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Executive Summary
Welcome to the April edition of InTouch Monthly. We have made several changes to the format of the 
newsletter to provide a broader overview of the risks from each of the regions. Alongside our focused 
reports, we are also including a snapshot of some of the key alerts that our team of in-house analysts 
produced last month. While they represent only a small percentage of the 1,000-plus alerts that were 
generated throughout April, our aim is to highlight a range of incidents from across the world.
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In mid-April President Idriss Déby was killed following clashes with rebels in the north of the country. His death, aged 68, 
came just a day after he was officially re-elected for a sixth term in office. Rather than remaining in N’Djamena to make a 
victory speech, he travelled to the frontline to visit troops fighting Front for Change and Concord in Chad (FACT) rebels, 
who had launched an offensive earlier in the month from neighbouring Libya. The president “breathed his last breath 
defending the sovereign nation on the battlefield”, army spokesman General Azem Bermandoa Agouna said in a statement.

Déby became the head of the armed forces in 1983 and led units fighting Muammar Gaddafi’s army in the ‘Toyota War’ 
between 1986 and 1987. However, after falling out with President Hissene Habré, he fled first to Libya and then to Sudan, 
where he helped to form the Patriotic Salvation Movement (MPS) in 1990 alongside other defectors from the Chadian 
army. Déby led a successful offensive on the capital, forcing Habré to flee to Senegal. After fighting off several attempted 
rebellions, Déby was elected president in Chad’s first multi-party elections in 1996.

His death, after 31 years in power, has created a power vacuum in Chad and threatens the stability of the country. His son, 
General Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno, was named as the head of a transitional military council despite criticism from the 
opposition, who said that the move breached the constitution (if a serving president dies in office, power should transfer 
to the head of the legislature). There have been protests against the military; six people were killed and hundreds were 
arrested in opposition-led rallies in N’Djamena and Mondou at the end of April. However, the protests were not sustained 
and earlier this week the military announced a new transitional government and lifted the overnight curfew imposed 
following Déby’s death. The council will be made up of 40 ministers and deputy ministers, including several opposition 
figures, while a new national reconciliation ministry has been created. It will be led by former rebel chief Acheick Ibn 
Oumar. The council said it will lead Chad for 18 months until elections are held.

The military has always had a significant role in Chad’s post-independence history, and many observers of the country 
believe that power has never fully transitioned to a civilian, democratic body. The army’s decision to override the 
constitution, in order to maintain a grip on power, is an ominous sign for the future. The longer they remain in control of 
state functions, the harder it will be for them to relinquish that power. That could put them at odds with the youth 
population who have been demanding democracy in Chad; poverty and unemployment rates are extremely high, both of 
which are drivers of public unrest.

The other major concern is the impact Déby’s death could have on the region; all of the country’s neighbours face major 
security challenges. Fighting continues in the Darfur region of Sudan to the east and in Central African Republic to the 
south, Boko Haram and other militant groups frequently carry out attacks around the Lake Chad basin to the south-west, 
while to the north the ceasefire in Libya is relatively recent and multiple armed groups still operate in the country, 
including FACT. Chad also plays a key role in the counter-terrorism operations in the Sahel along with France and other 
West African states.

AFRICA
CHAD: Military takes power after President Déby killed by rebels

www.securityexchange24.com



www.securityexchange24.com

Ethiopia
7 April 2021: Scores killed in clashes along Afar-Somali 
border
At least 100 people have been killed in clashes along the 
border between the Afar and Somali regions. Local officials 
said the violence started last Friday and continued through 
to Tuesday. An official from the Afar region told the AFP 
that the area was attacked by Somali forces. Ahmed Kaloyte 
said Somali special police and militias raided an area known 
as Haruka, “indiscriminately firing on locals and killing more 
than 30 Afar civilian pastoralists” and injuring at least 50 
more. The fighting follows deadly clashes in the Oromia 
region last week that left 30 people dead.

Kenya
8 April 2021: Journalist shot dead in Nairobi
A journalist has been shot dead near Kenya’s capital, 
Nairobi. Betty Barasa, who worked for the state broadcaster 
KBC, was targeted by gunmen at her home in Oloolua on 
Wednesday night. The assailants stole money, a laptop and 
a mobile phone before fleeing the scene. An investigation 
into the attack is ongoing.

Central African Republic
9 April 2021: NGO workers targeted in armed robbery
A group of NGO workers have been targeted in an armed 
robbery in the city of Bocaranga. Staff from World Vision 
were kidnapped by suspected Coalition of Patriots for 
Change (CPC) rebels on Wednesday. The assailants stole 
money, laptops and mobile phones before releasing the 
hostages.

