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Monday 30 August saw a moment in history unfold in Afghanistan, as the last US service member withdrew following a 
20-year presence in the war-torn country. A US military C-17 carried the last American troops out of Afghanistan –
marking a formal end to the longest war in US history as the plane took off, one minute before the 31 August deadline set 
by US President Joe Biden. On the ground, some 100-200 Americans have been left behind, along with tens of thousands 
of Afghan allies.

The US had come under intense international pressure to push for an extension of the deadline in recent weeks; 
however, proposals were firmly rejected by the Taliban and last week’s deadly suicide bombing at Kabul airport 
demonstrated the unprecedented risk posed by security threats amid the then ongoing evacuation efforts. It’s believed 
more than 180 fatalities have been confirmed following the attack, which was claimed by the Islamic State in Khorasan 
(IS-K). Among those killed include 13 US service personnel and more than 160 civilians. Western intelligence had cited the 
increased risk of imminent attack and urged people to stay away unless specifically called to the airport; however, the fatal 
impact of the bombing was still huge. 

Defending the US’ decision to withdraw by the deadline, Biden called the airlift operation an “extraordinary success”, 
stating more than 120,000 Americans, Afghans, and other allies had been safely extracted. Of those left behind, Biden 
clarified many were dual citizens, some with deep familial roots in Afghanistan – thereby complicating their ability to leave. 
“I was not going to extend this forever war”, stated Biden whilst addressing the US from the White House on Tuesday, 
adding: “And I was not going to extend a forever exit”. Biden has been vocal in his view that the US withdrawal from 
Afghanistan could have been carried out 10 years ago, following the killing of Osama bin Laden – a move which 
significantly lessened the international al-Qaeda threat. However, many American politicians have lambasted Biden’s 
execution of the US exit from Afghanistan as one of the country’s biggest failures in global responsibility. Responding to 
those calling for a continued US military presence in Afghanistan, Biden argued he saw no vital benefit to national 
interest by staying in the country and claimed the US’ withdrawal from Afghanistan could never be carried out without 
some degree of difficulty or violence, regardless of the timing or security situation there. 

In the days following the deadly Kabul airport bombing, a US drone strike in Kabul targeting a suspected IS-K suicide 
bomber reportedly claimed the lives of 10 Afghan civilians – a family, including seven children. While the US has refused 
to confirm reports of civilian casualties, the drone strike nevertheless further fuelled widespread criticism of a botched US 
withdrawal.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has been tasked with coordinating an international team to hold the Taliban to 
account in the days, weeks, and months to come. The aim of the partnership is to hold a Taliban-led government to the 
group’s promises to the international community of preventing Afghanistan from being used for terrorism, as well as their 
more recent vow to allow safe passage to Americans and other foreigners wishing to leave the country. Heeding advice to 
judge the Taliban by their actions, not their words, Biden stated his administration was entering into negotiations with the 
intention of utilising leverage to ensure the Taliban’s actions mean those commitments are met.

ASIA
AFGHANISTAN: The Return of the Taliban
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The Biden administration has been clear: the US’ physical departure from Afghanistan doesn’t mean the US will abandon 
all involvement and responsibility going forward. The US government has a duty to Afghans to ensure the population aren’t 
left in a ticking time bomb scenario. As the Taliban teeter on the brink of civil war with resistance forces accumulating in 
the Panjshir Valley, it’s crucial that the international community – especially the US – exert all bargaining power and use all 
leverage possible to hold the newly-formed Taliban government to its promises.

Land borders and airports
Following the departure of the foreign forces from Kabul airport, routes out of the country have now been further 
restricted to land crossings. Until the Taliban have the capital’s airport up and running again – a task which they’ve 
requested Turkey’s assistance in – many have sought to flee the Taliban overland, to neighbouring countries.

Qatar is also understood to be involved in talks between the Taliban and Turkey regarding technical support to resume 
operations at Kabul airport. If an agreement is reached, it could see humanitarian assistance and civilian airlift operations 
facilitated. The US is also understood to have engaged in discussions about efforts alongside Turkey and Qatar to re-open 
the capital’s airport – something which is fundamentally necessary for getting critical humanitarian aid into the country, as 
well as evacuating those at risk out of the country.

While the task of getting Kabul airport up and running again remains at the top of the agenda, broader international 
efforts are also underway to secure safe passage through third countries for those wishing to leave Afghanistan. Over the 
weekend, the Taliban reportedly gave domestic airlines the green light to resume internal flights, while Kabul airport 
received its first international flight under Taliban rule.

