes have been destroyed amid record monsoon rains which 
have triggered unprecedented floods across Pakistan. Described as the worst climate-induced disaster in recent world history, 
the flooding has inundated a third of the country, displacing over 600,000 people and affecting more than 33 million people in 
total. As aid agencies warn of increasing illness in relief camps, the Pakistani government has struggled to devise a comprehensive 
disaster response plan in the face of limited resources and other economic woes.

Authorities have also been under huge pressure to prevent Manchar Lake – Pakistan’s biggest - from overflowing, with the 
UN warning of a major humanitarian crisis if the lake bursts its banks, flooding more towns. Efforts have involved widening the 
breach at Manchar Lake to lower water levels. Officials confirmed that water levels had finally begun to recede on Wednesday; 
however, response teams are still racing to rescue thousands of people who have become stranded in remote, hard-to-reach 
areas. Some towns have become entirely cut-off, such as Johi, which has reportedly been completely surrounded by flood water 
after local residents built an embankment around the town to divert water away from residential areas. The chief of Pakistan’s 
National Disaster Management Agency indicated that the unprecedented flooding – which came off the back of major heatwaves 
- reflected the harsh realities of climate change. The country has received nearly 190 percent more rainfall between July and 
August than the 30-year average, while the southern Sindh and Balochistan provinces have respectively recorded 466 percent 
and 436 percent more rain than the 30-year average. Although the country produces less than one percent of global greenhouse 
gas emissions, its mix of mountainous and coastal geography makes it extremely vulnerable to climate change, with global 
warming contributing significantly to extreme rainfall and flooding in the region.

Aid workers have reiterated warnings that a severe, widespread lack of clean drinking water has contributed towards an 
increase in the spread of diseases in relief camps. Waterborne diseases have been of particular concern, including dengue, 
malaria, cholera, and diarrhoea, with potentially deadly consequences. About a third of the total number of fatalities are 
understood to be children and the UN children’s agency, Unicef, has highlighted that more children are at risk of dying from 
disease due to the shortage of clean water. UN agencies have coordinated increased aid efforts, including establishing an ‘air 
bridge’ to deliver aid directly from Dubai. On top of this, food supplies and medical facilities have also been impacted. In total, the 
floods have caused damage amounting to an estimated cost of around £8.5 billion ($10bn). Many are now facing food shortages 
as nearly half of the country’s crops and livestock have been destroyed, while the World Health Organization (WHO) said more 
than 1,460 health centres have been damaged. WHO spokesman Tarik Jasarevic warned that waterborne diseases, alongside 
those already circulating, such as Covid-19, HIV, and polio, are all at risk of rapid outbreak amongst displaced communities and 
relief camps.

The country was already suffering from an economic crisis and has launched an appeal for aid in light of the natural disaster, 
urging an “immense humanitarian response”. The UN and Pakistan have jointly issued an appeal for $160m in emergency funding. 
The damage caused to crops and livestock will have a major impact on the country’s economy, as the agricultural sector makes 
up 22.7 percent of Pakistan’s gross domestic product (GDP). As Pakistan continues to struggle with rapidly-shrinking foreign 
exchange reserves and record high inflation, the impact of the flooding on the agrictultural and manufacturing industries is 
anticipated to set the country’s economy back significantly, forcing it to import more than it can export in the face of domestic 
shortages – resulting in broader, long-term economic loss, which will have a knock-on effect on the cost of living in the country. 
Meanwhile, Islamabad faces a more immediate economic challenge to deliver on promises to raise taxes and impose austerity 
measures in line with the terms of its bailout package from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) – a tall ask in the face of 
increased emergency spending on relief and disaster response, paired with depleted domestic revenue and GDP.
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Afghanistan
16 August 2022: Taliban members held hostage amid 
Panjshir clash
Dozens of Taliban members have allegedly been captured 
and taken hostage amid recent fighting with National 
Resistance Front (NRF) members in the Panjshir province. 
According to unconfirmed reports, three Taliban members 
are said to have been injured, while around 40 others are 
claimed to have been captured by NRF members following 
clashes in the Anaba area of Panjshir’s Tawakh district on 
Monday.  It’s been reported that the violence broke out in 
the Arezoo Valley, where the two sides clashed during the 
late hours.