Mozambique
17 April 2021: Gunmen kidnap son of businessman in 
Quelimane
The son of a local businessman has been kidnapped by 
gunmen in Quelimane. Four armed assailants seized the 
victim from the terrace of a restaurant on Thursday 
evening. He has been identified as Michal Nathoobai. On 
Sunday a businessman was abducted in the capital, Maputo.

South Africa
22 April 2021: Taxi drivers protest at Metro police
Taxi drivers in Durban blocked several roads on Thursday 
morning during a protest against the eThekwini Metro 
Police. From 05:00 blockades were constructed on Warwick 
Avenue, West Street and Umgeni Road. The drivers were 
accusing the police of harassing them, claiming that they 
were constantly being issued with fines or arrest.

South Sudan
26 April 2021: Italian priest shot in Rumbek
An Italian priest has been shot and wounded in the town of 
Rumbek. Catholic church authorities said Fr Christian 
Carlassare was targeted at his home and shot three times. 
He was transported to hospital for treatment and is in a 
stable condition. The motive behind the attack has not yet 
been established.

South Sudan
27 April 2021: UN warns of return to civil war
The UN has warned that South Sudan could slide back into 
civil war due to the slow implementation of the peace 
accord in South Sudan. In a report to the UN Security 
Council on Monday, experts said political, military and 
ethnic divisions in South Sudan are widening and almost 
100,000 people are facing starvation.

Somalia
28 April 2021: Car bomb kills two at checkpoint outside 
Mogadishu
At least two people have been killed and 10 others 
wounded in a car bomb attack at a checkpoint outside 
Mogadishu. Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for the 
bombing, which targeted custodial corps in Afgoye on 
Wednesday. The incident comes as President Mohamed 
Abdullahi “Farmajo” Mohamed dropped his bid for a 
two-year extension to his mandate amid clan-based 
fighting.

DR Congo
29 April 2021: Footballers attacked in Mbuji Mayi
A Congolese football team has been attacked after a match 
in the central city of Mbuji Mayi. TP Mazembe, based in 
Lubumbashi, had just beaten FC Sanga Balende when the 
team was targeted by rival supporters. Four players were 
injured in the attack on Wednesday, including Zambian 
national Kabaso Chongo.

Uganda
30 April 2021: Journalist shot dead in Wakiso
A journalist has been shot dead in the Wakiso district to the 
north-west of Kampala. Robert Kagolo, who worked for the 
Uganda Broadcasting Corporation (UBC), was killed during 
a confrontation with the security forces outside the home 
of his brother, who was kidnapped and killed earlier this 
month. Two members of the Local Defence Unit (LDU) have 
been arrested in connection with the killing.



Tens of thousands of Colombians have been gathering in massive nationwide protests which enveloped the country since 
28 April. Defying a 20:00 curfew and risking Covid-19 infection, the demonstrators have been gathering to protest a 
controversial tax reform bill passed by President Ivan Duque on 15 April. Across more than a week of protests, the 
demonstrators have burned buses and police stations, looted banks and shops and even blocked all of the main roads 
leading to Cali; the country’s third largest city. This has left Cali with dozens of empty grocery shops and a general 
shortage of medicine in the city. In an effort to curb the violence, President Duque deployed troops to the largest 
gatherings. At least 24 people have died, more than 800 civilians and officers have been injured and more than 400 have 
been arrested. 

On 2 May, President Duque withdrew the controversial tax bill, but the civil unrest has continued. On 3 May, Alberto 
Carrasquilla, the country’s finance minister, resigned. Colombia’s deficit has tripled to nearly eight percent of GDP, and 
many of the country’s economists think the reform bill was actually necessary to tackle the deficit. The reform bill planned 
to remove several VAT exemptions and lower the thresholds for income tax, and Carrasquilla argued that the bill would 
have reduced the share of Colombians in extreme poverty by six percentage points. However, most of Colombia’s 
population did not see it that way and around 80 percent of them opposed the bill, according to a recent survey. 