Since then, reports have emerged of chartered evacuation flights becoming stranded – unable to leave the country for 
days. Conflicting reports have surfaced as to why flights have been stuck. Officials at Mazar-i-Sharif airport claim the 
planes were full of Afghan nationals – many without passports or visas, resulting in delays. However, US politicians have 
made claims the planes contain American citizens, and that the Taliban were refusing to let the flights leave – 
effectively “holding them hostage”. Marina LeGree, CEO of NGO Ascend Athletics, confirmed her organisation has a group 
of 34 people who have been waiting six days to leave, including 19 Americans and two green card holders. LeGree 
said a number of planes are believed to be waiting to take off from the airport. Unconfirmed reports suggest there has 
been a dispute between the Taliban and Afghan airline Kam Air, while others have claimed the Taliban are allegedly seeking 
something in exchange for allowing the flights to leave. Several arrests have also allegedly been made by Taliban fighters - 
purportedly targeting would-be passengers and hauling them off the waiting planes.
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Meanwhile, the situation at border crossings has continued to develop. Since the closure of Kabul airport, thousands have 
flocked to already crowded border crossing points. At Torkham - a major border crossing with Pakistan just east of the 
Khyber Pass - Pakistani sources have described large crowds waiting on the Afghanistan side for the gate to be opened. 
Taliban fighters reportedly patrol the Afghan side, coordinating with the Pakistani border authorities amid increasingly 
strained conditions. Some unconfirmed reports claim that in some cases, Pakistani officials have decided whether or not 
severe medical cases are granted permission to cross the border. No Afghans without valid documents are allowed to pass 
– resulting in an increase in illegal efforts to sneak people over, including cases of children hiding in trucks.

Thousands also gathered at the Islam Qala post on the border with Iran. Elsewhere, Uzbekistan’s land border with 
northern Afghanistan has remained closed. The Uzbeki government has said it will provide assistance to Afghans in transit 
to Germany by air, once flights resume.

Last week, the UN Security Council (UNSC) called on the Taliban to permit safe passage for those seeking to leave. The 
UNSC however, did not mention the creation of a safe zone - a step backed by France and others. UK officials have stated 
that the Taliban’s willingness to cooperate on border crossings is an important “first test” of the group’s relationship with 
the West. US Under Secretary of State, Victoria Nuland, stated that – following the US exit from Afghanistan - the Biden 
administration is “looking at all possible options – air routes, land routes to continue to find ways for them to help 
evacuate and to support them in that”. Nuland refused to share further details regarding possible land routes, citing the 
risk of potentially worsening the security situation at crossing points.

Taliban government announcement
The Taliban are preparing to announce the details of what an ‘inclusive’ Taliban-led government for Afghanistan will look 
like. Taliban official Ahmadullah Muttaqi has indicated a ceremony is set to take place at the presidential palace in Kabul 
imminently. The announcement of what the Taliban government will look like has been delayed, largely due to the group’s 
unpreparedness to be in governance so soon after launching their lightning offensive last month. Amid mounting global 
pressure for an inclusive and more tolerant Taliban government, and a unique set of geopolitical and economic concerns, 
the Taliban may find it difficult to govern successfully without international aid and recognition.

The Taliban’s supreme leader, Haibatullah Akhundzada, is expected to have ultimate power over a new governing 
12-member council, with both a president and a prime minister below him, who would lead the council and run the 
country under his authority. Akhundzada has three deputies: Mawlavi Yaqoob, son of the movement’s late founder Mullah 
Omar; Sirajuddin Haqqani, leader of the powerful Haqqani network; and Abdul Ghani Baradar, one of the founding 
members of the group. The makeup of the new government still remains uncertain – a week on from when news of 
what the government would look like had initially been anticipated. It’s believed heated debate between hardliners in the 
Islamist movement and those wanting to pursue a more inclusive line has impeded the process. Baradar recently informed 
journalists the new administration would include all factions of Afghans and would aim to provide security for all ethnic 
communities.

The Taliban ran their previous government under an unelected leadership council which brutally enforced their radical 
interpretation of Sharia law from 1996 to 2001. Since then, the Taliban have attempted to present a more reformed, 
compassionate, and modern image to the world – promising to protect human rights and refrain from reprisals. The group 
has pledged a government that is representative of the country’s complex ethnic makeup and have promised to allow 
women to work and get an education. 

International observers and experts have cast doubt over the Taliban’s commitment to these assurances – something that 
global recognition and subsequently international economic aid will be contingent upon. European Union representatives 
have already stated that Taliban leadership in Afghanistan will not be formally recognised unless it meets certain 
conditions, including the formation of an inclusive government, respect for human rights, and guaranteed safe access for 
aid workers.

Women will be allowed to attend university in single-sex classes and will be required to wear a long robe and face 
veil – as opposed to the burqa. Following initial reports that women would be allowed to return to work, some Taliban 
leaders issued contradictory advice, warning that women should stay at home until proper systems had been set up to 
prepare men for women returning to the workplace. There have also been protests, led by women, who have called for 
female representation in the Taliban government – something which, considering the group’s lack of structure for women 
in government offices, is thought unlikely for the time being. Since last week, further statements have urged all 
government workers, including women, to return to offices – leaving many feeling conflicted. 
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Reports of female protesters and journalists being mistreated at a women’s rights demonstration in Kabul on Saturday 
have further fuelled uncertainty. The Taliban claim four men who allegedly hit protesters and held journalists at gunpoint 
to break up the demonstration have since been arrested; however, news of the arrests have done little to quell growing 
concerns after Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid refused to guarantee safety for protesters: “It’s not a time for 
protest as [Taliban control] is new and all offices are closed. And we witnessed the airport explosions, insecurity will occur. 
They should be patient and wait for the government to be established, then they can have demands. We ask people to not 
cause disruption for themselves and the authorities.”