Myanmar
16 August 2022: Twenty soldiers killed in Loikaw clashes
At least 20 junta soldiers are reported to have been killed 
in a recent clashes which apparently occurred in Loikaw, 
Kayah.  According to reports, the first clash occurred at a 
military camp near the Loi Ko-Shah Tow road, where 
members of the Karenni Army area alleged to have 
launched an attack, killing at least 19 junta personnel. 
Following this, a second incident is purported to have taken 
place, in which a separate local defence force allegedly 
ambushed junta forces in another nearby attack, killing one 
soldier, before fleeing the scene.

South Korea
17 August 2022: Cruise missiles fired into Yellow Sea
Cruise missiles have apparently have been fired into the 
Yellow Sea ahead of joint US-South Korea military drills. The 
launches come as South Korea and the US are kicking off 
preliminary joint drills in preparation for major joint 
exercises set to be held next week. The tests are North 
Korea’s first cruise missile launches - which are banned 
under UN sanctions - since January. The missiles were fired 
from Onchon in South Pyongyan.

Thailand
17 August 2022: Arson attacks and explosions hit multiple 
southern areas
Several explosions and arson attacks have seemingly 
targeted multiple locations in the southern regions of 
Thailand. Some 17 places were apparently hit by 
coordinated attacks, resulting in at least seven people being 
injured. The attacks occurred overnight, targeting 
convenience stores and a gas station across three 
provinces: Yala, Narathiwat, and Pattani. No immediate 
claim of responsibility has been made for the attacks; 
however, local authorities suspect separatist insurgents are 
behind them.

Cambodia
18 August 2022: Gunfight reported in Phnom Penh
A gunfire has allegedly broken out between police officers 
and suspected criminals in the capital city, Phnom Penh. 
The exchange of fire apparently took place on Tuesday 
evening, at around 22:20 local time near the Midtown 
Community Mall market in the Khan Sen Sok area of the 
city. It’s claimed police were dispatched to the area in 
response to reports of a suspected armed robbery. Upon 
arrival, police officers quickly became engaged in a shootout 
with two suspects, who managed to flee the scene 
unharmed. No casualties have been reported amongst 
police personnel.

Taiwan
19 August 2022: Eight Chinese aircraft violate Taiwanese 
airspace
Eight Chinese military aircraft have apparently violated 
Taiwan’s airspace. The latest aerial incursion reportedly saw 
four Chinese JH-7 jets, two SU-30 jets, and two J-11 jets 
cross the median line of the Taiwan Strait on Friday 
afternoon. The incursion allegedly occurred whilst a total of 
17 Chinese military aircraft and six naval ships were 
conducting exercises in the strait.

Philippines
19 August 2022: Soldier killed in NPA clash, Apayao
A Filipino security forces soldier has apparently been killed, 
while another soldier has also been injured amid a recent 
clash with suspected New People’s Army (NPA) rebels in 
Apayao. The armed clash allegedly took place on Thursday 
afternoon, shortly before 13:00 local time, near the town 
of Kabugao, between the villages of Lenneng (aka Liyyeng) 
and Katablangan.

India
22 August 2022: Himachal Pradesh floods kill 22
At least 22 people have reportedly been killed, while 
another 12 people have been injured and six others are 
understood to be missing amid recent floods and landslides 
in Himachal Pradesh. According to reports, the casualties 
have been incurred amid major flash floods and landslides 
which have been triggered by heavy downpours in the 
region over the weekend. At least 36 separate incidents of 
floods and landslides have been recorded, with the Mandi 
district identified as the worst-hit area. Widespread 
travel disruption has been reported, with multiple key 
access roads submerged or blocked.
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As of Tuesday 6 September, the UK has a new prime minister. Liz Truss was announced the winner of the Conservative 
leadership election earlier this week and has been officially installed as Boris Johnson’s replacement after travelling to 
Balmoral in Scotland to meet the Queen on Tuesday – just two days before her majesty passed away. Truss’ win came after 
a summer of intense campaigning to Conservative Party members, as she went up against ex-Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Rishi Sunak. 