Colombians were clearly not only discontent with the tax bill. After suffering from the Covid-19 pandemic, 2.8m more 
Colombians fell into extreme poverty in 2020 and more than 500,000 businesses closed. Many of the demonstrators 
protested directly against President Duque, who promised to make the country safer and has failed to do so. Colombia is 
reportedly exporting record amounts of illegal drugs and FARC dissident groups have been proliferating across rural 
settlements. Since 2016, when the peace deal between the government and FARC was signed, dissident guerrillas have 
forced rural communities from their homes and incited conflict with Venezuelan troops in the border state of Apure. 
Moreover, Colombians blame President Duque for mishandling the Covid-19 pandemic and allowing the use of excessive 
force against the protesters. 

On 4 May, President Duque moved to set up a dialogue between protesters, civil groups and the government, scheduled 
for 10 May. However, civilians’ demands have now expanded to withdrawing a health-reform bill, which introduced a 
guaranteed minimum income for coverage, making an agreement less likely. President Duque, unlike his predecessors, lacks 
a majority in Congress and will face an uphill battle as his political allies slowly distance themselves from him publicly. Now, 
a self-declared leftist socialist, Gustavo Petro, who lost to Duque in the 2018 elections, is gaining considerable 
momentum and could represent Colombia’s first socialist president if the trend were to continue. President Duque must 
battle on several fronts, by placating the population and his political colleagues whilst avoiding setting the country on a 
path to rising inflation and reaching the threshold of unsustainable debt. 
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Haiti
12 April 2021: Seven kidnapped in Port-au-Prince over the 
weekend
On Sunday, five priests and two nuns were kidnapped in 
Port-au-Prince. The clergy members were kidnapped in the 
commune of Croix-des-Bouquets. France’s Foreign Ministry 
reported that two of the kidnapped are French citizens. The 
incidents come less than two weeks after gunmen 
kidnapped a Haitian pastor and three others during a 
ceremony. Authorities say the notorious ‘400 Mawozo’ gang 
is reponsible. Haiti has been rocked by rising violence in 
recent years, including a spate of kidnappings.

United States
12 April 2021: Protests erupt after police shoot dead young 
black man
Protests erupted in Minneapolis on Sunday night after 
police shot dead a young black man. Daunte Wright, 20, 
was pulled over in Brooklyn Center for a traffic violation in 
the afternoon and officers determined that he had an 
outstanding arrest warrant. In a statement, the Brooklyn 
Center police said Wright got back into his car before 
officers opened fire. Hundreds of people gathered outside 
the police headquarters, leading to clashes with officers 
in riot gear. Brooklyn Center Mayor Mike Elliott issued a 
city-wide curfew until 06:00 on Monday, while Minnesota 
Governor Tim Walz said he was “closely monitoring the 
situation.”

Argentina
13 April 2021: Health worker protest in Vaca Muerta 
blocking oil production
Earlier today, health workers staged a protest in Vaca 
Muerta, Neuquén. The protesters blocked access to the 
city, affecting production and the transport of oil. YPF, Shell, 
Vista Oil and Pan American Energy all operate in the area. 
The demonstrators are demanding higher salaries.

Bahamas
19 Apr 2021: Six dead, two injured after Nassau shooting
A shooting in Nassau left six people dead and two injured 
on Friday. The shooting took place at Jerome Ave and 
Chesapeake Road at around 17:00 local time. Authorities 
say the attack was carried out by a criminal group, although 
no arrests have been made so far.

Ecuador
20 April 2021: Dozen wounded in Armadillo clashes
A clash between the Dikapare community and the military 
was reported on Friday. The incident left at least a dozen 
injured near the Ecuaservoil Company in Armadillo, 

Orellana. The clash reportedly took place due to a breach of 
agreement regarding the exploitation of land.

Mexico
22 April 2021: Gulf Cartel members block and rob vehicles 
at US-Mexico border in Reynosa
Authorities reported that vehicles were being stolen 
yesterday at the Reynosa-Pharr International Bridge on the 
US-Mexico border. According to reports, the Gulf Cartel 
placed a blockade on the highway and robbed multiple 
vehicles during the afternoon. Witnesses say the cartel 
members were asking for a $1,500 fee for crossing and 
proceeded to forcibly remove families from their vehicles if 
the fee was not paid. No arrests have been made so far.

Bolivia
26 April 2021: Four dead, one injured in Santa Ana de 
Yacuma shooting
A shooting in Santa Ana de Yacuma, Beni left four people 
dead and another injured on Friday night. Police say the 
attack was drug-related and specified that three of the four 
victims were foreigners. No arrests have been made.