Over the weekend, reports also emerged of a female police officer being shot dead in her home in Ghor. The incident was 
apparently a targeted killing by Taliban insurgents which took place in front of her relatives. The killing is just the latest 
in multiple accounts of alleged reprisal killings across the country, despite Taliban reassurances that they wouldn’t seek 
revenge. 

The mixed messages are reflective of a Taliban leadership finding its feet as it struggles to transition from an armed 
uprising to being in government amid a host of challenges, for which it is overwhelmingly underprepared and 
underqualified to deal with, including critical humanitarian needs.

Panjshir resistance
In Panjshir, the last anti-Taliban bastion, resistance forces continued to hold out since the Taliban took the capital on 15 
August; however, heavy fighting between the two sides is understood to have escalated in the last seven days after initial 
negotiations broke down last week. Another round of talks held at the weekend also failed to achieve any tangible results – 
leading to intensified fighting between the National Resistance Front (NRF) and Taliban forces.

The valley lies between two stretches of mountains, north of Kabul, and has a history of rebellion against Taliban rule. 
Under the late resistance leader, Ahmad Shah Massoud, the region resisted both the Soviet Army and the previous 
Taliban government. Geographically, the region is difficult to attack – making it an important base for the resistance; 
however, between 1996 and 2001, the maintenance of supply routes north out of the region to bordering areas was key 
to the resistance’s survival. These routes leading to Panjshir were allegedly captured and closed off by the Taliban when the 
group dramatically swept to power last month, although the Taliban has denied reports of road blockages.



The NRF comprises of several resistance groups loyal to Massoud, along with the remnants of the Afghan military, which 
reportedly retreated into the valley with a range of equipment and weaponry. Over the weekend, the Taliban issued a 
statement, claiming to have captured all districts of Panjshir. While the NRF admitted to having suffered considerable 
losses amid heavy clashes, they also rejected the Taliban’s claim, insisting NRF forces have retaken Paryan district and 
remained stationed at “strategic positions” throughout the region. The NRF allege to have surrounded thousands of Taliban 
in the Khawak Pass area and claim Taliban fighters have abandoned vehicles and equipment in the Dashte Rewak area. 
Reports from the region also suggest NRF forces are claiming to have captured some 1,500 Taliban on Sunday. However, 
Taliban spokesperson Bilal Karimi claimed their forces had fought their way into the provincial capital, Bazarak, capturing 
large quantities of weapons and ammunition, whilst also inflicting significant casualties on opposition forces.

Ahmed Massoud, son of Ahmad Shah Massoud and current leader of the NRF, announced on Sunday that he would 
welcome proposals from religious scholars and clerics for a negotiated settlement to end fighting. In a post on social media, 
Massoud said: “The NRF in principle agree to solve the current problems and put an immediate end to the fighting and 
continue negotiations. (…) To reach a lasting peace, the NRF is ready to stop fighting on condition that the Taliban also 
stop their attacks and military movements on Panjshir and Andarab”. In exchange, the NRF has seemingly offered to halt all 
military action. If the Taliban were to accept the proposal, a joint meeting could be held with the Ulema council of religious 
scholars – who have reportedly called on the Taliban to agree to a peaceful settlement. Scholars have warned that, in the 
absence of the foreign occupation, the Taliban’s fight risks evolving into one based on ethnic and regional differences.

There are growing concerns for an estimated 150,000 – 200,000 people who lived inside the valley, who have since 
become cut off from the outside world amid the intense fighting. All communications have been cut off and the Taliban are 
also believed to have cut off power to the region. Due to the circumstances, it has become increasingly difficult to obtain 
independent verification of developments. Both sides have continued to issue contradictory claims and have both blamed 
the other for failed talks. Former Vice President Amrullah Saleh, who escaped to Panjshir to join the resistance, has warned 
of an imminent humanitarian crisis, with potentially tens of thousands “displaced by the Taliban onslaught”. It’s also claimed 
that thousands of vulnerable civilians are now struggling without regular supplies coming into the region, due to alleged 
road blockages by the Taliban.
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Myanmar
01 August 2021: State of emergency extended, coup leader 
named PM
The leader of February’s coup, Gen Min Aung Hlaing, has 
named himself prime minister and extended the state of 
emergency to August 2023. He promised to hold a “free 
and fair multi-party election” but denounced the former 
ruling party as “terrorists.” More than 1,000 people are 
estimated to have died in the protests that have erupted 
in the six months since the military seized power, while the 
country has also faced a sharp rise in Covid-19 cases.