Outgoing Johnson called on the Conservative Party to unite behind Truss in his farewell speech on Tuesday morning, as 
Truss and her newly appointed government face the mammoth task of confronting spiralling energy costs. Widespread 
concern over the rapid rate at which household energy bills are rising dominated the last half of the campaign period, as 
industry calculations predicted that a typical household’s gas and electricity bill is set to rise from £1,971 to £3,549 in 
October. Truss faces immediate pressure to announce a comprehensive response to the crisis. On Thursday, Truss 
announced plans to cap average household energy bills at £2,500 a year from October. The proposed cap is around 
£1,000 lower than the expected October energy cap level. Speaking in the Commons, Truss said the support will last for 
two years, emphasising that now is “the moment to be bold”. 

Businesses will also receive a support package for six months, while ‘vulnerable industries’ may see extended support 
measures. Experts have called on Truss to present a longer-term solution amid fears that a drawn-out war in Ukraine and 
wider global economic downturn could put excessive strain on UK businesses and households for a sustained length of 
time. Truss’ energy supply plan addresses this, aiming to make the UK a net energy exporter by 2040, by lifting a ban 
on fracking and expanding nuclear and renewable energy generation. Former PM Theresa May has praised Truss’s swift 
energy bills response and energy security action, stating that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine had highlighted “the necessity of 
us having our own energy security”, while opposition leader Keir Starmer criticised the plan, saying doubling down on fossil 
fuels was a “ludicrous” answer to the energy crisis.

Whereas in a general election, where the party is elected with a leader already positioned to assume the role of prime 
minister, when there’s a change in leadership mid-term, the party’s members ultimately get to decide who will lead the 
country’s government. Despite the role of PM becoming more like that of the US president in recent decades, in the way 
that a party leader’s character, or political ‘persona’, is increasingly influential in securing votes for their party, the PM 
remains an indirectly elected position. This means that they campaign as a mouthpiece for the party and the electorate 
vote based on the party’s mandate, not the individual politician’s mandate. Therefore, when a party leader resigns, the 
party retains the electoral mandate to stay in government, with new leadership falling to members to vote on.

The Queen’s death
Following the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in Balmoral on Thursday, Truss’ first week in office has been unlike 
any other recent Prime Minister’s in living memory, with the closest comparison being that of Tony Blair, who came into 
office four months before the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, in 1997. In Blair’s case, his public reaction to the passing 
of Diana shaped the electorate’s view of him as a leader and it’s likely Truss’ reaction may play an equally pivotal role in her 
public image. The last PM to pay tribute to a late monarch was Sir Winston Churchill in 1952, who struck a chord with the 
public when he hailed Elizabeth II’s father, George VI, as “a Prince far beyond the many realms over which he reigned”. In 
an initial tribute to the late Queen, Truss described her as “one of the greatest leaders the world has ever known” and “the 
rock on which modern Britain was built”.

EUROPE
UK: Tory members put trust in Truss
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Pictured with the Queen in the last photos taken of Her Majesty last Tuesday, the beginning of Liz Truss’ tenure has seen 
her thrust into a central role in Royal proceedings, as the country mourns the passing of its longest-reigning monarch, who 
is succeeded by her eldest son, King Charles III. As Prime Minister and head of His Majesty’s government, Truss must now 
play an integral role in helping facilitate a transition to a new head of state, temporarily side-lining the pressing government 
issues – such as the energy crisis - which had dominated the leadership contest, as the government observes a 10-day 
period of official mourning. During this period, parliament will adjourn, and no government announcements or ministerial 
speeches will be made. This period of mourning will have a direct impact on her plans for an emergency budget, which the 
new government had hoped to deliver before the end of September, in which new chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng was 
anticipated to announce details of major tax cuts and a cap on energy bills.