Chile
27 April 2021: Transport workers block highway in protest
Chilean truck drivers blocked the international highway in 
San Gregorio, Magallanes and Antártica Chilena yesterday. 
The blockade impeded transit between the Argentinian 
provinces of Santa Cruz and Tierra del Fuego. The 
demonstrators demanded that the government allow for 
land transport in the Neuquén province, which is currently 
blocked by protests staged by Argentinian health workers.

Brazil
27 April 2021: Clash between police and drug-traffickers in 
Rio leaves two dead, four injured
A clash between drug traffickers and military police in Rio 
de Janeiro left two people dead and four others injured 
yesterday morning. The incident occurred in the Rio 
Compridod neighbourhood at around 04:00 local time. 
Police say they were ambushed by the criminal group whilst 
patrolling the area, resulting in an armed confrontation.



A major second wave of Covid-19 has hit India hard in recent weeks – making it the second worst-affected country during 
the global pandemic, second only to the US. India overtook Brazil last month and has continued to report new records for 
daily figures almost every 24 hours. The country’s current Covid-19 caseload now stands at more than 21 million 
confirmed cases – a number which is expected to continue to rise. Medical experts also estimate that millions of 
undetected cases could mean real figures may be five to 10 times higher than the official tally. While daily case numbers 
have begun to decline over the last week, testing numbers have also dipped, furthering fears the country’s true caseload is 
far higher than outbreak data suggests. 

Many have blamed the surge in cases on the lack of public health measures. Outdoor religious festivals and ‘mask-less’ 
rallies are thought to have played a major role in increasing transmission and spread of the virus. The Indian government 
allowed religious gatherings such as the Kumbh Mela, which saw more than nine million Hindu pilgrims converge on 
Uttarakhand to bathe in the Ganges river.

The global implications of India’s second wave are significant, with at least 17 countries having already reported cases of 
the highly infectious B.1.617 variant which was first discovered in India in March. Several variants have emerged 
worldwide since December 2020, with the World Health Organisation (WHO) listing three variants found in the UK, 
South Africa, and Brazil as “variants of concern”, while the Indian variant remains a “variant of interest”. All types of variants 
have been detected across India. Health officials in New Delhi recently confirmed that the “double mutant variant,” which 
emerged in India earlier this year, has been linked to the deadly second wave which has engulfed the country. A double 
mutant is categorised as when two existing mutations of a virus come together as a singular variant of the virus. The 
government’s top scientific adviser recently warned that a third wave of the virus was becoming increasingly inevitable as 
the B.1.617 variant becomes more widespread.

The sudden increase in Covid-19 has already led to a severe healthcare crisis in India, as hospital beds and oxygen supplies 
run short. Dozens of Covid-19 patients have died as a direct result of disruption to oxygen supply lines as the country’s 
healthcare system continues to be overwhelmed by the influx of coronavirus patients. Crematorium spaces have also been 
in increasingly short supply. The Supreme Court recently ordered the government to submit a plan to supply New Delhi’s 
hospitals with oxygen within 24 hours but stopped short of punishing officials for failing to resolve the oxygen shortage 
crisis. On Thursday 06 May, India reported a new record-high daily increase in Covid-19 cases, following a brief period 
of decline in numbers. As cases continue to rise, calls for a nationwide lockdown have also increased. While state-wide 
lockdowns and curfews have been imposed in the worst-hit areas, many large rural areas remain unregulated with reduced 
testing and deaths going unreported. The government has been reluctant to impose another national lockdown, due to 
concerns surrounding the extensive impact it would have on the country’s economy – which is still struggling to recover 
from last year’s strict lockdown. With the country’s vaccination programme unable to meet ambitious targets, pressure is 
expected to continue to mount on the government to enforce stricter nationwide measures.
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Myanmar
11 April 2021: Scores killed in Bago crackdown
More than 80 people have been killed in Bago by junta 
security forces. The killings in Bago are reported to have 
taken place on Friday but the news took days to emerge as 
residents were forced to flee to nearby villages. The military 
is reported to have taken away the bodies of the dead so 
the true number of deaths will be difficult to establish. 

Indonesia
16 April 2021: Student shot dead in Papua
A high school student has allegedly been shot dead in 
Papua by members of the Kelompok Kriminal Bersenjata 
(KKB) - an armed criminal group. The incident occurred on 
Thursday evening in the village of Uloni in the Ilaga district 
of Papua’s Puncak regency. The victim has been identified 
as 16-year-old Ali Mom - thought to have been originally 
contacted by an unknown individual who asked to buy 
cigarettes and areca nuts. A meeting point was reportedly 
arranged, and the victim was shot dead on arrival. The 
motive behind the killing remains under investigation.