Thailand
02 August 2021: Nationwide anti-government protests held 
Nationwide anti-government protests are being held in 
Thailand. The demonstrations are the latest manifestation 
of a long-running anti-government protest movement 
which initially started in 2019 over strict laws 
criminalising slights against the monarchy, but was 
suppressed by Covid-19 lockdown restrictions. The most 
recent protests have highlighted criticism of the 
government’s alleged mishandling of the Covid-19 
pandemic. Protests held over the weekend saw 
participants gather at Bangkok’s Democracy Monument to 
march towards Don Mueang Airport. Further protests have 
also been held in Surat Thani, Nakhon Sawan, Nakhon 
Ratchasima, Phetchabun, Khon Kaen, Kanchanabri, and Tak.

Pakistan
04 August 2021: Police officer killed in North Waziristan 
shooting
A Pakistani police officer has apparently been shot dead 
following a recent crossfire in the North Waziristan area of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Reports indicate the shooting 
happened near Mir Ali on Wednesday. The officer was 
allegedly shot and critically injured by an unidentified armed 
assailant who managed to flee the scene immediately after 
the attack. No suspects have been identified and no arrests 
have been made so far as police investigations continue.

India
10 August 2021: Police officer kills journalist in Nandyala 
incident
A local journalist has apparently died after being critically 
wounding by a police officer with a knife in the Nandyala 
area of Andhra Pradesh. The stabbing reportedly occurred 
over the weekend, in Nandyala’s NGO Colony. It’s believed 
an altercation broke out between a local police constable 
and the journalist late on Sunday night, at around 23:00 
local time, resulting in the journalist’s death. The journalist 
had reportedly been working on a piece exposing illegal 

activities in Kurnool city. 

Australia
21 August 2021: Seven police officers wounded in 
anti-lockdown protests
Seven police officers have been wounded and more than 
250 people arrested during anti-lockdown protests across 
Australia. The largest rally was held in Melbourne, which 
went into lockdown earlier this month along with the 
capital, Canberra. Around 4,000 largely unmasked 
protesters gathered in the city and fired flares, while police 
officers used pepper spray on several people. Other 
demonstrations were also reported in Brisbane and Sydney.

Philippines
24 August 2021: Duterte to run for 2022 vice president
President Rodrigo Duterte has confirmed his intention to 
run as the ruling PDP-Laban party’s vice presidential 
candidate in next year’s elections. Duterte’s aide and 
incumbent senator Christopher Go is set to run as the 
presidential candidate. The move would lay the groundwork 
for Duterte to stay in power beyond term limitations, which 
restrict presidents to one six-year term - with Duterte’s 
term due to end by June next year. His vice presidential 
run is widely being interpreted by political observers as a 
backdoor to the presidency.

Indonesia
24 August 2021: KKB attack kills two in Papua
Two fatalities have been reported following a recent attack 
by suspected members of the Papua KKB terrorist group. 
The attack allegedly occurred in the Yahukimo regency of 
Papua on Sunday afternoon. The two victims have been 
identified as construction workers, who had been working 
in the Kribu area of Yahukimo when suspected KKB 
militants attacked them. The circumstances behind the 
attack have yet to be determined as investigations 
continue.

South Korea
25 August 2021: Highest-ever daily Covid-19 caseload 
reported in Seoul
Seoul has reported its highest-ever daily caseload increase 
of confirmed Covid-19 infections. Some 673 new cases 
have been diagnosed over the last 24-hour period - the 
highest single-day spike in cases recorded in the city since 
the start of the pandemic. Meanwhile, the total number of 
confirmed virus case nationwide has risen to 241,439 as of 
Wednesday 25 August, with the overall death toll climbing 
to 2,237.
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On Sunday morning heavy gunfire was reported near the Presidential Palace on the Kaloum peninsula of Conakry, Guinea’s 
capital. Several hours later a group of soldiers from the elite Special Forces Group (GFS), led by Lieutenant Colonel 
Mamady Doumbouya, announced on state television that they had arrested President Alpha Conde, dissolved his 
government and suspended the constitution. Guinea’s defence ministry issued a statement rejecting the claims, stating 
that forces loyal to the president had “contained the threat,” but by Sunday evening it was clear that Conde had been 
ousted. The country’s land and air borders were closed and a curfew was imposed, while groups of people took to the 
streets to celebrate the president’s downfall.

The soldiers, calling themselves the National Committee for Reconciliation and Development, said they had acted because 
of rampant corruption and poverty in the country. “Fellow countrymen, the social and economic situation of the country, 
the dysfunction of the republic’s institutions, the instrumentalization of the justice system, the disregard of the people’s 
rights, the disrespect of the democratic values, the constant politicisation of the public administration, poverty and 
endemic corruption has led Guinea’s republican army, through the National Committee for Rally and Development, to take 
responsibility towards the people of Guinea,” said Doumbouya, a 41-year-old former French legionary. “We call on our 
brothers in arms to unite in order to respond to the legitimate aspirations of the people of Guinea. We also invite everyone 
to stay in their bases and continue their usual activities, we will not make the same mistakes as in the past.”