As Liz Truss takes over from Johnson and takes on the Conservative leadership, she becomes the first Prime Minister of 
the new Carlian era. While Truss navigates the unexpected flurry of royal procedure in the days leading up to Her 
Majesty’s state funeral on Monday 19th September, she must also continue preparatory work behind the scenes, to ensure 
her newly selected government is ready to tackle the imminent cost of living crisis as we emerge from the Covid-19 
pandemic and deal with the impact of the war in Ukraine. Truss only has a year to establish the public’s trust in her 
leadership and demonstrate her ability to successfully shepherd the country into this new era, whilst delivering a coherent 
economic plan which aims to limit the impact of various crises. She must also provide the country with stability and 
continuity at a time when a figure who has been so constant in the lives of so many has died. It is an unprecedented 
position to be in; how she handles the next few months will define her legacy along with her chances in the next general 
election, which is only two years away.
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Serbia
15 August 2022: West Nile virus fatality confirmed in 
Belgrade
A fatal case of infection of the West Nile virus has been 
confirmed in a patient in the capital city of Belgrade. The 
death has been confirmed by local health authorities, which 
also stated that an additional 11 severe cases of the virus 
had also been detected in the city. Like Zika and Dengue, 
the West Nile virus is primarily transmitted by mosquitoes. 
Symptoms include a fever, headaches, body aches, skin 
rashes, and swollen glands.

Sweden
19 August 2022: Two shot at Malmo shopping centre
Two people have been wounded in a shooting at a 
shopping centre in Malmo. Armed police responded to the 
incident at the Emporia centre on Friday evening. “The 
police are at the scene with a large amount of resources 
and the location has been cordoned off,” said local police in 
a statement. No arrests have been reported so far.

Spain
22 August 2022: Andalusia coast guard rescues 22 migrants
The Spanish coast guard teams based out of Andalusia have 
reportedly rescued some 22 migrants who were stranded in 
two vessels out at sea. The first migrant boat was 
apparently located some 13km south of Malaga on Monday 
morning before being intercepted by coast guards. 
Meanwhile, a second vessel was discovered a short while 
later around 30km off the coast of Almeria.

UK
23 August 2022: Young girl shot dead in Liverpool
A nine-year-old girl has been confirmed dead following a 
late-night shooting in the Dovecot area of Liverpool. The 
fatal shooting incident occurred on Monday evening. It’s 
understood the girl’s mother opened her front door 
after hearing gunshots outside, at which point a man being 
pursued by the gunman barged his way in. According to 
reports, the assailant fired shots at the doorway, hitting the 
young girl in the chest, and her mother in the wrist. The 
man who had forced his way in was also hit and injured. 

Belarus
26 August 2022: Poland accuses Belarus of WW2 grave 
destruction
Poland has accused Russian ally Belarus of destroying a 
WW2 grave containing the remains of Polish resistance 
fighters. The Polish Foreign Ministry blamed Minsk for 
the alleged razing of a memorial containing the graves of 
anti-communist Polish soldiers who died battling Soviet 

soldiers. The memorial was located in a cemetery in the 
Surkonty area of neighbouring Belarus. The allegations – 
based on reports from the Polish minority in Belarus – came 
a day after Warsaw announced the demolition of a 
monument to Soviet Red Army soldiers in south-western 
Poland.

Belgium
30 August 2022: Hauts-de-France police shooting kills one
A police shooting incident which occurred in the 
Neuville-en-Ferrain area of Hauts-de-France on Tuesday 
has apparently left at least one suspect dead. According to 
local reports, the incident happened during the early hours 
of the morning, at around 03:00 local time near the 
Tourcoing area, where the suspect allegedly rammed a 
police officer at a vehicular checkpoint, prompting the 
officer to open fire. Investigations remain ongoing.

Greece
31 August 2022: Five injured amid clashes with police in 
Thessaloniki
At least five people have reportedly been injured amid 
recent clashes with police outside a factory in Thessaloniki. 
The clashes allegedly took place on Wednesday morning in 
front of the Malamatina winery and factory, where workers 
have apparently launched a strike, which is set to continue 
for another two weeks. It’s believed the violence broke out 
amid demonstrations, prompting police intervention.