Australia
20 April 2021: Melbourne hospital evacuated amid bomb 
scare
A hospital in Melbourne has been evacuated on Tuesday 
amid a bomb scare. The bomb scare was sparked by the 
discovery of an “unidentified item” in a vehicle parked 
outside the front of the Royal Melbourne Hospital on 
Grattan Street. The incident has led to major disruption at 
the hospital, with all non-essential staff evacuated as police 
search for an unidentified man thought to be connected to 
the vehicle. 

Afghanistan
22 April 2021: Five abducted in Wardak
Five people have allegedly been abducted by suspected 
Taliban insurgents in the Wardak province. The kidnapping 
reportedly happened on Thursday in the Mula Khel area 
of the Jalriz district. Local sources indicate the victims are 
believed to have been transported by the insurgents to an 
unknown location where they are now being held hostage. 

Japan
23 April 2021: State of emergency declared in Tokyo
A state of emergency has been declared in Tokyo amid 
rising Covid-19 cases. Similar declarations have also been 
made for the Osaka, Kyoto, and Hyogo prefectures, where 
virus numbers have also been on the rise. The declaration 
of a state of emergency in these areas means that all 
restaurants and bars must close, along with all karaoke bars. 

Sporting events will also take place behind closed doors, 
which means no spectators will be allowed to attend. The 
measures will come into effect from Sunday 25 April and 
remain in place until Tuesday 11 May.

India
24 April 2021: Covid deaths soar as hospitals run out of 
oxygen
There was a record high 2,624 Covid deaths in India over 
the past 24 hours as hospitals run out of oxygen and beds. 
There was also a record high 346,786 new cases on 
Saturday morning; the World Health Organization (WHO) 
said the situation in India was a “devastating reminder” 
of what the coronavirus could do. Delhi’s Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal pleaded for oxygen supplies on live TV, 
while the government said it was using the military to 
transport supplies to the worst-hit areas. 

Thailand
26 April 2021: Three ASG militants killed in Sulu clash
Three suspected militants from the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) 
have allegedly been killed in recent armed clashes between 
ASG militants and the Filipino security forces in the Sulu 
province. The fighting took place over the weekend near 
Patikul, where Filipino soldiers apparently encountered 
several armed suspects near the Taglibi area. Unconfirmed 
reports claim an explosion also occurred during the fighting, 
although further details concerning a possible bomb blast 
have yet to be clarified. No casualties have been reported 
amongst army personnel.

China
29 April 2021: Two children killed in kindergarten stabbing
Two children have been killed and 16 other people 
wounded in a stabbing at a kindergarten in southern China. 
A man armed with a knife carried out the attack in Beiliu 
City, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region on Wednesday. 
He was detained by police and investigations are ongoing. 
The incident follows a series of similar attacks on schools 
and kindergartens in recent years; in 2019 eight children 
died in an attack at a primary school in Hubei.

Afghanistan
30 April 2021: Suicide truck bomb kills 21 in Logar
At least 21 people have been killed in a suicide truck bomb 
attack in Logar province. More than 90 others were 
wounded in the blast, which occurred outside a guesthouse 
in Pul-e-Alam on Friday. The head of Logar’s provincial 
council, Hasibullah Stanekzai, said the device exploded as 
people were breaking their daily Ramadan fast, adding that 
some of the victims were high school students. 



Sporadic rioting has broken out in towns and cities across Northern Ireland (NI) over recent weeks. Since the end of March, 
dozens of police officers have been injured in the worst street violence to be reported in NI for years. Last month, the 
violent unrest prompted police to use water cannons to disperse crowds for the first time in six years, as crowds of 
predominantly loyalist youths attacked lines of riot police with bricks, petrol bombs, and fireworks. The violence first broke 
out between gangs of youths back in late March, in an area of Londonderry typically associated with loyalists – those who 
support NI remaining part of the UK. Protests and riots broke out on a near-nightly basis over the first week of April, with 
incidents reported in Belfast, Ballymena, Carrickfergus, and Newtonabbey. In early April, fighting spilt over a so-called 
peace wall in west Belfast which separates loyalist areas from predominantly Catholic nationalist communities. Unlike 
loyalist communities, nationalists favour a united Ireland. A gate along the wall was reportedly smashed open, leading to 
several hours of disorder – during which police officers and a press photographer were attacked, while a bus was hijacked 
and set alight. The clashes raised concerns over heightened sectarian tensions.