Doumbouya organised a meeting on Monday morning with ministers and senior politicians, after which he announced that 
a new “union” government would be formed in a matter of weeks. He ordered former ministers to surrender their official 
vehicles and banned them from leaving the country, although he claimed that there would not be any witch-hunt against 
former officials. It is not clear if Conde, whose current location is unknown, will also escape retribution. Doumbouya said 
that mining companies should resume operations and that they were exempt from the nationwide curfew. Guinea is one of 
the largest suppliers of aluminium ore bauxite, and prices rose significantly on Monday due to concerns over the stability of 
the country following the coup.

Political tensions had been high in Guinea for over a year. President Conde, who first came to power in 2010, changed the 
constitution in March 2020 to allow him to reset term limits and win a controversial third term last October. Dozens of 
people were killed during demonstrations during and after the election, while hundreds of people were arrested and troops 
were sent to surround the house of his main rival, Cellou Dalein Diallo. At the end of August parliament voted to increase 
the budget for the presidency; however, a significant decrease was announced for civil servants and the security forces. 
Conde’s lurch towards authoritarianism made him an increasingly unpopular figure, and there appears to be cautious 
optimism in many quarters about the coup. Opposition figure Mamoudou Nagnalen Barry told the BBC that while a 
military takeover would not normally be welcomed, it was better than Guinea remaining in the grip of “one person who 
wants to stay in power forever.”

AFRICA
GUINEA: President Conde forced out in military coup
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Central African Republic
01 August 2021: Six civilians killed in rebel attack
Six civilians have been killed and several others wounded in 
a rebel attack in the north-east of the country. “This 
morning at dawn elements from the 3R (Return, 
Reclamation, Rehabilitation) launched a large-scale attack 
against Central African army positions in the village of 
Mann,” a spokesperson for the UN’s 12,000-strong 
MINUSCA mission told the AFP. Last week the UN Security 
Council extended an arms embargo for a further 12 months 
due to the “deteriorating” situation in the country.

Mali
01 August 2021: Former intelligence chief arrested over 
missing journalist
Mali’s former director of state security has been detained 
in connection with the disappearance of journalist Birama 
Toure. Moussa Diawara was charged with “complicity in 
kidnapping and abduction” along with criminal conspiracy. 
Karim Keita, the son of former President Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keita, has also been named as a suspect in the case. Toure, 
who worked for the investigative newspaper Le Sphinx, 
went missing in January 2016 and is presumed dead.

Niger
02 August 2021: Fifteen killed in Tillaberi attack
At least 15 soldiers have been killed in an attack in the 
Tillaberi region, close to the border with Mali. The defence 
ministry said seven soldiers were wounded and six others 
were missing following the attack, which took place in the 
Torodi area. Troops backed by air support have been 
deployed to the area to track down the militants.

Cameroon
03 August 2021: MSF announces withdrawal from North-
West region
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) has announced that it is 
withdrawing all of its staff from Cameroon’s North-West 
region. “We cannot stay any longer in a region where we are 
not allowed to provide care to people here,” said Emmanuel 
Lampaert, MSF’s operations coordinator for Central Africa. 
“Unfortunately, we cannot keep our staff on standby any 
longer, so we have no choice but to withdraw our teams.”

Mozambique
08 August 2021: Troops retake Mocimboa da Praia from 
militants
Troops from Mozambique and Rwanda have retaken the 
northern port city of Mocimboa da Praia from jihadist 
militants. “The port city of Mocímboa da Praia, a major 
stronghold of the insurgency for more than two years has 

been captured by Rwandan and Mozambican security 
forces,” the Rwanda Defence Force tweeted on Sunday. 
Rwanda sent 1,000 soldiers to the country to assist the 
Mozambican security forces last month and have already 
made progress in recapturing territory previously lost to the 
insurgents.

Nigeria
21 August 2021: Scores kidnapped in Zamfara state
At least 60 people have been kidnapped in the 
north-western state of Zamfara. Gunmen raided the town 
of Rini shortly after midnight on Friday. Zamfara State 
Commissioner of Information, Ibrahim Dosara, blamed the 
attack on bandits and said they were intensifying their 
attacks in the response to the offensive by the Nigerian 
military. Last week 15 students and four staff were 
abducted from an agricultural college in the state.

Senegal
23 August 2021: Thousands displaced by flooding in Dakar 
Thousands of people have been displaced by flooding in the 
Senegalese capital Dakar. The government has responded 
by launching Disaster Relief Plan (Orsec) after the interior 
minister visited the affected areas. Antoine Félix Abdoulaye 
Diome also announced that pumps and water cleaning 
trucks have been dispatched to assist with the relief efforts.