Germany
31 August 2022: Arson attack targets Leipzig daycare 
centre
An arson attack has apparently targeted a children’s daycare 
centre in Leipzig, Saxony. The incident reportedly occurred 
over the weekend in the Kandlerstrasse area of Leipzig’s 
Lausen-Grunau. Several refugee children had apparently 
been enrolled at the centre, sparking concern their 
enrolment may have motivated the attack, in which no 
casualties have been reported.

Netherlands
31 August 2022: Farmers demonstrate in Antwerp
Some 500 farmers have gathered to stage a demonstration 
in Antwerp, to protest against the government’s nitrogen 
plan. According to reports, the demonstration has been held 
in the town centre of Hoogstraten on Monday evening. The 
protest has been described as having been mostly peaceful. 
Further such demonstrations over the issue remain 
possible.
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Hopes for the latest attempt to restore the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and Western powers appear to be fading. The 
UK, France and Germany have questioned Iran’s commitment to the talks, claiming that its demands were preventing talks 
from resuming in the Austrian capital, Vienna. Meanwhile, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IEAE) said that Iran’s 
nuclear stockpiles were increasing, and it could not verify whether Tehran’s nuclear programme was exclusively for civilian 
purposes.

Iran and six Western countries agreed to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in 2015, limiting Iran’s nuclear 
programme in exchange for the removal of sanctions. However, in May 2018 former US President Donald Trump pulled 
out of the deal and reimposed sanctions; in response, Iran increased its nuclear enrichment far beyond the levels set out 
in the JCPOA. After Joe Biden succeeded Trump as US President in 2021, his administration expressed intentions to revive 
the agreement, but only if Iran committed to curbing its nuclear ambitions. After 18 months of negotiations, there were 
reports that a breakthrough would be reached as recently as last month, but then the two sides reached an impasse.

At the start of September, Iran sent a formal reply to the “final text” prepared by the European Union (EU). They included 
demands that the US will not withdraw again under a Republican president and the removal of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC) from Washington’s terrorist list. Tehran is also at odds with the IEAE, which in 2019 found enriched 
uranium at three sites which had not been disclosed as nuclear facilities. Iran said the agency was “politicized” and would 
need to drop any probe into the findings before they would return to the deal.

Another factor at play is domestic politics in the US, alongside further elections in its key regional ally, Israel. Jerusalem has 
remained vehemently opposed to the JCPOA throughout the premiership of Benjamin Netanyahu and his recent 
successors, Naftali Bennett and the current PM Yair Lapid.  During a recent meeting with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, 
Lapid detailed Israeli intelligence that they claimed proved that Iran was “cheating” over its nuclear programme. Israel is 
also using its influence to pressure senators and Congress members in the US to oppose an agreement with Iran. With 
midterm elections in November, President Biden could be tempted to stall any talks with Tehran until later in the year.

On Friday, the US imposed fresh sanctions on Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence and Security after accusing them of
involvement in a cyberattack on Albania. Tirana severed diplomatic relations with Tehran and ordered diplomatic staff 
to leave the country. Prime Minister Edi Rama said there was “incontrovertible evidence” that Iran hired four groups to 
conduct an attack in mid-July. The incident affected several Albanian government digital services and websites, although 
the government said the attack “failed its purposes” and that all systems were restored. Iran rejected the allegations as 
“baseless.” A further attack was reported over the weekend that targeted Albania’s Total Information Management System 
(TIMS), which is used to track people entering and leaving the country. PM Rama said the “same aggressors” were 
responsible for the latest breach. The removal of sanctions could, argue Iran’s critics, allow it to increase funding for its 
proxies. Yet without a deal, the risk of Iran developing nuclear weapons could soon become a reality. 

MENA
Iran: Hopes fade over nuclear talks
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Yemen
15 August 2022: Scores killed by flooding across Yemen
At least 91 people have been killed by flooding across 
central and northern Yemen, according to the Houthi rebel 
group. “More than 24,624 families have been affected by 
the floods in all provinces,” spokesman Talaat al-Sharjabi 
told the Houthi-run Al-Masirah TV. The worst affected 
areas are Sanaa, Ibb, Dhamar, Saada, Hajjah, and Al-Jawf. 
The latest deaths come after flooding was reported in Marib 
and Hodeidah earlier this month.