The unrest has been concentrated in the more deprived parts of cities, where criminal gangs linked to loyalist 
paramilitaries are known to have significant influence. Police have reported that there is increasing evidence that senior 
figures in organisations such as the Ulster Defence Association and Ulster Volunteer Force have enabled rioting in some 
cases. Other loyalist paramilitaries such as the South East Antrim UDA are also alleged to have exploited opportunities to 
kick back at the police force following a recent clampdown on crime in the Carrickfergus area. There are also strong 
indications the violence is linked to simmering loyalist tensions over the new Irish Sea trading border imposed as a result 
of the Northern Ireland Protocol – which came about as part of the UK-EU Brexit deal. The NI Protocol enables NI to 
remain in the EU single market for goods by avoiding the need for checks on the Irish border, with EU customs rules being 
enforced at NI ports instead. Unionists are largely against the NI Protocol, claiming it presents a threat to NI’s union with 
the UK and risks damaging trade. Loyalist communities have also come out against the protocol, writing a letter to Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson to temporarily withdraw the support of several loyalist paramilitaries for the Good Friday 
Agreement – a deal signed in 1998 which effectively ended the Troubles – citing concerns over the protocol. 

Other political factors have also influenced riots, including the decision not to prosecute Sinn Fein leaders for violating 
Covid-19 regulations at the funeral of former IRA intelligence chief Bobby Storey in June 2020. The funeral was held when 
strict lockdown measures were still in place, limiting attendance numbers. Despite restrictions, some 2,000 mourners 
turned up, including Deputy First Minister Michelle O’Neill – whose attendance drew widespread criticism and 
accusations of double standards. More recently, reports that the British government plans to limit future prosecutions of 
British soldiers who served in NI during the Troubles emerged this week, sparking further anger – particularly amongst 
unionist groups and communities. Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) legislative assembly member (MLA) Doug Beattie has 
confirmed the UUP is against a blanket amnesty while Alliance Party leader Naomi Long also criticised the legislation. It’s 
understood the proposed law change would see limits placed on prosecutions for offences committed prior to the signing 
of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement and would apply to former paramilitaries – over running the 2014 Stormont House 
Agreement, which included proposed measures to deal with the legacy of the Troubles. Sinn Féin President Mary Lou 
McDonald described the proposed legislation as an “attack on the rule of law”, continuing the decades-long cover-ups 
surrounding investigations into British soldiers’ mistreatment of victims during the Troubles. If the legislation is confirmed 
during the Queen’s Speech next week, the news is likely to trigger further protests and potentially violent unrest.
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Spain
8 April 2021: Police clash with protesters in Madrid
Police have reportedly clashed with protesters in the capital 
city of Madrid, leaving at least 14 people injured. The 
altercation broke out on Wednesday as police officers used 
batons to disperse crowds in a bid to prevent protesters 
from clashing with supporters of the far-right Vox party. 
According to reports, the incident unfolded in the Vallescas 
area, where a crowd gathered to counter-protest a Vox rally.

United Kingdom
9 April 2021: Violent riots continue in Belfast
Violent riots and unrest have continued for a seventh night 
in the Northern Irish capital of Belfast. According to reports, 
police were targeted with petrol bombs, fireworks, and 
stones which were thrown by protesters. The unrest follows 
large-scale rioting on Wednesday night and saw crowds 
gather on both sides of an interface between loyalist and 
nationalist areas in west Belfast. Police used a water cannon 
to disperse crowds in a bid to prevent further violence and 
urged people to avoid the Springfield Road area. In total, 
more than 50 police officers have been injured amid 
clashes over the last few days. 

France
13 April 2021: Police launch manhunt after Paris shooting
French police have launched a manhunt following reports 
of a fatal shooting outside a hospital in the French capital 
of Paris. The attacker reportedly killed a man in his thirties, 
while a female security guard was also injured. The incident 
occurred at the Henry Dunant geriatric hospital, which has 
also been serving as a Covid-19 vaccination centre. 
Witnesses described the incident as an execution-style 
shooting, claiming the attacker shot the male victim in the 
head before walking away and fleeing on a motorbike. The 
female security guard appears to have been hit by a stray 
bullet. Local officials indicate investigations have found no 
immediate links to terrorism as police continue to search for 
the perpetrator. 