Zambia
24 August 2021: President Hakainde Hichilema inaugurated 
in Lusaka
Zambia’s new president, Hakainde Hichilema, has been 
sworn in during an inauguration ceremony in Lusaka. The 
ceremony on Tuesday was attended by regional leaders 
including Tanzania President Samia Suluhu Hassan and 
Malawi leader Lazarus Chakwera. Hichilema defeated 
incumbent President Edgar Lungu in a landslide victory last 
week, winning almost one million votes more than his rival. 
In a speech, he promised to implement reforms and said his 
government would have “zero tolerance” for corruption.

Ethiopia
26 August 2021: OLA accused of killing 150 in western 
Ethiopia
The Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) has been accused of 
killing around 150 people in the Oromia region. The 
Ethiopia Human Rights Commission said the group’s fighters 
clashed with ethnic Amhara groups in the East Wollega 
Zone. The commission said that at least 60 people were 
killed in retaliatory attacks carried out by Amhara groups. 
Thousands of people have been displaced by the fighting, 
which has been ongoing for the past two days.
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President Pedro Castillo was finally inaugurated on 28 July, following several months of delay due to electoral disputes. 
At the time Peruvian politics appeared to be shifting to the left, with Castillo promising substantial constitutional reform, 
along with increased investment in environmental protection and social programmes. He delayed the naming of his cabinet 
for a few days and left the country without a government temporarily. Since taking office he has reportedly found it hard 
to make decisions, evident by his clashes with Vladimir Cerrón, the head of the Perú Libre party which Castillo ran for. 
He has said little in public since the elections, deliberately avoiding the media and maintaining his mistrust of the political 
system in the country.

President Castillo took over in difficult circumstances, as Peru has suffered greatly from the Covid-19 pandemic, reporting 
more deaths per capita than any other country in the world. During the second wave, stemming from the ‘Delta’ variant, 
the health system was overwhelmed, and the economy shrank by 11 percent last year. Meanwhile poverty rates surged 
by 10 percent. As President Castillo slowly announced his cabinet, he saw two of his ministers resign in the first month. 
Labour Minister Maravi and Foreign Minister Bejar both quit due to political pressure, while Prime Minister Bellido has 
recently been accused of links to terrorist groups. 

Moreover, several indigenous areas such as the Flor de Ucayali section have now become violent enclaves of drug 
trafficking and illegal logging, leading to the displacement of thousands of indigenous people from their land. Security 
forces reported finding dozens of cocaine manufacturing plants in the area, and there have been multiple armed clashes 
between troops and criminal groups. “By monitoring points, we estimate that the deforestation exceeded 4,942 acres,” said 
Miguel Guimaraes, President of FECONAU. In the last four months, at least 50 indigenous people have been killed, along 
with 14 security officials, and two more large indigenous communities have been displaced from their settlements. 
According to Nelly Aedo, the director of the Indigenous Communities Programme at the Ombudsman Office, “the absence 
of government presence in these remote areas of Peru is one of the main factors that keeps communities at risk of 
invasion”.  

One of President Castillo’s campaign promises was that he would adjust fiscal policy to increase investment in the 
protection of indigenous lands and people. But with his cabinet members being reshuffled during the first month in office, 
pushing through legislative initiatives that generally displease the political right has proved to be tumultuous. 

President Castillo has been criticized for appointing a cabinet that critics say is “filled with fringe and inexperienced 
ministers”. He will be appointing a new foreign minister before the end of the month, after the opposition-led Congress 
voted to accept the cabinet last week. “This afternoon, what is perhaps the most mediocre Cabinet in republican history 
has been recognized,” said Hernando Guerra Garcia, an opposition lawmaker who represents the Popular Force party.

Castillo must appease around 40 percent of the population who voted for a new constitution and radical changes in 
economic policy. He also needs to avoid a confrontation with Congress, which has a recent history of impeaching 
presidents, having tried it four times in the last three years, forcing the resignation of one president and the impeachment 
of another.

AMERICAS
PERU: New left-wing president already under pressure
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Canada
03 August 2021: Two killed, three injured in Montreal 
shooting
Two people were killed and three others were injured in 
a shooting in Montreal, Quebec yesterday evening. The 
incident took place at an apartment building on Perras Blvd, 
in the Riviere-des-Prairies neighbourhood at around 19:00 
local time. According to police, all of the victims were inside 
the apartment when they were ambushed by the suspects. 
No arrests have been reported. 

Peru
11 August 2021: One killed, one injured after sicario attack 
in Lima
One person was shot and killed by sicarios in Los Olivos, 
Lima yesterday evening. The incident took place on 
Angélica Gamarra Ave in the Simón Bolivar neighbourhood 
at around 23:00 local time. According to police, sicarios 
chased the victim down until he crashed onto a sidewalk, 
injuring a pedestrian. The suspects fled the scene and no 
arrests have been reported.

Argentina
13 August 2021: Three killed, two injured during criminal 
gang crossfire in Buenos Aires
Three people were killed and two others were injured 
yesterday during a crossfire in Florencio Varela, Buenos 
Aires. The incident took place on Ciudadela and Ibera St in 
the San Rudencio neighbourhood at around 20:00 local 
time. According to reports, the crossfire was the result of a 
clash amongst two opposing drug criminal groups, which 
the victims got caught in the middle of by chance. 