Morocco
17 August 2022: Bus crash kills 23 near Casablanca
At least 23 people have been killed after a bus crashed 
near Casablanca. The vehicle overturned on a motorway in 
Khouribga province on Wednesday morning while travelling 
to the Ait Attab region. A further 36 people were wounded 
in the accident; they have been transported to hospital for 
treatment.

Palestinian Authority
18 August 2022: Palestinian man shot dead in Nablus raid
A Palestinian man has been shot dead during an Israeli raid 
in the occupied West Bank. Wassem Nasr Khalifa, 20, was 
shot dead during clashes on the outskirts of Nablus on 
Thursday. Israeli troops launched the operation to secure 
the entry of Jewish settlers to the site of Joseph’s Tomb in 
the early hours of the morning. Several Israeli raids have 
also been reported on the offices of civil society and human 
rights groups in the town of Ramallah. They include the 
Defence for Children International and the Union of Health 
Work Committees (UHWC).

Algeria
18 August 2022: Forest fires kill 26 in northern Algeria
At least 26 people have been killed in forest fires in 
northern Algeria. Interior Minister Kamel Beldjoud said 24 
deaths have been recorded in El Tarf, while a mother and 
daughter have died in Setif. The civil protection agency 
said firefighters are currently battling 16 fires in El Tarf with 
the support of specialist aircraft. A prolonger period of dry 
weather has caused multiple wildfires across the 
Mediterranean in Europe, including major fires in Portugal 
and southern France.

Turkey
20 August 2022: Fifteen killed in bus crash
At least 15 people have been killed and 22 others wounded 
in a crash in south-eastern Turkey. Davut Gul, governor of 
Gaziantep province, said a bus crashed into an ambulance, a 
firefighting truck and another passenger bus. The 

incident occurred on the Tarsus-Adana-Gaziantep Highway 
on Saturday morning.

Qatar
24 August 2022: Migrant workers deported after protests
Qatar has deported migrant workers after they protested 
over unpaid wages. A group of more than 60 workers took 
part in a rally outside the offices of the Al Bandary 
International Group in Doha earlier this month. In a 
statement, the government said the workers had been 
deported for breaching security laws. The incident comes 
three months before Qatar hosts the FIFA World Cup. The 
decision to award the competition to the country sparked 
criticism of Qatar’s human rights record, particularly in 
relation to migrant workers involved in the construction of 
stadiums and other infrastructure projects.

Libya
30 August 2022: Dozens killed following clashes in Tripoli
Libya’s health ministry says that at least 32 people were 
killed and 159 were injured during clashes in Tripoli on 
Saturday. Fighting broke out between rival militias in the 
evening local time and continued into the evening. Militias 
supporting the Government of National Unity  (GNU) and 
forces backing rival Prime Minister Fathi Bashagha 
exchanged gunfire amid a power standoff between the two 
factions. Tensions have been high in Libya since 
February when Bashagha was appointed prime minister 
by the eastern parliament based in Tobruk. Prime Minister 
Abdul Hamid al-Dabaiba, head of the UN-backed GNU in 
Tripoli, has since refused to cede power. Saturday’s clashes 
are the worst violence Tripoli has experienced in two years, 
prompting fears of a renewed civil war.

Iraq
30 August 2022: Several killed during clashes in Baghdad
At least 15 people were killed and dozens of others were 
injured during clashes in Baghdad on Monday. The fighting 
broke out between Iraqi security forces and supporters of 
Moqtada al-Sadr, a prominent Shia cleric, after Sadr 
announced his retirement from politics. Protesters stormed 
the presidential palace and exchanged gunfire with security 
forces around the capital’s Green Zone. Sources say Iran 
has closed its borders with Iraq and Kuwait has advised its 
citizens to leave the country due to the clashes. A 
nationwide curfew has been announced in response to the 
unrest.
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