Greece
16 April 2021: Protesters clash with police in Thessaloniki
Groups of protesters have reportedly clashed with police in 
the city of Thessaloniki in Central Macedonia. The clashes 
were reported on Thursday, when thousands of people took 
to the streets to protest a new law which will 
empower police to deploy personnel to university 
campuses. As many as 7,000 people are estimated to have 
taken part in the protest, which started peacefully but 
quickly escalated when a group of protesters began 
throwing projectiles at police personnel. Further reports 

indicate that around a hundred people were involved in 
throwing Molotov cocktails and other objects at riot police, 
prompting the security forces to disperse the crowds by 
using stun grenades and tear gas.

Albania
20 April 2021: Five injured in Tirana mosque attack
At least five people have been injured after being attacked 
at a mosque in the capital city of Tirana on Monday. The 
incident occurred at the Dine Hoxha mosque in downtown 
Tirana at around 14:30 local time, when 34-year-old 
Albanian man, Rudolf Nikolli, entered the mosque armed 
with a knife and wounded five people. The victims are 
all said to be between the ages of 22 and 35, with none 
thought to be in a critical condition following the incident. 
The suspect has been identified as having a history of 
mental illness. 

Italy
20 April 2021: Fatal stabbing reported in Naples
A fatal stabbing incident has allegedly been reported in the 
Italian city of Naples, Campania. The incident apparently 
occurred on Monday evening at around 21:00 local time 
on Via Quattro Novembre. The police have confirmed the 
incident and the death of one victim. A police investigation 
has been launched into the killing; however, no arrests 
have been made thus far, with the suspected perpetrator 
thought to still be at large and on the run. No details 
concerning a possible motive have been released.

France
23 April 2021: Policewoman killed in stabbing near Paris
A French police officer has been killed in a stabbing at-
tack at a police station south-west of Paris. The assailant, 
identified as a Tunisian man, was shot dead by officers 
at the scene in the town of Rambouillet, 60km from the 
capital. The incident took place at around 14:20 local time 
on Friday. The motive behind the attack has not yet been 
established.

Romania
28 April 2021: Protest held outside Chisinau court
A protest is being held outside the Constitutional Court in 
the capital city of Chisinau. The demonstration 
reportedly got underway on Wednesday afternoon in front 
of the Constitutional Court building in the Strada Alezandru 
Lapusneanu area. According to reports, protest attendance 
estimates have been placed at around 200. The 
demonstration was organised in support of the lifting of the 
national state of emergency.



Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif was forced to apologise for leaked comments about the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and General Qassem Soleimani, who was killed in a US drone strike in January 2020. 
In a leaked audio recording, Zarif bemoaned the IRGC’s attempts to dominate Iran’s foreign policy and claimed General 
Soleimani was responsible for taking Iran into the conflict in Syria. The foreign minister also said that he had zero influence 
on the country’s foreign policy during the interview, which was intended to be kept for internal state records. “I hope that 
the great people of Iran and all the lovers of General (Soleimani) and especially the great family of Soleimani, will forgive 
me,” said Zarif on Instagram.

The leak was politically motivated, coming less than two months before presidential elections are to be held in Iran. There 
were rumours that Zarif was planning to run as a candidate to challenge hard-liners, but following the controversy he 
publicly stated that he will not stand. The full list of candidates has not been released, but the candidates could include 
ex-Defense Minister Hossein Dehghan, former parliamentary speaker Ali Larijani and current speaker Mohammed Bagher 
Qalibaf, former Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) commander Mohsen Rezaee and the head of Iran’s judiciary, 
Ebrahim Raisi. All of the candidates will be selected by the 12 unelected members of the Guardian Council, half of whom 
are directly appointed by the supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The nominations will be received in mid-May before 
they are vetted and approved, with the vote scheduled for 18 June.

The election will take place as talks continue to try to salvage the 2015 Iran nuclear deal - Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA). Former US President Donald Trump withdrew from the agreement in 2018 and reimposed sanctions on 
Iran; this has had a major impact on Iran’s economy and increased tensions between Washington and Tehran, culminating 
in the killing of General Soleimani and retaliatory attacks against US military bases in Iraq by Iranian proxies. Trump’s 
successor, President Joe Biden, is attempting to restore the JCPOA but only if Iran returns to compliance. In April officials 
unveiled new uranium enrichment centrifuges and dozens of ‘nuclear achievements’ to mark its national nuclear 
technology day. Tehran wants commitments from Washington that the Biden administration will not pull out of any deal for 
a specific period.