Chile
13 August 2021: One killed, two injured after stabbing 
incident at San Bernadino metro station
One person was killed and two others were injured during a 
stabbing incident in Santiago yesterday afternoon. The 
incident took place inside the San Bernadino metro 
station at around 13:00 local time. The San Bernadino 
metro station suspended services whilst police investigated 
the area, until around 18:00 local time. No arrests have 
been reported.

USA
23 August 2021: Three killed in Atlanta nightclub shooting 
Three people were killed following a shooting in Atlanta, 
Georgia yesterday morning. The incident took place at 
the ‘Kiss Ulta Lounge’ in Whitehall St and McDaniel St at 
around 00:45 local time. According to police, Atlanta has 
suffered 103 homicides in 2021, more than it had in all of 

2020. No arrests have been reported.

Mexico
23 August 2021: Deputy and former mayor of Guanajuato 
robbed and shot in Apaseo el Alto
A local deputy was reportedly robbed and shot as he was 
driving in Apaseo el Alto, Guanajuato earlier today. 
According to reports, unidentified assailants in a white 
pick-up truck approached the victim, shot him in the knee, 
and stole two of his motorcycles. The victim, Jaime 
Hernández Centeno, was a former mayor of the 
municipality and was hospitalized shortly thereafter. No 
arrests have been reported.

Colombia
24 August 2021: Three shot and killed in Saravena amid 
criminal group conflict
Three people were shot and killed in Saravena, Arauca 
yesterday evening. Police discovered the victims this 
morning in the Bajo Pescado rural area, and deemed that 
the casualties were part of an ongoing conflict between the 
‘Tren de Aragua’ criminal group and FARC dissidents known 
as the ‘Décimo Frente’. According to police data, the conflict 
has left 16 people dead in the last two weeks. No arrests 
have been reported.

Brazil
30 August 2021: Three killed in Acacatuba bank robbery
Earlier today, armed robbers reportedly hit several banks in 
Acacatuba, Sao Paulo. The criminals used locals as human 
shields and left a trail of explosives at the scene before 
engaging in a shootout with police which killed at least 
three people. Police say more than 20 gunmen carried out 
the attack, using 10 cars, and the casualties included two 
civilians and one suspect. Alvaro Camilo, the executive 
secretary of Sao Paulo’s Military Police, urged residents not 
to leave their homes until the explosives had been found 
and deactivated. 

Guyana
31 August 2021: One killed, one injured after robbery in 
Onderneeming
One person was killed and another was injured during a 
robbery in Onderneeming, Pomeroon-Supenaam yesterday 
evening. The incident took place in a mobile pastry store 
on Onderneeming Sandpit at around 19:00 local time. 
According to reports, the victim and his colleague were 
selling pastries and other products in a minibus when they 
were attacked by two masked men, after which the driver 
crashed the car as he tried to escape. 
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On Tuesday 25 August 2021 Algeria formally announced its decision to cut diplomatic ties with neighbouring Morocco.  
The move was motivated by what Algeria described as a series of ‘hostile actions’. These include the alleged support by 
Morocco to Berber independence movements in the Kabyle region, and which Algeria’s security forces deem to be terrorist 
organisations.  Furthermore, Algeria condemned Morocco’s alleged use of the spyware Pegasus, created by Israel’s NSO 
Group.

After Algeria decided to cut ties with their neighbour, Moroccan King Abdullah VI stated that he is open to promoting 
dialogue with Algeria and urged its leaders to overcome the decades-long stalemate between the two “twin 
countries”, to lay the foundations for a true Maghreb union. 

According to experts, there are several significant factors that resulted in the interruption of the diplomatic ties between 
the two countries, besides the ones stated above. Firstly, Algeria and Morocco have historically had a tense relationship, 
often related to issues of political ideology. Algeria has supported the Polisario Front in its struggle against Morocco for 
control of the Western Sahara. The border between the two countries has been closed since 1994 after accusations that 
the Algerian military was behind a terrorist attack in Marrakesh in 1994.  Recent regional and global events have added to 
the mistrust between the two countries. The US decision under the Trump administration to recognise Moroccan 
sovereignty over Western Sahara was a significant blow to Algeria’s regional ambitions. 

The second area of contention is Algeria’s anger over the enhanced cooperation between Morocco and Israel. Algeria has 
often been a strong and vocal supporter of the Palestinian struggle. Morocco, on the other hand, was among the 
countries that under the Abraham accords of 2020 normalised relations with Israel. According to experts, the prior 
recognition by the US of Moroccan sovereignty over Western Sahara was an important incentive that led to Morocco 
finalizing the accords. Adding to the ties with Israel is the use by Morocco of the Pegasus Israeli spyware, that according to 
Algeria was used to monitor Algerian military and political figures. 