Hardliners inside Iran are campaigning against a new deal; the leak of Zarif’s conversation is likely part of these efforts. 
There are other parties outside of the country who are also opposed to the agreement, most notably Israel. Zarif accused 
the Israeli military of carrying out a cyber-attack on the Natanz nuclear facility in April, claiming that Iran’s rivals were 
trying to derail the JCPOA. “If they think our hand in the negotiations has been weakened, actually this cowardly act will 
strengthen our position in the talks,” said Zarif. Israel’s hard-line position against Iran has been led by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. However, following yet another inconclusive election, Netanyahu has failed to form a coalition 
government and his days in office could be numbered. A change in leadership will have significant implications for Israeli 
policy towards Iran and the JCPOA. 
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Morocco
8 April 2021: Polisario claims police chief killed by 
Moroccan drone attack
The Polisario Front has claimed that its police chief has 
been killed in a Moroccan drone strike. The group said 
Addah Bendir was on a military mission in the northern 
Tifariti region when he was targeted. “The commander of 
the national gendarmerie Addah Bendir fell on Tuesday as a 
martyr on the field of honour,” the Front’s defence ministry 
said in a statement.

Syria
8 April 2021: IS militants kidnap 19 in Hama
At least 19 people have been kidnapped by Islamic State 
(IS) militants in Hama province. Ten civilians and nine police 
officers were abducted on Tuesday, according to the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR). They were 
abducted from the village of al-Saan.

Iraq
14 April 2021: Rocket fired at Erbil airport
A rocket was fired at Erbil International Airport on 
Wednesday night. The rocket appeared to target a base 
used by US troops and there were no reports of any 
casualties. Governor of Erbil Omed Khoshnaw said 
investigations were ongoing to establish who was 
responsible for the attack.

Saudi Arabia
15 April 2021: Houthis claim fresh missile attack in Jazan
The Houthi rebel group claims to have launched fresh 
missile and drone strikes at the southern Saudi city of Jazan. 
The group said 11 strikes were fired at a facility operated by 
the oil-giant Aramco along with Patriot anti-missile batteries 
on Thursday. Saudi officials said several rockets and drones 
were intercepted and that debris caused a small fire within 
the grounds of Jazan University. “Attempts by the hostile 
Houthi militia are systematic and deliberate to target 
civilians,” the Saudi-led coalition said in a statement.

Yemen
16 April 2021: Dozens killed in Marib clashes
At least 96 people have been killed and dozens more 
wounded in the latest fighting between pro-government 
forces and Houthi rebels in Marib. Local sources said 36 
soldiers and 60 rebels died during clashes in Sirwah, 
Majdhal and Raghwan. Saudi-led coalition airstrikes 
provided support for the ground operations, which comes 
as the Houthis continue to advance to the north-west of 
Marib city.

Egypt
18 April 2021: Dozens wounded after train derails near 
Cairo
Almost 100 people have been wounded after a train 
derailed in the city of Qalyubia, north of Cairo. At least eight 
carriages were derailed in the incident, which occurred as 
the train was travelling from the capital to Mansoura on 
Sunday. Dozens of ambulances were dispatched to the 
scene and the wounded have been taken to three local 
hospitals. The incident comes after more than 30 people 
died when two trains collided north of the city of Sohag last 
month.

Israel
23 April 2021: Clashes erupt after far-right march in 
Jerusalem
Clashes erupted in Jerusalem on Thursday night following a 
far-right march in the city. At least 100 Palestinians and 20 
Israeli police were wounded in the violence, which erupted 
outside the entrance to the Old City. Supporters of the 
far-right Lehava group marched through the streets 
chanting “death to Arabs” and “death to terrorists”. The 
Palestinian president’s office condemned “the growing 
incitement by extremist far-right Israeli settler groups.”

Iraq
28 April 2021: Anti-government protests held after 
Baghdad hospital fire
Anti-government protesters took to the streets of Baghdad 
on Tuesday following the deadly fire at a hospital in the 
city. At least 82 people were killed in the blaze at the Ibn 
al-Khatib Hospital on Saturday. Protesters gathered 
outside the Al-Nida Mosque, while rallies were also held in 
the Wasit and Maysan governorates. Along with anger at 
the fire, the demonstrators also denounced the 
deterioration of services in Iraq.

Algeria
29 April 2021: Hirak activist arrested ahead of elections
A leading Hirak activist has been detained in Algeria. Karim 
Tabbou’s lawyer said his client will appear before 
prosecutors on Thursday. His arrest comes ahead of 
elections that Tabbou and other Hirak activists have 
pledged to boycott. “Algeria’s youth is determined to fight 
for their right to a dignified life,” Tabbou said to the AFP 
before he was arrested.