The situation has had a detrimental effect on the two countries with respect to their role in the energy market. The two 
countries have found little room for cooperation in relation to the Maghreb-Europe Gas (MEG) pipeline, which transports 
Algerian gas through Morocco to the Spanish and Portuguese markets; the recent breakdown between the two countries 
could affect the deal. Spain, Morocco and Algeria continue to negotiate the agreement.

The decision by Algeria to cut ties with Morocco is seen as part of the political strategy of Algeria to assert itself as a 
regional power, after two years of internal social tensions exacerbated by the impact of Covid-19. Algeria is willing to risk 
its energy deal with Europe in order to assert its position over its neighbour. Morocco on the other hand has a desire to 
defuse the situation, which it views as an obstacle to its foreign ambitions and its regional and internal stability. 

MENA
MOROCCO-ALGERIA: Breakdown in relations

www.securityexchange24.com 13



Iraq
01 August 2021: Seven killed in IS attack on funeral, 
Saladin
At least seven people have been killed and 17 others 
wounded in a suspected Islamic State (IS) attack in Saladin. 
Gunmen targeted a funeral in the village of Albu Jili. The 
Iraqi security forces were deployed to the scene but the 
militants withdrew from the area.

Iran
03 August 2021: Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi claims he 
will take steps to lift US sanctions
Iran’s president Ebrahim Raisi said on Tuesday he will take 
steps to lift the sanctions imposed by the US. “We will seek 
to lift the tyrannical sanctions imposed by America,” said 
Raisi, who is himself is under sanctions over allegations of 
human rights abuses. Iran and six nations have been in talks 
since April to revive the nuclear deal. Iranian and Western 
officials have said a common ground is still to be reached.

Egypt
03 August 2021: President Sisi announces bread price rises
President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi has announced plans to 
increase the price of bread, stating that the current 
subsidies are not sustainable. Sisi vowed that the increase 
would not be large, but said that at current prices 20 
loaves sell for the same amount as a single cigarette. “Some 
might tell me leave this to the prime minister, to the supply 
minister to (raise the price); but no, I will do it in front of my 
country and my people,” said Sisi in a statement. This would 
be the first increase since 1977 when President Anwar 
Sadat reversed a planned rise in response to riots.

Libya
11 August 2021: Clashes erupt between rival militias
On Tuesday clashes erupted between two rival militias in 
western Libya. One militia led by Mohamed Bahroun “al-Far’ 
(The Rat), and another rival group affiliated with the 
Government of National Unity’s (GNU) Ministry of Defense 
in Al-Zawiya city used medium and heavy weapons during 
fighting caused by both sides attempting to establish 
dominance over parts of the coastal road for fuel smuggling. 

Israel
17 August 2021: Officials report six-month high Covid-19 
cases
There have been 8,646 new Covid-19 infections reported 
in Israel over the past 24 hours (before 17 August), the 
highest number in the past six months. In the Health 
Ministry’s report, it was noted that 6.2 percent of the 
143,000 tests had positive results. The figures show there 

is a slight reduction in the number of those suffering 
serious effects from the virus but that there are still over 
50,000 cases of people that have not yet recovered.

Palestinian Authority
17 August 2021: Palestinian students clash with Israeli 
forces
Clashes erupted between Palestinian students and Israeli 
forces on Tuesday in the central West Bank. The violence 
emerged after students from Birzeit University near 
Ramallah staged a march protesting the killing of four 
Palestinians by Israeli forces on Monday (16 August). Israeli 
forces used live bullets and tear gas canisters to disperse 
the students, who responded by hurling stones at Israeli 
forces and setting tires on fire. There were no reports of 
injuries.

Syria
21 August 2021: Four killed in series of strikes in Idlib 
province
Russian-backed Syrian government forces have launched 
a series of attacks on villages in southern Idlib, killing four 
children and injuring several others. Multiple attacks on the 
village of Kansfara, in the south of Idlib province in the rebel 
stronghold of north-western Syria, killed four 
children. Another attack resulted in the injury of three 
civilian farmworkers, while two children were wounded in 
an artillery strike in western Aleppo province, bordering 
Idlib. The attacks come one day after five children were 
killed in southern Idlib as a result of strikes, followed by air 
raids on the village of Ein Shib.

Lebanon
26 August 2021: Troops deployed after rival clans clash in 
north
The Lebanese army deployed troops following clashes 
between rival clans in the north of the country. At least two 
people were killed in the fighting, which erupted following 
a dispute over logging near the villages of Akkar al-Atiqa 
and Fnaidek on Wednesday. Officials said calm had been 
restored to the area earlier today.

Yemen
29 August 2021: Dozens killed in Houthi attack
At least 30 soldiers have been killed and 60 injured in a 
series of Houthi attacks on the al-Anad military base in the 
southern province of Lahij. A balistic missile landed on a 
training area of the base, which houses Saudi-led coalition 
forces. Mohamed al-Naqeeb, the coalition spokesman, said 
the death toll may rise as the rescue operation continues. 
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